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NEWSIETTER OF THE WIRRAL TABLE TENNIS LEAGUE

APRIL 1979

As you read this, the season will be rapidly coming to an
end, can I stress that all result cards be sent in promptly so
that final League tables and individual averages can be worked
out before the beginning of May, I

Our A.G.M. this year will be held at the FERRIES CLUB,
SEACOMBE (as last year) on Monday, 21st May, 1979 at 7,30 Polis
N.B. Rule 10(a) Any Club not directly represented at an A.G.M.

shall be fined £5. :

The agenda for this meeting will be circulated in next
month's Newsletter. Rule 7(c¢) Any suggested alterations to
League Rules shall be in the hands of the League Secretary by the
first of May so they can be circulated with the agenda, for this
year the date should read 28th April for my convenience.

Both R.A.F.A., and LONSDALE Cup Fimals have been played, reports
will be found elsewhere in this Newsletter,
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The final of the J. S. BANKS Trophy will be played at a time and
place to be arranged between PINEWOOD and CALDY.

The McNAUGHT BOWL Final is betweem PINEWOOD Ladies and THORNDALE
Ladies,




Don't forget the date MAY 11th at UPTON VICTORY HALL - this year's
Dance and Presentation Evening, tickets from Committee Members £1.50.

PINEWOOD v CALDY -~ Final of the LONSDALE CUP
Played at N.B.C.C. Monday 26th March, 1979

The match commenced with the 2nd doubles Sue Alexander and Lynn
Fennah (Pinewood) getting the better of Noel Fagan and John Cooper
(Caldy) 21-17 in the third game after a set that could have easily
gone the other way, A

Phil Deeks and Neil Roberts then levelled the score by beating John
Fennah and Trevor Barraclough (Pinewood) 21-17 in the third game
after losing the first game to 9 and winning the second to 13, Sue

. Alexander then did her best to master the lethal chop of John Cooper,
only losing 24-22 in the first game, but John then really began to
control the ball and also managed a few forehand 'kills' on important
points, winning to 13.

The game between Neil Roberts and Trevor Barraclough resulted in a
win in the third game for Neil to 16. Trevor defended well
especially in the first game, which he won to 16 but Neil's kill
shots were just too lethal in the long run, despite the fact that he
had some bad lapses.

Phil Decks by dint of some excellent counter hitting on important
points, managed to get the better of Alan Pickering in the third game
to 12, Alan having won the first to 12 and Phil the second to My a
very good match which had us on the edges of our seats.

Sue had a very good set against Noel, which she won to 13 and 16.
Noel did not exhibit his usual control but Sue made it count on the
important points.

Phil had his moments against John winning the first game 18, John
then won the second 19 then producing immaculate control won the
third game 8. '

The last set of the evening saw Trevor having a surprisingly easy
win over John Cooper to bring the score level at 5 sets all,

A very entertaining match for the spectators, played with the sports-
manship and spirit we expect from these two Clubs,
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COACHING

It is nearly a year since our last A.G.M. when I accepted the
office of Coaching Secretary., At that meeting a question as to
what coaching and for whom it was available was asked. I think T
can now give a far more complete answer,

First there is a great deal of coaching going on, but it is
practically all for junior players.

A big reason for this is expense. At Byrne Avenue Baths, Bedford
Drive and Thingwall we are able to run sessions at a reduced rate
for juniors only. Sessions are held at West Kirby Sports Centre
and Birkenhead Sports Centre, 20p for juniors and 4Op adults, so
adults can be catered for at these two venues and a few senior
players take advantage of this.

Apart from the main venues above, coaching is being held for club
members only at Mosslands S.C. School, Gautby Road P.C., Seacombe
C.C., Pensby Road S.C. School and Caldy Club. Also Alan Timewell,
Reg Bissell, Alf Hayes and Phil Deeks are coaching within their
own Clubs.

So as I said before a lot of coaching goes on, approximately 100
young players being coached in Wirral, but let me assure you that
there are a lot more not being coached who would like to be, as
also would some seniors.

