WEMBLEY & HARROW LEAGUE SCRAPBOOK

This presentation introduces some items from the League archives, or, more precisely, late League
President Michael Close's scrapbook. There is a selection of newspaper articles and contemporary

photographs going back to the 1940s.
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A cutting from the local paper showing the final League tables for the seven men's and one ladies'
divisions in 1947-48.
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Action from the World Championships held at the Empire Pool (now the Wembley Arena) in 1954.

Some of the winners at the League Closed Championships held at Kodak in 1955. Back row, left to
right: J Parker and S Jacobson (men's doubles), Miss J Lewsey and Miss L Murray (ladies' doubles),
L Landry (junior boys' singles); Front row: Miss M Chipperfield (ladies' singles), M Close (men's
singles).
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1956-1957

MISS MURRAY HITS
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RIDE of place in the finals of fl Wembley  Closed
tbrle fennis touriimeny plived af the R.A L. Hports
Arena, Siwunore Pack, on Satarday, went to Mis L.
Muivrcay (Wernbley Tnstitate), who won three: tithes.
Flaying ar ke Aop & her
fowrn, Wi Marmay deferied L :
ez ). Flavwnrd (6inimins n e [ R e ] 0 R L P L
wEAen’s sinples, ond won chei Wenson's sinplas, laal: 3iss P
misl nnd women’s doubles o | Al heat Mrs, Ko lavward
partneralip - sl o Mo Close [ 2327, 21002 Wom's dolbles, -
(Wembley nnd - Swihiry] and | fina- Wiss B Lawsev and Mok
Mizs 1. Tevsiy (W bley Tnetie Lp. Murmy beal Mise 1, Brasks
Tulel: raspeelivaly, and M M Beillv 21-16, 19227,
Andbier - pallanl  perfazne 21=16, © Men's doulles, Bnal: A
mag Lo Landey (Wembloy and [ Rhades apd % Juzehaon bears
By who came back fram AL £ 12601 and A Hyams 21-13;
being 2-FCdown Ly take ke 315 el deviifales, final: M.
e sineles litle apnins! inter. | ¢ lome ol Mrza L bfarmny heat?
matioral Alun - Ehodes am- | A Rivrsles fad adiss J Hrooks *
lew Bvslitulel an o Bnal wheh 21275 2115,
Wik packed will zoning,
Elias Lnacdey soomoei - aif o« —— . i
fu..:uu:.b;:'ul LTE'.THE | Eurlier f 3
ad. eaten o Chese o the o ;
sivwles memitfoul, nngd B, Darn- lnﬁtltute
nelive (GECY 9 the linal-of -
Lhe boys" singles. 1

Last both - fingls Wiﬂ the :

L Miss .T.I Brooks [(Waest E{l?:\- ' )
Fowl reached two finals, b E' (:
was nn e I-rlir.n gl m'c.uuh. Vlﬂ u p
The pacivership with Mes: M. H oot o
i o Ihoa 21, W
Seiily (:inm'_-i-.-r. Matlhey) pro- [HE:,,Luab:PEﬁdk 1_d| _ﬁg'",%‘,r*’;; -
vided ' sfe00r oppocition. (i the aF - the Wiinbley Ao Bl
WITGNE dnables, e n o the | Tyale Tt Lezpue's:  Elvin:
T mits she and AL Rhades | Cup ameelion st (ha - Kaodak
Eailed 2o-fined #heir lanch, Clish, Wenhfslome, las woek. -
Mizs B 0% livan (Rlug TrH- # .IhEIi"'Eil:E.lr EEafihy wrent !'i' E]'"E;
angle) was tobbed of fhe appnp- | TH00elE 30 winners fnginst Can: |
TUNLY to alay in o feals® iy | 100 Srod Il—"'ﬁ“"ﬁ s e

e b by Mrs, Meyern
i the niels™ singles Anal he -"-,i_rl_,'- of i";” Ienarin chn*rma‘h:r,u'm i

snse ol the uicsvaidable oh- | T Wenzhicy Towtiile - teni
sence ol her oppancnt, Miss €, | sas: 4, Fhodes, AL Hyvama and
Fraser (Rlie Trinnped . Mias| 8. Jasahso,

Chgallivan deelined.. 2wl | :

ever Aol Ahe mansh Dwifl e b i (L
Flaved fzrer k |
= Tha D.'lﬂll'l'-i.l'.dinE‘ Officer z¢ ek =
Slannioee,  Wing  Commender

e

Tripuee, waz prasenl with™his A B4 TR 3
wike, who  presenfed the cups . i
Al rgdlals,

Detsil=d  vosulis: Toys' .
sinnles, linaly Lo Tandey Tholder) 4
sl . Dl 2i-14, 2118 - g e | b =
iees sivpler,  damidfingls: A, 1

A bear AT infogch 21-1%,.
<ITC L Loy feal M. Clase |
13,1821 18 Tnal 1.
Labidre beat A Bhodos 21875 L FLT =P T

How the local paper reported the League Closed Championships in 1956.
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The Elvin Cup winners for Wembley and Sudbury in 1956: Tony Hill, Michael Close and Lawrie
Landry.
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And the same team won in 1957!

Michael Close in action

Michael Close, former Chairman of the League, also holds the record for the number of senior titles
won at the Closed Championships, as well as many other team titles. Here are some archive

photographs from Michael's playing days.

