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OF THE WIRRAL TLBLE TENNIS LEAGUE

Editor :- Stan Wilkinson March 1986 -

< ,
Coming to the end of the scason nowy looking towards end of season events
like PRESENTATION DANCE which looks likely to be on 16th. May at '
Capenhurst all being well, will have full details next issue, also the
league A.G.H,

There is talk of settlng up a sumer league to be played at H.Q or
elternatively scue sort of competition run on certain nights through
the closed sesason, could be quite pleasant in the park of a summer
evening, have z talk with Fred Hepple or Phil Dean if you have any
ideas, 4

The one big problem we know has to be resolved is the heating in the
pavillion, i'm sure we can overcome this with a bit of help {financiel)
either from the Council er by ourselves, then we have got premises whi.h
are the envy cof leagues all over the eountry, once the playing season
is over we will set aside one night per week for running .cpairs, there
is still a2 lot of work to be done #o make the place more p.casant, the
basics have been done by our small band of worthies last year, but painting
etc, fiuld improve the look of the plase no end,

ferite21tst

Handbook zmerdment

Qe in March include :-

RALGO v CALDY TLAFA semi,

Earconi v Pinewood Bill Lowe.
H. Qe n_g¢x't

Juniors 1A'

Juniors

ull‘l"i.‘..

v Preston 'A!
v Blackpool 2p.m.
ches but_I don't know which two.

also Wi.rral 'C' v Mid-Cheshire.

Fior ~st

A.‘_aU
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now) sorry Sid Cumine new Tel, No ig 638 1721.
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reports out thies time I Lad too much
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Prior to this game it seemed that Civie's fortunes had really
turmed the corner, Two weil deserved wing on the trot, their
first of the seagon, over Boys Brigade 2 and Oxton 2, 15 points
in the bag and happy faces all round. :

Then down to earth again with this defeat by a useful
Mazxr " gide played in the sub - zero temperature at the H.Q
Arre o Park, This was despite Civic taking the lead with Rob's
good win over Ron Williams in 2 straight games and involving

o come - back from 5 - 10 down in the first game to a 21 = 14
win.

Chris as usual gave everything he had and, despite having
mislaid his pumps, plugged away doggedly against veteran
Taurie Morris. Experience gave the home player a decticive edge

however and steady play coupled with good forehand drives wen
him the set.

At half time the score was 4 - 1 to Marconi,but with a
1itile better laick Civiec might well have the lead at this point,
Susi losing in 3 to Alan Storey and Peter L., giving Morris a
goot. run for his moneye. Highspot of the evening was the
presk for a cuppa which enabled frozen 1limbs (ezpecially those
belonging to non- playing spectators) to be thawed cut in the
kitchen, the warmest room in the place.

The second half did little to help Civic's cause - five
further wins for the home side all achieved in 2 straight.
The second doubles saw the combination of the two Peters
(big P and little P) pitted against Storey and Morris. clever
attenpts by little P. to baffle and thwart their opponents
by innocently continuing to serve after the allotted 5
services and forgetting to change round from time to time
didn't work and the result was a straight games win
21-7 21-8.

Man of the match everyone for lasting'out on the
coldest night of the year. AWL. !



THE WIRRAL CLOSED TOURNAMENT 1986

‘on
As you 211 should know the Tcurnament was held at Grange Road on Shndqy 23rd. Feb.

A slightly smaller entry for this years event, but good to see so many juniors
enter, hope to see them all again at the Cheshire Open event next month,

~
)

The Mens singles was , for the first round divided into groups as usual 23 in this
case i.e, ©9 entrants, not a lot when you think of the gize of the league,
anyway from these groups emeLgpd our 23 worlthies to contest the first round proper :

N Royden B VWentworth P Birkea A Evans P Luxon
S _Deeble 4 Timewell M Bowen M Tierney J Hardy
rayes __ B Murphy D Parr A Barbat M lMcEvoy.
R Butler N Kirsopp D Roberts R Smith

G Kirsopo N Rafferty S Green R Bevan

By the guarter finals we were left with Last years Champion NEil Royden and

Bernic Wentworth, Steve Green Malc McEvoy
Alan Tinewell Roy Qf.;;?.th
Dave Roberts Rob Bevan

From then crn it was anybody's ti*tle, I think every game was a struggle, Neil had a
hard time zetting past Bernie in the guarters ; Rob maybe had the hardest run on
paper having to beat Pail LaJ-on, Mals McEvoyy; Steve Green to meet Neil in the final
Alan did well to beat Dave -uly to go out to Neil in the seni, after all this it
was left to Bob & Neil to fight it out in the final which Weil won and retained his
title for zncther year.

