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WIRRAL CLOSED 1983

Well it's all over for ancther year,after the dust has settled let's
have a look back and see what it was all about, Somebody said to me
whoever wins today will have earned it, and that in thc llens event was
true. Trevor Manning the eventual winner had never beaten Terry Turner
before the tournement, but the final turned out to be his chance to
change things when he rumbled Terry game 12 in the second .

The no 1 sedd holder of the title Eric Hardman went out in the first
round prcper tc fiily Wardle whe then went on into the Senis seeing off
G SQuith & Malc McEvoys; before mecting Trevor.

Dave Roberts previous winner of the event went out tc Alan Timewell
who was vplaying well, also putting out Neil Roberts befcre meeting
Turner in the Semis.

Beth Steve Green and Wardle took the first game off Trevor on his
way through; Steve especially giving hin a very hard gane.

The Mens doubles once again went to youth. The no.1 seeds just-
ifying their place when Billy Wardle & Rob Bevan tcok the title by
beating the ne 2 seeds Timewell & Manning in the final, the youngsters
alsc had the hardest run - in having te beat Dave Roberts & Bernie ~ e
Wenswoerth. & Pnil Luxcn , Malc McEvoy in the previous rounds, the latter
getting very clese & it was all very gritty at the end of the third, “but
after all this a worthy final. 3

The Ladies Singles, well once again it was Annk day the only change

will be her married name of Dakin instead of Hepple ot the trophy,
Debbie just deocsn't seem to get it all together in front of an audience
where-as Ann lets nothing intrude cr upset her determination. Debbie
played nuch better early on in the toumnament when she beat Mrs J.
Monyahan the score was duece in each of the three ganmes,

The Ladies doubles went again to Ann & Debbie, Joan Heepple &

Suc Rimmer just couldn't cope with them,
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Junior Girls title went once again to the holder Haley Brownbill,
not a great deal of competition here with only 5 entries, :

The Junior Boys singles at the last 8 stage looked very likeour
2 junior representative teams, 'as well it sheould, with Molyneux,

. Montague, Taylor, Bennion, Riley, Butler, Thonas & Wentweorth still

there, but it was left to Les Molyneux & Bernie Wentworth +o fight
out the Final which Les won eventually, .

The Veterans event did not seem the same without Gordon Bxell
who has won the event ever since he joined the veterans rarks we wont
say how many years ago, anyway life gocs on & in his absence it was
left for ‘Bill Harris & Val Franco to fight out the final, Bill will
still be wondering what happensd in the third garie of the final when
he was leading 20 - 15 and managed to lose it, the seeningly un-
flappable Val managed a smile after this one, Peter Greenshield was
cn herd to present the handsome new !'Greenshield Trophy ' for this
event, ror which we as a League say !'Thank you Peter!. There was
some comment around the table abcut who would be around and what
coendition they would be in, when the last winners name plate had been
used wp, maybe Bernie might just about get his name on it !

The divisional singles were on the whkole well supported, the second
Civision especially so with 22 entrics, it was left to John Hardy &
Tan Owen to fight out the final they were very evenly matched in
rlaying ability ,if not in sartorial elegancey, but John won it, but
only dusce in, the third.

13 entries in the third division, this was won by G Kirsopp fron
T Bryan, good to see 2ill Blundell playing in the tournament once
egain, he is still a very formidable opponent on the table.

vhy only 7 entries for division four ? , Anyway it was won by
B McLeod from S Shields in the final.

Sone '01d faithfulls' in the fifth division, John Horobin,
Iill Lowe,; Joan Hepple, Neville Owen, really mixed up with some of

cur juniors the likes of Haley & Heather. In the final it was 7
J Ebling winning it from J Horrobin in the third, despite John winning \
the second game 21 - 3 1 ﬁ

Big entry for division six(22) It was all very keenly contested
vith the 'better halves' like Walsh, Sorrentino & Kong battling it out
but it was left to Mrs Monaghan to wrest the verdict from Ian Street.

One final thought; it was a decision made by the Committee
not to present any of the trophies or lMedals after the event, they
are all to be presented at the annual Presentation Dance in May,
in retrospect I don't know if.this is a good thing or not, certainly
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In the case of the Trophies this is far better, for it gives us tiue to“§>

get them engraved, we have had trouble in the past in this respect, we
have found they have gene years not being brought up to date.s but I
think maybe we should think again about the Medals that are awarded,
especially the runners-up ones, could this be brought up at the A.G.M.
and settled once and for all ?

