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NEVSLETTER OF THE WIRRAL TABLE TENNIS LEAGUE

pditor :- Stan Wilkinson. Lpril 1984,

Threc big events :~ THE WIRRAL CLOSED TOURNAMENT Grange Rd - 15th, April

Entrics close Tthe April.

*he Wirral League ANNUAL PRIZE PRESENTATION EVENING And Discc at the
; E.C.R.Cs Club Capenhurst on Friday 18th. lay
8,00 pu, to Mid-night, tickets will be available
Fron Gordon Exells comittee members and will be
available at the Wirral Closed. Price £1.50,.

The Wirral Leagme ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held as formsr years
at the Seacobe Ferrg Club a representative is
required to attend from each club. MONTAY 21st
MAY 1984 at T7.30 tm. (there is a £5 fine for non-
attendance).

The big news promised last month :~ I have hardly enough space to
give it justice, but the League is negotiating with the cquneil for
prenises in the Arrowe Park area to be used as a League Headquexnters
nore information will be available at the A.G.M. but it is likely
that there will be roon for 4 or 5 clubs without facilitles to be
based there, if anybody is interested please contadt myself or -
Peter Mitchel the leagus secretary. :

« L note from Mike Ashton from the LIVINGSTONE ST club, they would

like to fix up sonc friendly matches home or away through the summer
anybody interested his phone no. is 652 9190.

RILL LOVE SHIELD second scni-final to be played w/c 2nd April
7all Man 4 v Caldy 4 winner to play Busways in
Final during the following week,
L word of thanks from the organiscr of the event
to Busways forthe smooth running of their passa
through the rounds.
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NESTON IT 4 PINEWOOD II 6.

They say that imitaticn is the sincerest form of flattery and m
chief imitator has threatened to write a report on the latest :rghelme
of the Neston ( who? Ask the Editor') saga. Soy as Willie - Jchn
MeBride used tc say; I'1l get my retaliation in first,

But first {and second); a public apclogy and a word of praise.
The match was spoilt by a Neston yeb (not a player) who has nc manners
whatscever., Without any thought for cthres; he marched through tc the
snocker room with tho score at 19 - 20 in the first game between RobbLi
and Steve Wright. Vhen asked politely if he wculd mind waiting, the
reply we received was :-

" I pay (bleep) £70 a (bleep) year to play in this (bleep) place,
how much do you (bls: eps) (bleeping) pay".

Not content with this, he waited in the sno&ker room .out ¢~ *ighf
and, just as Steve erved, slammed the door with some force. RO
nearly jumped cut of his skin and comnlbtely mis - hit his returm.
Jolm Féwler called the game to Steve but we asked for a let. Steve
graciously allowed it and Robbie won 23-21, 21-19, However, it was a
hollow victory. Steve deserves a medal for voluntarily giving up a gan
that he had won (according to the umpire) espeially when he eventually
loses. Anyway a public apolegy to Pinewood and a warning to other tean

visiting Nestcn that, urniortunately, when such louts are arcund, there
is seemingly nothlng we can do about it.

The matchy; er well; they won the first two, we won the next
three; they won the next four and we were about t¢ win the following
five when we realised, toc late; that there was cnly cne game left.

On the preceding Buesday, Keith met Frank Irwin whilst the
latter was giving a quick flash in front of Lord Leverhulme¢
(phoobr;phyw1se)° Ve were duly prcmised a "whupping". I think even
Frank will agrece that this didn't quite materialise. Tbese two loons
Played the first match and, despite being 20-17 up in the second
Rentagob still managed tc¢ lose 19-21, 21-23, The noble Essjay was
then asked to plgy their playpr, who has the soft cuddly bits w_ )
the pointed ends \rc, not JohP/a This was a tactical choice by
Rentagob on the grounds that Essjay is so long in the tocth that he
still chases women but hasg fcrgotten why. Unfortunately, Ann played
very well and gradually asserted her authority to win 17-21, 23-21
21-14. Young Julian then demolished John 14 & 14 and Robbic
gained his unfortunate victory over Steve to level the scores.