Jur ever faithful Ladies turned up once again to do battle; some of the younger
players now beginning to make their way, but it was left to Debbie Bevan and
V-bel Neary *o fight it out in the final which Debbie won but it wasn'T easy against
G aNNy CDDs—ent,
The Junicr 3oys again was a hard fought co ntest,; the matches Isaw were very
impressive, but it was left to :- P Birkem - N Rafferty
R McDonald - N Kirsopp to play out the Semis

=1 and Neil in the final - whioh the Pinewood player Nigel wcn,
s finalists were Steve Green & Neil Royden v Malc McBvoy & Rob Bevan

Which left Hig
. The Mens Doubl

" Steve &Keil eventually winning the title.
* The Junior Girls title was a three way gamble - Sharon winning the event from
1 Belinda & Susi.
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DIVISION ONE P W D L PTS
CALDY 16 14 O 2 113
QIVIC 2 Ydee 18 = 0 108
NBCS 3 I 2 3 88

ALDERLEY 15 8 2 5 a7

NALGO 16 T 2 7 80

-UPTCN VH 15 8 0 7 1

PINEWOUD 2 16+5 5 5 8 €6

NESTON 137 5 0 8 55

TRUFC 158 B 11 53

WALL MAN 2 1 ) 1 10 45

CALDY 2 e I 1 11 34

DIVISION TT0

CALDY 3 16 I%i=eg 0 108
ATDERLEY 2 16 9 A 3 98

CIVIC 3 16 9 5 2] 96

OXTON - T ad 2 6 93

THINGWALL 14 9 2 3 87

NBCC 4 4 T 0 i i

CALDY 4 16 6 %) 8 76

ENG MABT - ™ 1% - & 4 7 73

ST PETERS 15 .3 0 12 51

NESTON 2 16 0 3 13 51

NCLTC 16 3 1 1 50

DIVISTCN THRER

UPTON CC ey - o 1 116
ENG MART 2 & 8 A 4 91
WALL MAN3 16 8 & 6 88

PINEWOOD 3 R (o A ¢ 3 81

WALL MANRUFC 2 15 6 3 6 73

GREC 13 8 1 A 71

THINGWALL 2 17 el 2 :: 70

MARCONI : 15 7 1 7 70

CALDY 6 d 4l 1 10 60

WALL FERR g 5 9 58

CALDY 5 15 <. 0 2 13 32



DIVISION FOUR P W D 1 PTS
PINEJOOD 4 14 12 2 O 110
ENG MALT 3 14y <40 o3 3 92
NAIGO 2 14i. 58 3 3 90
LIVINGSTONE ST 1406 2 5 69
NESTON 3 12 b 2 4 66
OXTON 2 13 4 1 8 54

. THOMP & ROSS 1 6 0 5 54
UPTON CC 2 14 4 1 9 50
CALDY 7 . 14 2 2 10 46
CIVIC 4 {19 o G 39
DIVISION FIVE .

OrerCIV . 3 17 14 3 0 136
B.B.B, {rcEty 1oy 3 117
BIIK L.R. : 16 13 - 2 1 114
WALL FERR 2 17 11 0 6 105
NALGO 3 178 . f 5 91
ENG MAWT 4 A 1 9 87
Giee 2 17 6 3 8 83

MARCONT 2 16 7 /. 5 81
NBCC 5 1513 4 8 61
OXTON CC 4 17 .3 2) 12 48
CIVIC 5 15, B s B 34
BaB.Bs 2. LTINS | 0 16 33
PREMIER
CIVIC 14108 1 5 17
LBCC 9 8 0 1 68
PINEWOOD [ 0 6 56
WALL MAN 12 3 1 8 47
N
N_ 2 11.-: 2 2 = 42

HEPPLE CUP Veterans - Organiser hoping to play the semi - finals
w/c 17th. March at the league H.Q.