THE ANNUAL PRESENTATION DANCE will be held again at the B.CsR.C.5Club -
at Capenhurst on FRIDAY MAY 20th. 1983. More news on this in the next
issue, but please keep the date free and join us for another enjoyable
evening.
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The next and last match for this scason for our YIRRAL first team

in the Lancashire & Cheshire League will be held at D.K.S. on March
18th. versus our arch rivals LIVERPOOL, this will certainly be worth
watching so what about it ?. ;

On the sanc night our second tcam entertain (If this is the right word)
BLACKPOOL at Capenhurst.
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On Sunday 20th. March. The Wirral League play hosts to youngsters from
a1l over the North of England (and the I.0.M.) at the CHESHIRE

JUNIOR 1 STAR TOURNAMENT. this is to be held at the Neston Sports
Centre, Raby Park Rd; Neston. Mlogt of our own Juniors have entered
this event of course so we wish them luck, and while you'r at it

wish the organisers a bit of luck as well, they might need it ! !
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Inside each CLUBS envelope of Newsletters will be found some copies
of the latest League tables, these were available at the'Closed!
so I did not think it worthwhile to print them again.

Also in the envelope will be found some entry forns for the CHESHIRE
CLOSED TOURNAMENT to be held on Sunday 17th. April also at Neston,
111 menbers of our League are entitled to enter this tournement of
Course.



WIRRAL Junior 1st. Team beat MACCLESFIELD 8 - 2 on Feb. 18th, at
D.K.S5.. Ian Thonmas won all three and Bernard VWentworth & Neil Montague
each won two. Dernie & Neil teamed up to win the doubles toc. This win
ensures they will remain in Division two for next season,

The second team were beaten 6 - 4 by Blackpool the day after.
This was tneir fisst defeat of the secason and they will now need to
win their final mateh next month to make sure of winning division 3.
Hoger Butler scored 3 wins and Tony Bryan won one. Neil Garrett nade
his debut in this mateh and although he lost all 3; he was not
disgraced. ¥

DIRKENHEAD 3,B. v PINEWOOD 6.

Pinewood had dropped onc point from their previous 12 ganes,
whiic the B.B. had won their last 7 so the setting was ideal for a
close match. Pinewood called Mike Bryan (senenth in the averages)
and he quickly beat Rotbie McDonald 13 & 9. (0 = 1). We called Big
John (Davies) on and after a tight first game against Peter Vright which
he lost 22 - 20, he came home to win 18 7 16. The score was now 1 - 1
and all looked set for a real Humdinger. Pinewood called on Lee
Donnison (Fourth in averages) against Kent Skillen,, Kent took the first
game 21 - 16 and opened up a useful 14 - 10 lead in the second, but
slipped up and dropped it 21 - 16, Then aflter coming back from 15 - 20 «
down to duece in the third game Kent loses out 23 - 21 ( 1 - e
Big John goes on against Mike Bryan and takes the firstegame 12
but loses out 21 - 14 in the next, he also loscs the third 21 - 11
(1-3). The two 4's are now on and after a close opening gane,
Robbie loses out to Ian Kernigan 21 - 18, then Robtic shows better
form to take the text two games 19 & 17. « 2 - 3).
The second doubles is on, Big John & Dave Badley against
Peter Tright & Ian Kernigan, the Pinewood pair walked the first game
21 - 11, Big John & Dave fight back to to take the second 19 but the
Pinewood pair took the third game 21 - 10 (2 - 4).
Big Tweetie ( Ian Street) top of the averages, goes on againgt
Peter Viright, Tweetie takes it in two straight 19 & 5 (3 =4).
The B.B. called the first doubles on and Tweetie & Robbie maintained
their 100% lcaguc doubles record by defeating Lee & Mike 18 & 13
(4 - 4). The B.B. were now confident of pulling off a shock victory
over the League lcaders. Pinewood called on Ian agains’ Kent, Kent
took the first 21 - 17 in a tight game and was easily defeated 21 - 9
in the second. Pinewood arec desparate win this one because they know
they arc unlikely to win the last sect.
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Kent opened up a useful lead in the third game, but just as his
opponent was getting back into the ganme Kent finished hin off 21 - 16
(5 - 4) Cheers all round from the B.B. team as they know victory is now
irminent. Lec Donnison gecs on to try and restorc Pinewood's pride and
oxtend their unbeaten runs; but is harmered by Big Tweetic 15 & 16.