Under the present set up in Wirral we cannot cater for them, i.e.
venues not enough, coaches not enough, or at least not enough
willing to work. Finally the end product of all coaching leaves
a lot to be desired, for a number of reasons. I say this after
having a good look at the overall set up of the coaching that is
taking place, and while the coaches involved are doing a great job
in the circumstances, it may or may not surprise you to learn that
only a handful of junior players that are being coached are
playing League Table Tennis, and this I assure you is a tragic
waste of an immense amount of young talent, to the extent that
the Wirral League could have 8 Divisions or even 9. One answer
to this problem is for Clubs to run more teams, yes I know the
problems in this, but I am only looking for an answer to the waste
of talent that is going on, and how many times during a season do
you hear of teams that could have done with having more players?
By running a Youth Team in a lower division this could be the
answer,

The main answer to the problem is a venue, or our own H.Q. and
there is a great need for this, not just for coaching but for



representative matches, cup matches, meetings and ranking sessions
a centre where we could bring squads of players from all the
coaching sessions together.

Most officials and coaches in Wirral agree with this, but it is up
to the Clubs to back this idea, open every door that could lead to
some such centre being bought, leased or hired, It is not

imEossible.
BEDFORD DRIVE COACHING SESSIONS

Commencing Thursday, 17th May a ten week session each Thursday will
be held for junior players under 16 years only. Already most places
are booked, but a few places remain, if you want to attend, let me
have your names as soon as. possible, but please note, we will be
working a squad system, and it will be 2 hours of work from 7 p.me. -
9 pems so if you only want to play games please don't apply and
deprive someone of a place who is willing to worke

Cost - £2.00 for the 10 week session

E. L. JONES

14 CLARE CRESCENT
WALLASEY

638 8863
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LEAGUE TABLES AS AT 25th MARCH 1979 .

DIV, i

ULV e
PINEWOOD
CALDY

UV Her 2
HOYLAKE
ALDERLEY
NESTON
LEVER
PINEWOOD 2
ST. PETERS
NALGO

DIV:22

U.V.He 5
B.Y.M.C.A,
W.GAS 2
W.GAS
PINEWOCD 3
THORNDALE
B.POOL
NESTON 2
CALDY 2
P.SUNLIGHT
CIVIC
N.D.L.B.

DIV. 5

MARINE
W.R.U.F.C.
BUSWAYS
MOSSLANDS
THORNDALE 2
CIVIC 2
POLICE
CLIDY 3
NESTON 3
P.SUNLIGHT 2
NALGO 2
N.B.C.C.
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DIV. 4

AIDERLEY 2
WALL. L.T.C.
HESWALL
P.SUNLIGHT 3
BUSWAYS 2
W.GAS 3
CALDY 4
NALGO 3
CALDY 5
CIVIC 3
WILLMERS
NALGO &4

DIVe D

AIDERLEY 3
MOSSLANDS 2
ST. SAVIOURS
WALL.AMB.
PCLICE 2
CIVIC &4
EGERTON
NESTON &

DIV. 6

M.FIRE B.
ENG .MART.
U.V.H. &
MARINE 2
PINEWOOD 4
N.BIEC, 2
CAIDY. 6
B.B.B.
WALL.AMB, 2
N.DiE.B. 2
PINEWOOD 5
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DIV. 7 P W D L G Gi PIS,
WALLsHJBeCi 12 i gl svse  Aa 2225508 28
BIDSTON O. 158 4 3. 9%:-59 20
UPTON C.C. 2 -9 -2 3% -84 =56 20
ENG.MART. 3 oeeenaat-asd 76 4k 17
MOSSLANDS 3 4l -~ 6. 3 -5 -4 66 15
ST.SAVICURS 2 1Byt =5 h63 767 13
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NESTON 5 11

R.AJF.A. CUP FINAL

BRIRKENHEAD Y.M.C.A., 6 - PORT SUNLIGHT &

Although a betting man would have stacked the odds in favour of
Y.M.C.A. for this R.A.F.A. Cup Final, previous resulis this season
indicated that Port Sunlight, who rarely play their full strength
side in League matches, had to be in with a chance.

