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WEMBLEY & HARROW LEAGUE SCRAPBOOK 

 
This presentation introduces some items from the League archives, or, more precisely, late League 
President Michael Close's scrapbook. There is a selection of newspaper articles and contemporary 

photographs going back to the 1940s.  
 
1948-55 
 
 

 
 
A cutting from the local paper showing the final League tables for the seven men's and one ladies' 
divisions in 1947-48. 
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Action from the World Championships held at the Empire Pool (now the Wembley Arena) in 1954. 
 
 

 
 
Some of the winners at the League Closed Championships held at Kodak in 1955. Back row, left to 
right: J Parker and S Jacobson (men's doubles), Miss J Lewsey and Miss L Murray (ladies' doubles), 

L Landry (junior boys' singles); Front row: Miss M Chipperfield (ladies' singles), M Close (men's 
singles). 
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1956-1957 
 
 
 

 
 
How the local paper reported the League Closed Championships in 1956. 
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The Elvin Cup winners for Wembley and Sudbury in 1956: Tony Hill, Michael Close and Lawrie 
Landry. 
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And the same team won in 1957! 

 
 
 
 
Michael Close in action 

 
Michael Close, former Chairman of the League, also holds the record for the number of senior titles 
won at the Closed Championships, as well as many other team titles. Here are some archive 
photographs from Michael's playing days. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Practicing at the Herga club in 1954 
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With Tony Hill (centre) and Ralph Lewis (right), the double-winning Wembley & Sudbury team of 
1960/61 
 

 

 
 
Michael Close (centre), winning captain. 
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1958-1963 

 
 
 

 
 

Winners from the Closed Championships 1958: Back row: L Landry (men's doubles), E Howarth 

(boys' singles), M Close (men's doubles and mixed doubles); Front row: Miss J Lewsey (ladies' 
doubles), Mrs M Seilly (ladies' singles), A Rhodes (men's singles), Miss L Murray (ladies' doubles and 
mixed doubles). 
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A report on the Elvin Cup Final, 1959 
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The front page from the programme of a challenge match in May 1959. The Wembley Lions won 9-0. 
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This local newspaper report is about the Closed Championships in 1963. 
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1964-1970 

 
 

 

 
 
In 1964, the decision was taken to end the separate Ladies' divisions. 
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The report on the Closed Championships 1970. 
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The Seaholme brothers won their second of many men's doubles titles at the Closed Championships 
in 1970. 
 



                                                                                                                                             Page 14 of 
18 

 

 
 
Marian Henderson retained her junior girls' title at the Closed Championships in 1970, but never 
subsequently won any senior titles. 
1971-1980 
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Closed Championships report 1971 
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Coaching at the Harrow Leisure Centre, soon after opening in 1975. 
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Elvin Cup finalists 1980: Back row: H Meadows, J McCance, D Seaholme, M Close, S Seaholme, J 
Corrall; Front row: Olypmus Youth Shield finalists 1980: S Lee, K Brothwood, D Rosenbaum, A 
Marcus, D Hughes, Miss L Phelps. 
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Action from the Harrow Youth Championships, 1980. 