Ah-ha; Frank then fancies his chances against Essjay. Frank
says he's got a bad back and shows everyone his corset to prove it,.
We would have believed you Frank(if you'd removed the sussies and
stockings first). Anyway, it didn't matter because Essjay whizzes
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areund at the speed of light{well,fasterthan weve ever seen him move) and
wellies winners from hither and yon to win 22-20, 21-18,

The nzvt game wag critical fur both sides - Jullan against Ann.
éJuliaL o cu tr attack in the first =wid paid the ocaalty. He then slowed
" things dowr. .. uhe escond and took it cemfortably. As.they changed round

foxr the '.. -, the lad himself said that he was not geing to be able to

loop and it her off. Why, then, did he do Jjust that in the first six points
of the third game and so find himgelf 5-1 down. despite drawing level on
three or four occasions, he never managed to get his nose in front, And
guess who served off at 14-17 and went on to lose 19-21, never mind

Julian it's all good experience,

Drawing a quick veil over thce next game in which Rentagob, still
upsetby the yobbo's behavicur; played so badly that the only possible
method of help of help was to call in the Dyna-rod man, Ste stood at
the ~ther end and waited for the points to be given him;Joif then started
to Wwholish Robbic and won the first 11 in double guick tim#. However,
these two showmien couldn!t resist the opportunity to play f5 the gallery
and go for the endurance record in the sccond. UnfortunatciYs sometiring

went wrong and the game cane to an early and unscheduled eggggﬁﬁa paltry
30-28 to John, A5
i So, only the doubles to play and Pinewood dormie two. Robbie & Julian
took on Ann & John. In the first, Julian hit through John frequently
" enough for us to win 18, In the second, thcy sncakcd home by the same score.
At 10-4 in the third, things looked good for us but the baddies gradually
edged their way back. The turning point was when the score was about 15-12
to us. Julian hit an abseolutely stunning kill only for Ann to step into
it and block it back. Spontaneous applausc from all-on-Sunday(including
the players) and the shot of the season as far as most of us are concerned
They caught up at 20-2l1l and didn'?t waste much time after that.

In the dead last gemey, an inspired Essjay managed to beat Erank,
Steve and Rentadynarod 14-21,21-19,22-20, - ;

One final question to the Pi newood team. How much did it cost you
to bribe us to lose this geme? Answers ( on used£50 notes only) to
Rer " ~gob c¢/o Neston C.C.

v/

I do have in nmy possesion the other version of this match from Pinewoods
angle I will cndeavour to print this in a linmited edition of the 'Homm!
to be available at the A.G.JM. so keep this copy to compare.

This will be the last copy to be distributed this season,; so a word of * . .
thanks to those who have helped me with copy and to those who have

helped in the distribution of the newslettersy, I hopé that the Club
Secretaries or whoever receives this edition will see that it is given

out to as many members as possibley thankyou,
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L letter from Norman Berry &-
Heviu~ held the position of Fixture S¢

years -5 decided that I 1o Tonser wish pamzin a commitbee
mempar, e decision was made UL - ] a cilub on a
o.7o . mattery (a) to advise ahomw t the last
matel. o taeir scason would not be pLajye ) a

regul b of a certain matche What I dicdn't cxpect was

snothor club member to leave their premiscse. This ki
could Ao without and T would suggest that this club put £
inations for the committee to fill at least one vacant
et is probally known, is that a ¢ ot deal:oef
has been put in to produce Results and Loaguc Tables
papers =nd averages for the Virral Horm. :
That is probally not known by the ordinary league member is the
a

amount of rule - bending or dubious practices carricd on by some Q : DFe
Thigs scason has secn many instances and in Oy opinion meny ;5%5
han in provious scasoliSe Take the first divisionie

At the begimming of the season it 2

eared to be a race between
Mderley, Wirral Gas & New Brighton. ildcTricys registrations locked
very strongs as did Wirral Gas, with New Brighton putting forward

s formidable overall team. In practice what happened? - ALDERLEY
Trevor Manning Wirral No 1 turns out only in crucial matchcss T s0 :
far this scasthe Wayne Porcival a Chezhire ranked player has nanaged to
play < matches and by coincidence werc both against Wirral Gas.

Dont nowcver sparc any pity for Wirral @as for in these natches they
produ ced Keith Williams the Lancashire No 4 and Liverpool no 1

for his only 2 matches in the Wirral leaguey losing all his singlesa

Yew Brighton did however play the majority of their matches with
the sgame 4 playcrs not withstanding that 2 of their playexrs. werc
Liverpool domiciled at the beginning of the scasole :