Wallasey Manor v Civic B

Inglish Martyrs v Civie A

ENGLISH CLOSED CHAMPIONSHIPS on fri, Tth. March - Sun, 9th. at the
OLDHAM SPORTS CENTRE tickets will be available at the door.




Wirral Closed ocontcee..

The Ladies Doubles event went to the youngsters Belinda & Sharor

beating the 'oldies! Tebbie & Marina in the final,

The contest for the Greenshield 'Shield' won by the champion
Veteran, was again hard fought the line - up contained the
donor himself, unfortunately neeting the ultimate winner

in his first game Roy Smith,who succeeded over the nearly
man of the day Alan (the chair) Tinewell.

The Divisional events were poorly supported but were played
with the usual keen ness the eventual winners were :-

1sts Div. M Tierney from A Biggs.
2nd Div, V Franco from J Horobin.
3rd Div, P Mutch from J Fuller,
4the Div, R Williams fron G Williams,
5th, Div, M Deponio from P Lau,

T e o e B e ot B 2 o 8 e o

N.C,L.T.C, Not many THINGVALL A lot

Thingwall play in a big hall on a ropy old table and grey-
ish balls. There are 3 exits to the hall from which they
leave and re-appear at intervals bearing glasses of brown
liquid. It must be good stuff as they win 10-0, only I enjoy
Lyself with high looped returns against Art who, in g cont-
rolled display (no swearing) doggedly shovels the ball back
with his anazing style, waiting for a kill., I win the 1st.
gare and make a big effort in the 2nd, to pull up to 18-19,
then miss a hit (of course). and Art is in control from
then, Against Don Juan, sorry Collister; I get to 19all in
the first, when Don produces a winning serve off the edge,
At 15 - 20 down in the second I serve to the forehand side
which Don has vacated, but he darts across like a spring
tlambkin' to hiy a winner, that brown liquid again, Before
this game he had made history by scoring a gane, Despite
having some of the stuff Glyn & Cyril are not at their best,
and Barbara on 'slimline! tonic is definately handicapped,
Still Don did give her a rose, it was only a paper one, but
it is the thought that counts.

Lambkin of the match - ART, TicC,

L
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The Caldy 3 ma,n
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1 gt the head of the Znd. Div. lcoking ever more
!

likely to blow a DIogresscs, We're. stall winning games; but
itte getting hard €y

Cxton are our t!?°1 OpgﬂlfﬁtS of the nmotih., injury-hit, their other bteam
committed elsewhere, they arrive without a no, 4, giviong us a 30 s
time we realige that we would ﬁ1m9si ~ertainly have won those g

havn't actually Wa"“cﬂ ﬁQf*% ing. the scores are level, Peter HuLvoLLn & I Jy Tierney
pi 'k up a doubles against Fhil & Ian, Jo is bamboozled by Don Southhls long
pimpies, and Mike gets chopped to a crusiiing defeat by Hurworth, 3-3 and a disas -

trous defeat looks more than possible,

Phil stops the rot by winning a spectacular set aga'nst Tierney in 3, but our
problems arn't over yet. Hurworth beats John to level it 4-4. and Ian then faces
South(I'1l spare you the pun a la McCaig at this point). Like John, he hasn't a
<lue what .=s opponents pimplesare doing with the ball; unlike John, he doesn't
care. He registers ansther triumph for the Genghis Khan school of table-tennis,
25-23 in the third, and says he never considered losing- meanwhile, hls tean-mates
reach for the Valium bottle. llike then takes advantage of a tiring Iiernmey to make
the final seore an accepticle 6-4.