The B.B. had ended Pinewoods run of wins by winning this match
6 - 4, which also means the division gix chempionships race is wide open
again,
tJET!
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BILL LOVWE SHIELD ROUND ONE
Gautby Road Community Centre 412  Neston 419

Alan Timewell strikes again. Acourate handicapping may be geod
for table tennis but it is surc hard on thencrves. Deep in darkest
Birkenhead, the Neston boozers tricd to overcome various hardships
1ike (a) no elchohol (b) a deficit of 162 points (c) a ball with a
projecting scan (d) no Bssjay who was whooping it up in the bright
1ights of Ceckermouth (Where?) and (c) a team of youngsters who were
not polite encugh to concede easily to their elderse.

Vo started well when Roy Willians, who attributes his improved
forin to circumstances which cannct be published in family magazines such
as this, thrashed Karen Ormond 21 - 1. Keith thenm maintained the status
quo‘by beating Heather Stenhouse 21 - 16 and Haley Brownbill 21 - 9.

Rrian Rich then completely upset the apple-cart by beating
Dave Sherlock 22 - 20. At one stages Trian looked as though he might win
very easilyas he was leading 14 - 9. Dave then looked home and dry at
20 - 18 but still managed to losc. Well played, Drian, you (expletive
deleted). This defeat did not do a lot for Dave's confidence andy; in the
circunstances, he did well to beat Karen 21 - 13. Now slightly behind
schedule, our cause Wag not helped when Heather took Robbie to 19 - 21,
Robbie then just failed to make par for the course by %eating Haley
Pl=tTe
The next game turned into onc of those nightmarcs for higher )

teams. Brian, that man again, played Keith and, By virtue of net; net,
net,net and a net/edge combingtion went from 3-2 to T-2. &t 15 = Y4
Keith (and Neston) looked dead and buried but Keith fought and Brian t
went off the boil. Keith scraped home 22 - 20. It was bad but it could
have been much worse. To conclude the first half, Keith beat Karen
54 - 10, The half - time dericit was 90 points and 21 - 12 eacg game
had beconme 21 - 11,
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Karen had, surprise, surprise, been very reticent about calling
Roy on again. However, ganes were running out and she had little
alternative. Roy did his stuff and beat Hayley 21 - 10 and Heather
21 - 9, Did we detect the first sighs of frustration from Heather ?
Whilst your intrepid reporter dashed ocut for another 100 fags to
see hin through the rest of the cvening, Robbie beat Brian 21 - 14 and,
for good mecasurc, beat Karen 21 - 9, Neston were now only three over
par. Could; however; Dave keep his nervc and a bit more. Well, yes and
noy; He beat both Heather (now definately frustrated) and Hayley 21 - 11,
Good but was it good enough? The nextmatch was obviously, as the French
put it, le crunch (Roy v Brian). Players older and more experienced
than Brian have found Roy an awkward devil and our stoical hero won
21 - 5. Just the doubles left and we're in front becausc welre 12
behind.(silly blooming competition). Keith and Roy knocked seven off by
beating Brian and Hayloy.

The final gzane had to be won 21 - 15 for us to win and at 15 - 5
it looked a formality. Four points later, at 15 - 9 we wern't so
confident. However, we won the next six points and emerged victoriouss
overall, by seven points. 5

Twas a good game and cxpericnce just showed, particularly in the
last four or five games whon the pressurc appeared to get (slightly)
at the home team. Final thought, we've won a game with Roy playing
and he's no longer on the transfer list.

NESTON TIT 8 WALLASEY [ ANOR 2

Dat you heart out, Robbiec Lenihan, Good team - nan Robbie knew we
were playing the League leaders anl, rathcr than risk his averago,
decided to dine with the Captain of Heswall Golf Club instead of
playing - serves you right,; Robbie,

Back on home terriftorys; Neston were a lot happier, well;the bar
was open, wasn't it? Robin Barker called on Andy Taylor against our
Dave Sherlock in the first game. This could have been a psychological - -
ploy to make us feel ancient, The combined age of the two players
was 30, cight years less than the next youngest Neston player.