The first four sets were shared, with Keith Wild pulling off a
good win over YM's Reg Bissell, and John Potter having every
reason to be disappointed in going down in the third game to Rob
Bevan.

Y.M.C.A. then took three sets in a row, with Brian Fuller
claiming two of them to go 5-2 up.

Tt was now up to Chris Hind to salvage something for Port Sunlight,
but at one game down and 21-12 down, after some very sharp play
by Rob Bevan, it looked all over. But Chris gritted his teeth,
Bev played a few loose strokes and in next to no time Chris had
levelled the set. Not surprisingly he coasted through the third
game to bring the match score to 5-3.

Y.M.C.A. were not to be denied however, and Alf Hayes and Brian
Fuller took the second doubles, after a few flutters in the YM
camp, to put them on the honours board for the third consecutive
Seasoll e

They then substituted ailing (or is it ageing?) Secretary, Reg
Bissell in the final doubles with Sandra Hayes who combined well,
but unsuccessfully with Rob Bevan, to leave the final match score

at 6=4



Commiserations to Port Sunlight who missed John Brown, absent with
tflu. They never gave up the fight, and with a little luck could
have forced a replay.

Thanks to the Calday Club, particularly Phil Deeks for providing
the vemue and refreshments. I hope he sold emough draw tickets
to cover expenses.
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Does the name Bill Blundell mean anything to you? No, well T'11
tell you he plays for Caldy. What's so wonderful about that you
may well ask. I hope that I am not giving any secrets away when I .
tell you that Bill retired a couple of weeks ago at the youthful age
of 65, from work that is, not Table Tennis.
Bill commands a regular place in the Caldy second team on merit and
still plays with the same sportsmanship, enthusiasm and competitive-
ness that he has shown during all his years in the game.
This small tribute to Bill is written in thanks for the contribution
he has made to Club and League during that period by simply getting
on with the game without fuss and yet with such obvious pleasure.
May he continue to do so for many seasons to come,
what I have written about Bill Blundell can be equally applied dn
many respects to another Caldy colleague, Bill Baldwin. This
second Bill has also recently retired from work. Many of the
characteristics of Bill Blundell can be seen in Bill Baldwin as many
of his opponents over the years will testify.’
"Carry on with the good work BillY.

BOB BOYLE

Chairman Caldy T.T.C.

The Ellesmere Port T.T.L. plans to run a summer competition on a
League basis for three-a-side teams which will be open to all Clubs
in the Ellesmere Port, Wirral and Chester Leagues. Full details of
this has been circulated to all Club Secretaries in the Wirral
League.
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SEMI-FINAIS of the Bill Lowe Shield

Alderley 2 v N,A.L.G.0. 2
U.V.H. 4 v PT.SUNLIGHT 3
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NEWSLETTER OF THE WIRRAL TABLE TENNIS LEAGUE
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PINEWOOD v THORNDALE - FINAL OF THE MCNAUGHT BOWL

Played at the CIVIC Club Wednesday, 11th April 1979,

The match started well for Pinewood with Debbie McGuire winning
the first set against Carol Lewis.,

The second set was one of the highlights of the evening, with
Mary Robinson (T) levelling the score and meking up for her defeat ir
the Wirral Closed by beating Lynn Fennah (P) 2k/22 in the third genc
after seeing a 20/16 lead disappear.

Ann Hepple restored Pinewood's lead with a win over Barbara D-o!
this set was followed by another three gamer with Debbie getting ti
better of Mary 23/21 thanks to some excellent serves and very good
backhand returns.