So to Eng. Martyrs, and a match happily free from the accimary that marred ouxr
first encounter. John goes down in 3 to Joe Gallaghery, and Ian loses one of his
uglier games to Pat Doyle,and it's 1-2., Mike is drawn ggainst two of his!bogey!
opponents, and when he lets Neil Parkinson in to steal the first game of the 4th,
set,things begin to look dodgy. Fortunately, his ppponent goes to sleecp at the star
of the secsond. and by the time he wakes up again in the third, Mike has adjusted hi
gane tc the slow table, and his high topspin returns eveiitually tilt the balance
in his favour, he then stays on, and uses the same tactics to expleit Gallaghers
lack of a hard hit and makes it 3-2,

Phil and Ian then get annihi ated in their doublés by Parkinson & Gallagher, ant
when Phil fails to anaethetise Farkinson in a long and dreadfully boring set, it's
4-4, Ian then produces his firet win on a "Foreign" table since October, against
Bill Gibbins, and John breaks his losing run with a stylish win against Doyle.
_a've won _ ;aln) but it's only 6-4(again), and the chasing pack are clesinges s

o The gane at Civic the following week is mow a real 20 pointer, and Ian chooses
the Friday before this match to incur a suspected fracture in his toe. The skipper
can't find a decent reserve, and tells Ian he will have to play, Meanwhile, Civic
have problems of their own - Bill Stanley eomes in for Val Franco, who has a °
Southport League fixture.

Phil puts us into the lead by somehow persuading Stqnley to beat hinself, but
things then start to go wrong. Mike allows Mabel Neary to steal the first ganeof
the next set, and gets outplayed in the second. Phil and Ian get wiped out in the
third game of their doubles against Stanley & Frank Sorrentino. Worse, the skipper

loses his other singles when Joan Monaghan finds a couple of useful serves at 18

all in the third. When Phil elects to play 'gafe! and push, havi ng "’Snd rather
diffrent tactics to take the first game of llabsl, he du.y pays the & nalty and

N
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welre in weel teouble at -4, Fubter the cavzlry, in the uwnlikel
form of J.A.C.Horobin,arriving late from a prior angagement,
Ian helps to turn the tide by biffing Sorrenting smartly

off the table in the 6th, sct, but it's John who rescues our
unbeaten resord. After calmly pushing Joan off in a couple oftight
ganes, he then picks up the doubles wath Mike, in a particularly
fraught affair with Mabel & Joan. The skipper's preferance for the
block repeatedly sete up kills for Joan lMionaghan, and our 10-2
lead at the turm in the third game gets rapidly eroded. Following
some rather aninated advice from John, he manages his first chops
of the scason, and we get home 18, The last set of the night sces
Sorrentino make it one geame each after the sewond, and move into
& substantial lead in the third., John just keeps pushing and chop-
ping, and as his lend gets whittled away, you can almost sece Frank
reaching for the self-destruct button, Finally he presses it; 16-14
becomes 16-21, ard we've eseaped with a draw.

Our last gome of the month sees us reshuffle our order, at home
yo Nestony John promises to chop John Reynolds off, so goes back up
to No. 2. Ian's keen tc zwvold Ron Spence, and promises to beat Teny
reuben, so he plays at 3, FPhil at 4. The jugglingact works, and we
win 9-1, Degrc. of motivation perhaps accounts for the margin of
victory - we still have everything to play for , they don't,

Ian and John both keep their promises, the latter in a fascin-
atingelash of styles against reynolds. The Neston No, 1. uses a
slow loop, and hits flat and hard(as Mike found out to his sost,
for the sccond time this season). John chops his way %o a narrow win
in the first, and has set point in the seeond. This he loses with a
goul shot(a double-hit) and goes on to lose the game also. In the
third, he has 2 match points against him, and saves both, the
second by megnificent defence against a series of Reynolds loops.
With a bit of help from the net, he takes the game 22-20, and the - .
set, The result gives us a 10 point cushion at the top of the table
- g cushion we'll need in the four matches to come, M.S

e o s o oo o s o b o S o e

Tharks to Bill Gibgins we are again getting reports in the
WIRRAL NEWS., Anybody with extra suggestions for publieation please
point out when returnirg cards. -~ -

.