There was not a great deal of finecsse about this game but it was good
to watch, Indrew gave Dave a good start in the first game but then
noved into overdrive and took it 21 - 16. David sneaked the sccond
23 - 21, thanks mainly to seven foul scrvices from Andy. No such
charity in the third and Andy swept home 21 - 9, Not a had result for
Dave as he lost 21 - 15, 21 - 10 in the corresponding geme at the
beginning of the scason,
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Neston's predicuable gtart continued with ex-noble Essjay being
trampled on by kobin Barker, Robin played his usual steady mixture
of good defence; ceep pushess controlled loops and accurate kills to
o ] L 2 w150 ‘
The next-gome was silly, farcical in fact. It also may have becn
one of the turning points of the metch. Keith played John Pemberton
end, in the first, had difficulty finding(a) the ball and (b) the table
John won 21 - 10, In the second, Keith started floating john's service
back and John's big kills wern't going on. Keith won 21 - 8.
The third was tighter until the 13 or 14 mark but Keith then proved
that percentage shots often win points in the second division, to win
21 - 15,
Roy Willians, he whose bat has a newly painted backhand and
after - shaved clecaned forchand, then continued the Neston reccvery
by bcating Robin. Roy forced it a bit too ruch in the first and lost
it 10 -~ 21, In the second, Roy dug deep and siowlys very slowly, Robin
lost confidence in his hits and became cnmeshed in wily R y's web.
Roy +ook the the game 21 -~ 15 and the third 21 - 14 in a Bimilar way.
Dave then took on the unkmowl quantity of John Watts., Poor John
who was pilaying his first game of the evening, was frozen solid and
Dave geve him little opportunity to thaw out by beating hinm 21 - 8
21 = 11.
The sixth ganc was a classic. The nerveless (hai) and guileful
Essjay against the youth and flair of indy, In &he first, Span tried to
nix it (with predictable results) and Andy uscd the net well. Andy
nicked the gane 21 - 19. In the second, Andy atill used the net but
Stan probed Andy's weakor backhand wing. Stan won, just, 21 - 18.
The third was a nailbiter, and other thingse.
Roy; 1 was SO NEIrvous, T scratched my backside dmring the
game and then realised it wasn't my backside.
Keith (sitting next to nin); I noticed nothing unusual '
Jarling.

Stan had it won at 19 - 117, lost at 15 - 20, won at 21 - 20
and lost at 21 - 22, There then followed a succession of advantage
poinys to Stan put Andy never gave him a aniff. How often does this happ
on and the player who saves a1l the mnatch points wins on his first
adventage point. However, the experienced (ancient?) Stan produced a
deliberately completely innocuous scrvice at 26 - 25 and kidded Mndy int
into a fatal attempted kill. Bravely fought IDssjayt However. mention
rmust be made of Andy's complsure under intensc pressulce. Not many
14 year olds can save six metch points with controlled table- tennis.
Tor cur sake, I hopc Andy's playing in Divigion 1 next scason otherwisc
we won't get a gniff of him.



This win scemed to knock the stuffing out of the bManor and Neston
stitched up the match by Roy, adrcnalin really flowing as he slowly
rcaliscd that he wasn't the only player in our team, who can win,
beat John Pemberton in two straight games and Keith beating the still
frozen John Watts 21 - 11, 21 - 13 with only a slight hiceough in the
second geme. A statistical oddity (or not such an oddity in view of
the way he plays), this was Keith's first lecague double win for four
seasgons.

In both doubles, Neston rubbed salt in demoralized Wallasey's
weunds, Wallasey could (and should) have won both games. However; we
were on a real high, gritted our teeth and won them both.

One nice point about this match was the sportsmanship.
Wrong-side scrvices (in the doubles), thin edges and double bounces
were readily acknowledged long before the umpike had a chance to call
tnem. Well, 2f we can wallop the top tean; What can we do next.
Knowing us; probally lose 10 - O to the bottom team in the league.