Holding a 3 ~ 1 lead the Pinewood girls won the cup by taking th:
next three sets as Ann beat Carol and Lynn, playing superbly, beat
Barbara and Carol conceding only 28 points in the four games ,

The last two sets went to Thorndale, Mary narrowly beating Ann

[ 22/20 in the third and Barbara b ating Debbie 21/10 also in the third
game , ; ,

Final result - PINEWOOD LADIES 6 THORNDALE LADIES 3

Prizes were presented to the finalists by F. Sorrentino of the
Civic Club who watched this very entertaining match and wrote this
brief report for the benefit of the fans who were locked out or
couldn't get a ticket!

P.S. Thank you Franco and the Civic Club ox behalf of the Ledies

and the League, a



WILLMER BROTHERS team entertained newcomers to the League 'Board of
Trade' at their home ground on the 23rd April, and would wish them a
warm welcome to whichever division they find themselves in.

The evening was very entertaining with 5 players from each side
playing each other making a total of 25 games, Some games were
very close and no quarter was given by Willmers on the understandin
that this was an exercise to find out the strength of the B of T
side. The end result was a 15 - 10 victory for Willmers after
playing for 3% hours, it was a very enjoyable evening for both tear

Don't forget the A,G.M. of the League at the Seacombe Ferries Club
as last year on MONDAY, 21st MAY 1979 at 7,20 p.m.
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Once again the Wirral League were hosts to the CHESHIRE JUNIOR
1 Star tournament on Sunday, 22nd April.

This was held very successfully at the Oval Sports Centre this year,

Once again thanks to Brian, Norman and Sem for their very consider-
able efforts,
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The J. S. BANKS Trophy was duly won by the young men of the CALDY
CLUB narrowly beating the likewise young men of the PINz/OCD CLUB

5 sets to 4 in a very close finish, so close indeed it seemed a pit;
one of them had to lose, but must congratulate CALDY for removing
this trophy from its last resting place at P.S.B.C. where it has
reposed for the last five years or so.

Thanks to Mrs. Haigh and the Gautby Road people for your hospitality
and interest,



The season is very nearly over and it does leave behind traces here
and there of unfinished business. Like a few scorecards that seem to
have gone astray, if the sight of the league tables prick your
conscience, please give me a ring.

You will notice that the 3rd division is far from complete, this is
due to the failure of a certain team not sending in all but 2 of their
home fixture cards, they have been asked on more than one occasion to
do this, I can do no more, I am fed up and disgusted with them.

S.W.

Congratulations to UPTON VICTORY HALL on winning the first division
championship, pipping PINEWOOD to the post who' in their turn had
CALDY breathing down their necks.

. T . ot . . S o S

A full list of players individual averages for the season will be
available at the A.G.M. - Monday, 21st May, 1979.

AGENDA FOR A.G.M. W.T,T,L,

Apologies for absence

Minutes of last A.G.M.

Matters arising

Secretaries Report

Treasurer's Report

Team Managers! Reports

Election of Committee 1979/80

(a) Proposed alteration of Rules re 3 aside first division
(b) Proposal to increase fees for forthcoming season

Any other business
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DIVISION 1

U.V.He.
PINEWOOD
CALDY
U.V.H. 2
HOYLAKE
AIDERLIEY
NESTON
LEVER
PINEWOOD 2
ST. PETERS
NALGO

DIVISION 2

U EH. 5
BIRKENHEAD Y.M.C.A,
WIRRAL GAS 2
WIRRAL GAS
PINEWOOD 3
THORNDALE
BROM. POOL
NESTON 2

PORT SUNLIGHT
CALDY 2

CIVIC

DIVISION 3

MARINE
W.R.U.F.C,
BUSWAYS
MOSSLANDS
THORNDALE 2
CIVIC 2
POLICE
CALDY 3
NESTON 3
PORT SUNLIGHT 2
NALGO 2
N.B.C.C.