Note to Cup semi-finalists - please play your games as soon as
possible, if in difficulty to refer to organiscr for date & venue.
Remenber that all participants in semis and finals must have played
6 matches under the auspices of the Wirral League beforc the date
of-thesnstech,

£ o b ed
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NEWSLETTER CF THE WIRRAL TABEE TENNIS LEAGUE
Bditor :— Stan Wilkinson. April 1986.

~ we eorie to the end of another season , we are left with a smattering
ocague nmatches, and various cup - finals to play , which seeils to ne
to add up to a fairly satisfactory season which culnminates with the two
events which round up the season :- Firstly.ithe PRESENTATION DANCE to

be held again by the help of our good friend Gordon Exell,; at the -

E.C.R.6, 6lub at Capenhurst on Friday 16th, May fron 7,30 - Mid-night,
Dancing to the SKY . HIG{ DISCO and refreshments will be available..

Tickets are available from Cormittee nembers at &2. please support
the league in this the cnly sccial get together we hold during the season,

Likewise the A.G.M. of the league to be held .on lMunday 19th llay at the

LEAGUE HEADQUARTLRS ARROVE PARK is inportentson it will hinge the future
of the H.Q and the representative teans for the next playing scason, please
try to attend, we would like your support and ideas, it is a rule of the
league that 211 CLUBS should be represented at this neeting,- but we weuld
like to sec also anybody who has an interest in the affairs of the lcague
there at the meeting at 7.30 pm.

~ Club Secretaries will be notified by letter in duec coursce

el league tables and individual averages ete. will be available at the
A.GM,

A1l outstanding cards to be with the Fixture Sec by 14th. April,



CIVIC V -3 GAUTBY RD IT - T

This natch could well have been called the battle of the little giants.
zerage'age,’leaving out Gautby!s captain Tony Whelligan, was probally round
tNe 12 mark with an asscrtment of player sizes to matche :

The first set went to Civic with a good win by Rob whose extra height
.nd reach was a big factor in producing some big - hitting power play to over{

ceme little Gary Allen.

A good comeback in the second set by Susi in her match against Keith
:11ison produced a series of fine rallies and hard won peints for the Civie
“layer but no quite enough to win the game. In both sets the Gautby Road
_ayer brought out some good defensive work to win vital points when they

btered most. ' _

Much improved play by Peter W, enabled hin to naintain the rally. for each
yoint for longer periods than in earlier matches, however against Neil Allen
“lere had to be a limit to the height %o whick he could jump to play the “Jigh

. .oops cover the net which the other player produced and lack of inches pETed
;0 be a definite handicap in this respect.

By half time the score was 3 - 2 in the away teams favour, Susi and Rob
jinming their doubles set with the aid of a great comeback from 8 -~ 16 doim
. .n the first game to a 22 - 20 win, _

The second half saw the Civie right back in the match when Peter L. made
.1t 3 sets all in getting the better of Gary Allen in ‘straight games, but the

iautby RA player never gave up and the second game was extrenely cluse at

9 all. _

However susequent sets all went the opposition's way including an
xcellent singles battle between Susi & Neil Allen. In an exciting game of
*set atback and counter attack effective top spin drives finally won the
set for a player whose standard of play would not be cut of place in a higher
livision,

Man of the match - Neil Allen - Gautby Road.

WALLASEY 'FERRIES IT 6 CIVIC V 4

Close on the heels of the Gautby Rd game came this one against a ty
‘airly highly placed in the table. Considering that the earlier season
coreline was a 10 - O victory for the Ferries this was an excellent result
'cr Civic on an away table and the result Indicates the progress made Ly the
eam in their first season,

Ferries! ornately 1it room provides plenty of space and for anyona
iIle to negotiate the concertina doors through to the adjacent bar without
2tting swallowed up and bacoming part of the rdom, a decent pint cf bitier
s available together wiath the Joan Rivers show on the gilant screen tele,

Long serving Ferries player Ken (started in 1949) Jones evidently
rew the lighting required some modification as he wore an eyeshade throughout
is genes, This appeared to be a worthwhile addition to stendard kit, as he



won both his games over Susi and Rob but not without a struggle from the
Civic pair.