As we are getting to the Semi - Final stages of our Cup competitions
all teams will be notified of their meiches through Club Secretaries,
by the various organisers, it is row very impcrient to scnd in the
results of your matches as soon as possible, maybe a telephone call
in the first instance would help to get or keep things moving.

The A.G.M. of the league will be held at the end of May, exact Gate
noy known yet but watch out for it in next issue.
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NEWSLETTER OF THS YIRRAL TABLE TENNIS LEAGUE
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Tditor :- Stan Wilkinson. April 1983

Main item of news this month is the WIRRAL LEAGUE ANNUAL PRESENTATION
DANCE +to be held at the Ilcctricity Beuncil Research Club, Capenhurst
on Friday 20th. lay 1983, from 7-30 pm - 12-30 am.
For your cnjoyment and entertainment :- The Saphire Disce and in person
RadiOVMerseysidés Brian Jaquess Tickets £2,00, from committee members
or Gordon Exell. . Refreshments will be availablc.
Program $- 7-30 - 8-30 Discoo 8-30 - 9-00 Presentations.

9-00 - 10 -00 Disco. 10-00 - 10-30 Food.

10-30 - 11-30 Brian Jaques. 11-30 onwards 4isCOs

This all must add up to a good evening, bringing to an end your

Table Tennis season in good style.

After all this back to business, this years A.G.M, will be held at the
Seacombe Ferries Club on Monday 23rd.. May 1983 at 7 - 30 pm.
A1l club secretaryes will be notified by letter, but please make sure

that a representative of your club is at the meeting (£5 fine).

Can anyone help out ST. MARKS who are looking for a Table Tennis Table
even one that needs some repair, They da have limited funds available
if you ean help please ring Honry (HOT) Thomas 647 6412

A big thank-you to all the worthy people who helped with the Cheshire
Junior Tournament, from lugging tables to sitting at the table all day,
thanks to them it was & great sucosss.
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DIVISION ONE -9 L0
N.Bl0. 21 18 3 0+ 160 5C 36
ROSEBANK - 98 171 B % lgs 45 34
ALDERLEY 6. T4 2 <0 117 43 28
CIVIC 213843 T .5 113 97 23
WIRRAL GAS PE-M0 9 - 3 T 103 23
WIRRAL GAS 2 18 9. Gaoed 101 79 21
ALDERLEY 3 - AT 10 A s0) 118 18
CALDY 22- 6 13 3 87 9555
NESTON 20 4 10 6 83 T 1
PINEWOOD 2 5 -2 64 116 14
ALDERLEY 2 o e PR 67 133 9
(a0 dnT6. e s 18 4 54 156 5
DIVISICN TWO
ALDERLEY 4 29 16 2 .4 136 84 36
(b)WIRRAL GAS 2A de o185 Pk 148 T2 35
WAL REEE =< 2% IApLTiEtag 13@ 90 27
WALL. MANOR 2911 8 .23 126 94 25
PINEWOOD 2 29 11 B 3 112 108 25
N.A.L.G.O. ol e g g #e 93 24
CALDY 2 20 10 8.2 104 96 22
NESTON 2 22 -6 12 .4 .. 99 121 16
UPTON C.C. This e b, 93 e
ST PETERS go iy Srppiah 93 127 = 15
(2)LEVER : 29 26+ 151 82 138 13
(2 )BUSWAYS : 22 -2 1§92 60 160 €
DIVISION THRER
éb)UPTON VB, 19 - 44 2. .3 126 64 31
b)CIVIC 2 20123 =% 122 78 29
CALDY 3 uEs Py 113 87 27
WALEs RaDFl s 2 20.9-,.5 & 144 89 24
ALDERLEY 5 g -5 - & 104 96 24
WALL. MANOR 2 9L guisgsaag 107 83 22
ENG. MART. 19 7 8 4 98 92 18
PINEWOOD 4 Pl <o losah 89 81 15
CALDY 4 94 13 2 73 1
B 0 h.Tle 2 20543 443 60 140:5 9
(2)WIRRAL GAS 3 130,16 o1 43 1=