‘nother query that ariscs with regard to Liverpool and North Wales
domicziled players is with represcntation in our Lancashire & Cheshire
toams, At present the foreign strength is 4 scniors and 2 juniors
and I snow oriticisn has been voiced by members of the lcague in ts

reSPChise Second Division has been quite conpebitive and it would appeal
that Nalgo will win the Division from Alderley 3 o L have however heard
that an Aldeley player did give preferencc to his Liverpool Leaguc Clul
on a clash of dates and in oosequenoeﬂldorley suffered a shock defeaty
which could have cost them the Divisione ]
Division 3. 1t would appear thet N.B.C.C. 2 will now win this

division by tactics certainly within the rules, butb considered by the
chasing tecams to be completely unfair and unsporting, Table Tennis in
the middle divisions Was ot one time played in a fricndly atmosphercs



ctitively ruthlese as in the higher divisions,
this cotext clubs were allowcd considerable

latitude in the starring
ET-F players end whilst the lcague rulcs could stop this practice
o , rarcly uscd. Clubs in this catagory in the 2 middle divisions
Tinewood, Caldy, Engglish Martyrsy; W.RU.B.C.; N.C.L.T.C. s Wirral Gas
in 6 of the above instances the higher ranked toam could be
nenthened by the inklusion of members of the lower ranked team.
Thig leads on to division 4 where the division is being contested by
L Ing. Mars 2 & Wirral Gas 3. both these teams arc in breach of the rulcs
> “por entire.y different rcasons. The results for the season have shown that
in the case of the fommer tacm they have a player who could be in a higher
division, anc i:. the latter tocam is not playing to ibts full strength.
Tellasey anor 3 are almost certainly winncrs of divigion 5 with
Oxton X Bats ruancrs up s this divis ion contains quitc a nuuber of young
Peers who will make the higher divisiong as the ycars progreesS.

Four tesums 2t present fight out division 6 with Beauforts the
favourites. I ofica wonder what gocs through the ninds of the more ox-
pericneed in the Esauforts, Well Ferrics & Upton $.C. teams when they

« are faced with the 71 & 12 year olds in this division. At present they may
B e able to takc it cagy and be lenient. they should reflect however that

. thesc roungsters w1l progress rapidly and within a shHort time will be

£ kmockire them off fie table.

L “urthor arce »f consention is the requests by Clubs after the 31st
Jen. for the registrasion of additional players and re-starring of other
players. I can as fixture szcrctary and in docordence with the rules gither
acceps or regect such rcqueztbs. Tn this respect Shis season has been no
diffe-ent from previcus seasons. Since the 1st Fet. I have recceived 4 such
requeshs, nearly all indicating that if they ars regecteds; they will have
4c. tura up wigh a player skort or not turn up a7 all, In the interests
oF plaring Table Tennis the request has normally been accepted.

Hewever these decitions can sometines kave repercussions not envisaged
a: the sime of acceptance ard can have bearings on future results. I have
o 7ays he_d the view that the league is in oxistonce to promotc the

S ing o Table Tennis at all lovelss
! Thig report is mnot intended to upsct zembors, it is nainly to point
1 ou difficultics and anomalice in trying to cerry out a thankless task.

The A.G.M. is due in May and I an surc trat the cormittece will be

plesed to reccive any constructive assistance n any of the foregoing
nat:rs,

w
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LANCS & CHESH, NEWS &=

Wirrals first tcem finished off their scason by being beaten
9 ~ 1 by Liverpool, Trevor Manning scorcd the only victory. Vorse
news,however, is that Warrington have becen awarded a ganme they had
lost to Preston becausc Preston had played an ineligible player. this
neans that Warrington move ahead of Wirral in the division and the

Wirral will be relagated,

Our sccond team also finished the season by losing to Blackburn
9 - 1, This nay cost them the division championship but at lerst they
were already assurced ofpromotion to Dive 2 where they will be
competing with our first team next season, This has been a fine = & v
achievenent by Phil Luxon (player ranager), Malcolm McEvay & Billy
Wardle,

The third team completed their season with a 6 - 4 win over
Blackpool, this team have had a disapointing season; but althougethey
lost morc than they won they have avoided relagation, the fouth team
also recorded a win in their final natchto finish up in a respec-
table position in dive 5. This team has been used to give experience
to players who have never represegnted Wirral beforc and to Jjuniors.
Best results were obtained by Bernie Wentworth & indy Taylor but
Rogér Butler after a poor start won scveral nmatches in fine stylce.

The junior first tean beat Ellesmere Port in the final ngtch
of the scason by 6 - 4 to win the Div, 2 championship. The tension
generated by the importance of the natch(only a win was good enough
for our team) neant that the quality of play was not as good as
anticipated, Andy Taylor, Berhie Wentworth and Gary Daw were the
regular menbers of this team and high hopes are cntertained of the
tean winning Dive 1 next season.

The junior second team finished their season by beating
Mocclesficld to attain a respectable mid- table position. The
regular tean was Paul Birken, Neil Kirsopp & Neil Montegue,
Opportunity was also given taken to give representative
experience to Paul Wright, Grahan Fletcher, Julian Veatocrall &
Leigh Donnison, .
Congratulations to Andy Taylor who was picked to play ir a
rcgional team to play a visiting tean from Norway recently I Lelievs
he won onec & lost one of his ganes.