Greatly improved play by Chris enabled hin to overcome Ferries lark
Frasher in 2 straight games and ended his recent lean run. Further wins bj
Peter L, cver the same player, Rob cver Mick Cocoper and a excellent
doubles victory by Susi & Rob aver Vareing and Cecoper 21 - 7 21 -5
brought Civic a very mespectable 4 sets.

DIARY CF A SEASON - MARCH., .
Man of the match Ken Jenes (but only just from Chris)

.A.-}TL i

DIARY OF A SEASON - IIARCH.

2o the season enters ite home straight with Caldy 3 still leading Dive 2,
Pwe’ hotly persued by three teams whe still have an excellent chance of cate
us. Alderley 2 have never been far behind all season, and a 10 - O win agai
Eng, Mart improves their prcspects further. Thingwall are alsc a threat,
having miraculously managed to sustain both their challange, and Don Collis
suntan throughout the winter. Mnd of course, the biggest threat of all, if
Frank Scrrentiro can assemble his full- strenghth side, are Civie 3.

Off to New Brightcn we go for cur last match but three, John's feorm has
improved so dramatically cver tne last couple of games that we dec%de to
revert to cur eriginal start-cf-seascn crder, with hin at 2, and M ke at2.
so Phil, back at 3 beats John Conwey and Dave Evans t¢ take his ledgue %
to T5. Against the latter in particular, he shows what a good player he can
when geing for his shots-if cnly he would do so all the times The value of
contribution has been largely overlccked in this 'Diary' - madinly because h
usually wins in such a hum~drum menner. But we'!'ll mis him in the next fort-
night-he wins his doubles with Ilan then rushes home for his annual skiing
holiday in Val d'Iserre.

Meanwhile Mike suffers a mortifying defeat against Gary Abbott. Having
s1nat been edged ocut 19 in the first game, he hits a devastating spell in th
S 1cads 16 -~ 3 then 20 - 10, The next twelve points are played in an atmo
of nounting incredulity; as he ccmpletely loses the thread, and @ary takes
complete contrel, and the set, 22 - 20, S¢ it's 50p in 'game point! fines f
the skipper, and just as well tnere is nc cyanide available,

John just manages tu see cff a tenacicus Dave Evans after dropping the
first game, but after ccming back frcm 15- 20 to take the first against Abk
the NBCC man gets a 3 - 4 point cushion early en in both the next two ganes
which he clings cn tc,for all jchn's effort.

John Conway is too steady fur Ian, but Mike Muskett has a bad night, 1
to both Ian & Mike. He does improve however in his doubles with Abbott, in
John & Mike lose for only the third time in the league this season, So itts



DIVISION ONE

CIVIC 2
BGaldy

NBCC 3
LUDERLTY |
UPTCN V.H.
NALGO
FINEVO0D
NESTUN
WALL RUFC
WALL Al 2
CALDY 2

DIVISION TWO

CALDY 3
ALDERLEY 2
CEVIC -3
THINGWALL
OXTON

- NBCC 4
CLLDY 4
ENG MART,
ST PETERS
NESTON 2
NCLTC

DIVISION THREE

UETON CC
ENG. MART 2
WALL MAN 3
PINEVOOD 3
WALL RUFC 2
GRFC
MARCONT
THINGVALL 2
CALDY. 6
UALL FERR,
CALDY 5

P El D Y PTS
26 48, 0 156
10 St < i 3 140
Sh T 0 6 4 116
20—+ G - F* 7 115
10 R L 8 99
290 8 4 8 97
20 4 5 11 7
18 6 0 12 75
20 3 3 14 12
17 3 2 12 60
1G=—3 3 13 60
20 v 5 i3 2 130
oG i 11: 6 3 124
i A RS 2 119
18 a4 3 113
is R 5 N 6 116
19,48 2 9 100
20+ =8 3 9 98
20 5 5 10 80
P8 © 7§ 0 15 75
18" 0 4 14 59
P40 gt 1 16 56
18 452 1 133
19— 9970 6 107
g (10 | g ONg 6 107
PPt gneg 4 106
19 & 4 T 98
LA (R 5 92
195 of 4 8 81
1907 5 @ 11 81
20- 16 2 12 86
20 + 3 5 12 82
19 B 2 17 M



