Division 1 front-runners Thompson A consolidated their commanding position with a 7-3 home win over the St Chads team that pushed them so close last season.
The leaders raced into a 2-0 lead before Andrew Wilkinson was involved in a five-end battle with Josh Weatherby. Wilkinson came through 11-8 in the decider and then saw his team-mate Max Duffin also extended to five ends against Paul Baines. This trend continued as Chris Blake linked up with Duffin in doubles action to defeat James Scope and Weatherby 11-6. Thompson’s streak was eventually halted as Weatherby overwhelmed Duffin in the first of two straight-end wins, with Scope adding one more set for the visitors.
Another maximum from Lee Eadington ensured that St Gabriel’s A hung onto second place as they ground out a 5-5 draw against Backspin A for whom Jamie Dent and David Mcallister notched two apiece.
There was a return to form for Mick Grimes as his three sets helped Unionist Club A to an 8-2 home success over Thompson B which featured doubles from Dave Cutler, Dave Bannon, and Shirley Gelder salvaging the consolation sets.

Sacriston Bombers are adrift at the foot of the table after suffering a 10-0 loss against Mount CA.

Conversely, Durham CA appear to have shed their role of perennial strugglers as they won 7-3 at Sacriston Aces to reach the heady heights of fourth position. A double from Ian Mcallister was not enough for the Aces against strong showings from Brian Bateman (3) and Christian Neumann (2).

The bottom v top encounter in Division 2 ended predictably in a 10-0 win for Unionist Club B at Sacriston Comets.
Brandon Bullets retained second spot after overcoming Redby A 8-2. Simon Knopf and Jack Jacomb were undefeated, but Knopf was made to work hard again as Amanda Paxton and Tony Watson forced him into fifth-end deciders. Malcolm Deneven breathed life into the Redby cause when he registered an impressive straight-game win over Tony Taylor (2), but even Deneven had to concede second best to the fifth-end specialist as Knopf dipped past the winning-post 11-7.
Brandon Air are set to challenge Bullets for second position after they disposed of Redby B 9-1.

Alan Bickle was on good form for Silksworth IM A with three sets in their 5-5 draw at home to St Gabriel’s D. He was extended to five ends by Istvan Soos, and his team-mate Bob Sanderson was also pushed to the wire by Mark Rodgers. A pivotal result for Gabriel’s arrived when Gary Anderson (2) battled to a superb 11-4 last-end victory over Sanderson.
East Boldon Amigos kept in the promotion mix with a 7-3 success over West CA B. Mario Hadjinicola had scrambled a 12-10 decider against Jamie Collins (2), but David Byers (2) won a similarly tight affair as he nudged past Dave Barber 11-9.

The final showdown between the number ones produced an exciting contest between two in-form competitors, and it was the Amigos’ Neil Wilkinson who prevailed 11-9 to complete his treble; Hadjinicola finally tasting defeat.