DIVISION FOUR v WL 1D F A PTS
(b)FIRE BRIGADE 22 A6 2 4 159 61 36
(b)CALDY 5 oA 9 3 139 31

CIVIC 3 22- 13 5 4 127 - 93 30
NESTON 3 o IHZETE 2 125 =85 28
ENG. MART, 2 L by 2 129 91 28
WALL. FERRIES g9 M 7 4 122 98 26
WALL - HoU Tty 3 24~ MHr g 4 1004 26
POLICE gD Si=ig 7 14153109 21
MARINE 9o 4 12 B 92 128 14
Nok.LiG0. 2 25 6 14 2 81 139 14
Ea)oxmom e gt T A 1 4 169 3
a)B'HEAD L.R. 26+ gding <1 ATsom153 g
DIVISION FIVE
Eng.B.C.C. Z g¢ Zp0cig 0 3. 47 40
b ) PINEWOCD 5 gF o145 2 5 142 - =68 33
WALL R.U.F.C. 4 9pocks oF 2 136 84 32
NESTON 4" giastd =75 0 123 87 28
WIRRAL GAS 4 1302 04254 4 e3i19 =181 28
EGERTON 20 28 439 3.2 99 101 19
ENG. MART 3 REvE 3T 22 92 118 14
WALL MANOR 3 -6 13° -0 66 124 12
£ B0 L ol A 2 71 139 12
D.K.S. e R Dol . Ysae, 80 120 11
(a) ST. MARKS 99~ 17 2 73 147 8
BEAUFORTS (o e L el 46 104 T
DIVISION SIX

Eb PINEWOOD 6 ] 163 47 37
b) B'HEAD. B.B. go -7 1 T2 35

(b) WALL. MANOR 4 216 4 1 156 54 33

CALDY 6 95 13 7 2 130 90 28
SHAFTSBURY A8 5 3 12071 o7
UPTON C.C. 2 i S ke b 3 118 =102 23
CIVIC 4 21 9 8 4 110 100 22
BEAUFORTS 2 95 - . =¥aral 85 135 16
BP0 g8 -7 o 0 S 143 15
ENG. MART 4 s g 43 4 &8 132 14
OXTON C.C. 2 S B s 40 170 5

ST. MARKS 2 o ht R L 47 173 3

Ncte := (b) Promotion position. (a) Relagation position.

See over,
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Alderley 4 promoted only if Alderley 2 xrelegated.

5%h. Div. A further club will be promoted, either Wall R.U.F.C. 4
or Wirral Gas 4.
Beauforts require to fulfil their outstanding fixtures.
If they concede 2 firther games they will automatically
drop from the division and their record expunged.
Relegation from this divismon is not yet decided.
A1l matches to be completed by April 29th.

R.A.F.A, CUP FINAL

WALLASEY MAWOR L.T.C. 9 WALL. R.U.F.C. 1.

Wirral Junior first team completed their season in the Lanc & Chesbk
League Division 2, by losing 8 - 2 to the strong Ellesmere Port side
on 18th. March. Ian Thomas had no success, but Bernie Wentworth and
Neil Montague both won once, The team has won 2 and lost 3 of their
5 games, so should finish in a respectable position. Averages of the
lesding players for the season are as follows :- Bernie 67%, Ian 50%
ané Neil 42%. Andy Taylor & Tony Bryan have both deputised well on
one or two occasionse :

The second team beat Blackpool 9 - 1 on 19th. March to win the
third division. Andy Taylor and Roger Butler both won 3 and Tony Bryan
wor 2. The team has won 5 out of their 6 matches, Individual averages
were Roger 8T%, Andy 87%, and Tony 67%. Paul Birken, Gary Daw and
Neil Garrett also helped out for the odd match,

Congratulations to the team and also to their manager, Rob Barker,

s e o S At o i Pt S B Pt S S i S R e G e e G e G e O

LONSDALE CUP FINAL

ROSEBANK 6. NEWV BRIGHTON C.C. 3.
BILL LOWE SHIELD SEMI FINALS s~ D.K.S. vV W.RU=E:Co 3
M.F.B. v Pinewood 6.

J_& F HEPPLE CUP  SHAL FINALS :- ST. PETERS v N.A.L.G.O.
WIRRAL GAS v PINEWOOD.

CONCGRATULATIONS to Trevor lianning for winning the Liverpool
closed tournament to add to his Wirral title; nobody seems to
remember this happening before !}
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