DIVISICN FOUR

PINEJOOD 4

ENG., MART 3
NALGO 2

NESTON 3 :
LIVINGSTONE ST-
OXTON 2 1
THOMP & ROSS
UPTOR 602~ "=
G AGRY 7

CTTEC 4

DIVISI(N FIVE

© OXTON 3

'S
N

-BIRK, BB :
JBIRK., LR RRe
WALL FERR "

NALGC 3
GREC 2

ENG MART 4°
N3CC 5
GXTON 4
CIVIC 5
BIRK, BB 2

PREMIER DIVISILI

NBCC
CIVIC
PINEWOODZ
NBCC 2
WALL IANOR

P D L

il bara2 0 134
18 g 4 118
4 AR |5 A 3 J15
Ferag 2 6 92
Hpamb 2 9 75
1= 85 1 11 71
15 9 0 6 76
i Borih Mo ¥y 12 66
t8  2- d13 {5 56
16 1 3 128 46
#pesiediny 1 166
25 viewis 3 166
o 7 5 W 3 152
24 ol 20 7 30
- R R 6 120
pibiy 4 10 104
2% =ag 2 11 =7 103
2o 6 ash 11 91
g AT 2 1€ 52
g I 0 19 48
e e 0 20 44
o R ) 1 gf 108
1 8 1 5 s e
1376 1 6 61
16 4 - 0 60
f5- a5 2 10 54
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6 - 4 after a lot of effort, and now we have to face Alderley and Thingwall
withcut Phil. We bring in the best available player, Phil Dean, and hope for
thebest.
| Such hope scens ill-fcunded the following week, as we make a dreadful star
ainst Alderley. len and Phil Dean get crushed by Paul Reed-Clayton &'Sandy!
nderson, More oritically, Alan Weldon susses out Mike's service very quickly a
4 hustles him off in two straight- a set we had won in cur first encounter, at
- 3 the whole seascn seens to hand in the belance as John battles &t out with
ul Loftus. The first two games are won and lost with narrow marginsy - the
ird game fluctuates , and reaches 18 all, at which point John goes for a
stinctly speculative smash, his luck's in - it wins the point, and Paul throws
ay the next twc to give us the set, In sush noments are leagues decidedsesesss
Tan achieves the impossible by playing even worse than usual against Sandy.
ce again it's John whe keeps us in the match- his chop breaZs up Paul R < Cs
tacking game. Phil Dean fights gallantly against Alan Wheldon and his own
ahility to serve, but goes down 17 in the third tc leave us in dire str ghts
@gain at 2 - 5 - can we presexrve our unbeaten record ? The Stone - Loftus en-
unter is a question of whose bottle will go first, and the Alderley player is
& ore 'tc crack, half-way through the third. 3 - 5.

_ The match still hangs in the balance as John & Mike just hold cff Sandy &
'd R % C., But Ian & Phil are well beaten; and are record finally goes - but the
we could have lost this 9 - 1. Alderley cone within 4 points of us; Thing.

Civiec gain lcts of ground with big wins.
lext stcp - Thingwall., The skipper rejevts suggestions that we 'fiddle!

& crder tc get a 5 - 5, reckoning that we can do better by being 'honest!
1d playing tc win, He's wrong. -
: Thingwall have to win te keep up their challenge, while we can't afford
iything worse then 4 - 6. A tonse and dranatic encounter ensues though to e
snest the standard cf Table Tennis was awful.

We nake another bad start. Ian ocutplays Bill Vonderley to stand a game and
; = 12 up. but the latter grits his teeth and battles for every point to take
e second and third gemes by the same margin 19. Phil gets bashed off in two
sraisht by Arthur Lambkin in one eof the few impressive performances of the nigt
wen John drops the first game to Andy Page the skipper starts to panic 1_“wt
-zmeturely. John lures his cpponent to self destruction, gradually persusLag
n to concentrate on the less reliable shcts in his repertcire.

llike then equalises in a ludicrous gone against Don Collister. He does
s best, in the first game, to emulate his feat against Gary Abott, going to
) = 21 from 20 - 12, before winning 24 - 22, the second he loses narrowly, and
. tokes the set on his third set point at 22 - 20 having inflicted enough agony
1 his watching team - mates., 2 -~ Z.