P ¥
20 718
o g (7
20 15
20==1
20...:42
20 8
20 8
20 5
20 b4
20 3
20 -
20 16
20 15
20— H
20 9
20 10
20 --10
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20 6
20 5
20 7!
29 21
P e L)
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21 14
21 8
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21 5
21 5
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DIVISION 4

AIDERIEY 2
W.L.T.C.
PORT SUNLIGHT 3
HESWALL
BUSWAYS 2
CALDY 4
WIRRAL GAS 3
NALGO 3
CAIDY 5
WILLMERS
CIVIC 3
NALGO 4

DIVISION 5

AIDERLEY 3

UPTON C.C.
BIRKENHEAD Y.M.C.A. 2
W.R.U.F.C. 2

- MOSSLANDS -2
WALLASEY AMBULANCE
ST. SAVIOURS
CIVIC &

POLICE 2

EGERTON

NESTON 4

DIVISION 6

MERSEY FIRE BRIGADE
ENGLISH MARTYRS
MARINE 2

U.V.H, &

PINEWOOD &

N.B.C.C., 2

CALDY 6

WALLASEY AMBULANCE 2
PINEWOCD 5

N.D.L.B. 2
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58
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DIVISION 7 P W D L GF G\ PIS,
W, T, Tl 2 a8 ag 1 - 151i 28 -, 35
ENGLISH MARTYRS 3 18 13 2 3 119 61 28
BIDSTON 47 9 5 - 3% @bl . 23
UPION C.C. 2 % -9 b  Z g lEeeanp
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WIRRAL HARD BAT TOURNAMENT

Number 10 seed Dave Roberts came back from the dead to beat top
seed Trevor Manning in a thrilling finish 24 -~ 22 in the third set
to pick up the £20 first prize and become undisputed "top hard bat
man on Merseyside," All looked lost for Dave when he trailed

19 - 14 in the final set but a shout from the audience of "keep
thinking of the money Dave!" seemed to inspire the Hoylake Y.M,
player when at the very brink of defeat. Well done, champ!

The competition started off with few upsets predictably yours truly
(15) being the only seed who failed to qualify from the groups -
Well done Ted and Peter.

In the first round proper, Clive Strettle (14) was beaten by Phil
Birchall (-), Joe Watts (11) lost to Wayne Percival (5), Brian
Crolley (6) lost to Gordon Exell (2) and Peter Greenshields (-)
recorded a good win over Brian Davey (-).

" In the second round Trevor lManning (1) beat Phil Birchall, Keith
Williams (8) beat Greg Powell (13), Wayne Percival beat Phll

Thomson (12), John Marshall (3) beat Peter Greenshields, Ronnie
Rumjahn (16) beat Jack Evans (4), Fred Pheysey (9) beat Ian Johns (7)



Mick Tierney (-) beat Malcolm McEvoy (~) and Dave Roberts (10) beat
Gordon Exell (2) in a cracker,

In the quarter finals Manning beat Williams, Percival beat Marshall,
Rumjahn beat Pheysey and Roberts beat Tierney.

In the semi-final Monning beat Percival and Roberts beat Rumjahn,

Ex England international Ronnie Rumjohn was the revelation of the
tournament only losing closely in three sets to Dave in the semi-final.
This exception apart the "boys with the bats" (Wirral Horn Feb. 1979
refers) dominated the singles k.o. event.

In the consolation event the "Hard batters" dominated proceedings,
Bill Lowe (of Bill Lowe Shield fame) beating Harry Deers (Merseyside
Fire Brigade) in the final - again deuce in the third - Phewl In
reaching the final Bill beat Mabel Neary, Bill Blundell and Don Daviss;
and Harry beat Paul Wilson, me and Brian Carter.

Trevor Manning won the raffle (Table Tennis shirt) and Dave Roberts,
Ted Wilson and Mabel Neary the lottery.

The doubles event was sadly cancelled due to ¥ack of time and the
prize money has been held over to next year's competition.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who helped
especially Brian Leeson, Norman Berry, Joan Hepple and Janet Timewell
on the night and those committee members who gave up Friday evening,
Saturday afternocon and Monday evening to help Fred Hepple table-humping.
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