Phil lcses his way against Wonderley after getting a good start, but all
-¢dit tc the Thingwall player for keeping his head and again battling his way
y victory. The same can't be said for Lambkin,however. Having sorted Mike's
srve out, and been unlucky tc lose the first game 19, he loses his rag, and
‘s ccucentration, when faced with s series of net-cords early in the sevond



like heods Jolm's sage advice 'Never lock a thingy in the whatsit® (?)
and tekes full advantage. wie

Meanwhile Ian slumps to his 5th. consecutive defeat against Page , and
John gets outplayed by Collister. Our second defeat ig assnred when we drog
the second doubles, and John & liike face another!diarr-sca doubles' to ave:
a T - 3 result which would let Thingwall get too close. They save a set poi
in the sccond game(how much will Thingwall regret that, at the end of the
season)?, and take the third in an awful game of push and prods '

So now our lead is cut to 8 points over Civiey; 9 over Thingwall - and tk
both have a gane in hand, Alderley's chances have been scuppered by a draw
at Neston, For our last match, against St Peters we've simply got to set ou
rivals the biggest possible target for their remaining two games- but at
least we've got Phil back. : '

Brian Carter, not for the first time this seascn, proves to be cur
stunbling block - he picks up both his singles; conding fron a game behind
sinst John & Mike, Fortunetely, Ian recovers his form and wins well-
especially egainst Glyn Owen, The final score is 8 - 2 giving us 130 pcints
S0, to overtake us, Civic need 17, fron Caldy 4 & Neston; Thingwall 18, fro
Ueston & New Brughton.

The rest of the evening is spent working out percentages, and average
fininz rates, for which Phil with T76%, and 17p per game, cones off by fer t
best, and Ian with 595 and 36p per game, comes off by far the worst. The
actual fine payable, we decide. is 100 times the average fining rate - this
gives us a total of £104.83p to blow on our nights cut.

A1l thet's left then is painful waiting. It's been a very cchetitive
Leaguc. and Itve lost count of the number of 1cliff-hangers'! we' ve been
involved in over the last 6 nmonths, Were we good enouzh to win tHe Division
the next week or so will decide }

EPILOGUE - Caldy 4 5 - 5 Civic 3. >
Civie 3 8 —~ 2 Neston 2. Nesgton 2 0 - 10 Thingwall.
So Civic have blown it, Thingwall play NBCCC on April Tthe after this is
prlgted, and need 8 points to fake the 2nd. Division title outright.

-,

N[K. S *
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1 BILL LOwWE SHIXLD SHEMI — FINALS

Neston 3 - beat W, R O.PF0. 2:- by 10points

Wall Ferries 2 - beat Civic 4 by 13 points

" LONSDALE CUP Final 8th., April at H.Q.

Civiec v Pinewood,

.. CUP Final 9th. April abt H,G.

Civic 2 v Caldy.

" Sti11 trying to muster support for a Surmer season at Arrowe Park please
" get in ‘touch with Fred Hepple or Phil Dean if you have any ideas or

" swmert for the scheme. = Ve will try to set this up at the A.G.M, ~

' The varicus Representative teams have nct yet fully coumpleted their
* fixtures so the final tables Etc will not be available till the A,G,M,

L
»

INDIVIDUAL HANDIGAP TOURNAM INT

It is propcsed to hold this at the ABBOWE‘PABK H.Q. week

cormencing 28th April. The event will be run in groups from lMon
28th, - Thurs .. 1st. May each evening; you can state which
evening you would prefer, the finals to be held on Friday 2nd. May.

Plcase phone your enrty tc Alan Timewell cn 339 3646,

There will be an enrty fee of £1, and prize DNONEY down to all
Seni finalists.

The group systenm gaurantces everybody a number of ganes each »

night,.