Practicing at the Herga club in 1954
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With Tony Hill (centre) and Ralph Lewis (right), the double-winning Wembley & Sudbury team of

1960/61

Michael Close (centre), winning captain.
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1958-1963

Winners from the Closed Championships 1958: Back row: L Landry (men's doubles), E Howarth
(boys' singles), M Close (men's doubles and mixed doubles); Front row: Miss J Lewsey (ladies'
doubles), Mrs M Seilly (ladies' singles), A Rhodes (men's singles), Miss L Murray (ladies' doubles and
mixed doubles).
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A report on the Elvin Cup Final, 1959
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The front page from the programme of a challenge match in May 1959. The Wembley Lions won 9-0.
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This local newspaper report is about the Closed Championships in
i
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1964-1970

In 1964, the decision was taken to end the separate Ladies' divisions.
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The report on the Closed Championships 1970.
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' The Weinbley and Harrow L-nguu 5 prundam 5 mh Mrs. Emily Amnr
with the mens doubles. wmn-rs David {Iarr-;]- and Etmm Seaholme. ;

The Seaholme brothers won their second of many men's doubles titles at the Closed Championships
in 1970.

‘d Page 13 of

18




Marian Henderson retained her junior girls' title at the Closed Championships in 1970, but never
subsequently won any senior titles.
1971-1980
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Veteran Close

takes

three
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11 praces will alacking shols,

FOUND FORM

Enrlier Close had partnersd: Koedak’s Moy
Clgr moa DA-21L 2 l-liy 2110 mixed ckables
win o Boior Lechie OWes Endhoand Evs Bril-
Lo | atau)

The erenmdl chumpions Lom the Arsc game
wilk Mary complaly ot of towch, hus as she
wrow Legs teatative they fpand corvincine farm.

Seon aRer, the indomzable Clece neair 2nme

fuce b Faoe with Leckie far che fmal of the vese
rana event. Leckic's mam bape was lia 0oy
haek- e B ok Llloss donmaarad this snd (Fs
maReh torwin 2 1-i, £

Mosr swgteeslol woman compettor. ol ks
championzlips — wltimately “="wus Ymcentian
Mlury Serwes, with wins in the wamen's seneles
sl Jeubles,

REVERSED

Mazy musr fal thar Farmies arnflad VR SWEr
v oal ter o the ginples svel, Jar o the qualifwing
arotips ehel i Iear o pMare I'|l3l"|_ it fonzd
figreedlin Lhe i Cinals 2 a Taeky lossr,

Here she revessed her detez I’{I dos, Clerg oo
a2 mabsh against Habch Dnd's Margoret
Hisrns the former Maorgarer Fry, on oex
I'.nglnm'l inrernackenal and CrapceEzershice and
Mlicklleaey Sty plarce who waz makne ler
clahiis w b champinnghips,

Maraarcl, troe o leee e Sheaglonl b
roninls, Dost thes Jorst wame when alker builéomg an
wacly Tead she fnitec rix efeced adecuncely against
‘ner epponent’s pawerfal Eiring.

Bir Far omes S was usalie recsas IErazEh
i ke Tasl Lwo gancels, Lo Mary imgintaiced hee
prossoce Lo Lake e disle 21-18, 21-8.

A smilar determined recovery helped oy
anel pariony Beryl Owiler [Eagle Star)
‘eague's leading warmen plavers Eerwitrds the

Closed Championships report 1971

desaldes arowr it whar wos the most socting fnal
alf s evening.

Al Ioaing e Trel games 1521 dghinst the
a J'IIE"I.|- rivals w1 mimet
doubles thew slariied bk Lo decizvdy wio
1h=11t!a:t1.wng.1me11l Ll 25-10.

‘The hevs™ singles Tinol produced o meul bald
spgunier when  Kenron's Rl 2 inc Ddckie
Pliips et clupmate Grabham  Pavne - whio

wands 5 1L 6 in ||

. Pavne apperad avoiciane by the aine ol his

Hem apiirst an in-Lom et il arhicr

in rhe waek had recorded men’s sinighos wirs over

Coeil Bizemom nnd I’Zri!: Srank, bk alse of Ken-
155

Philps glided oo commardiog, 23113, 2113
.

FROMISE

Lauzz Stalbraa (ELarrow Youth s conlirmsd hee
area j"l‘l."l'l""l!! with. 2 confident, weeressive win by
21-5, 2i-4 cocencFinbin Stasieon (larrow Wenkd
LR FIRTIBA L "\lll'l'= Aingless Sl i

Laura, = |l.=21!:l.".' Sl AepEEinianee ployer
showld o Far wich b enodbes,  nl-whsnevsr
prssile style of pasme, 5

Anather -:-:-n|:|r|.I|l.||1i'.., Wil emiedn e sy
s gles evei —Anr '.In.-'\.n: Friom diviziom six and
belaa — when Chris Hervzy THocibmwined LTE)
Ll eab-od-ponicl s Peier [Faniert [ emblee S0

21-14, 206 :
The v Jimal noj 1 e onnissied came, diss
paingingly, inoghe omen’s, douilzse event. 13

JIMED paiz of Tonw Fafvia pncd o B Sadrey
reoeived @ walkoeie wily i ¥elk & Creneral
ppponents L] and Suar Seanoine wnake 1o
ippuar —— Btuar broke a ko paying maebarhe
wizes bafore.

Primes weop presented oy leapee Tresidens Mr.
Arthur Anar and his eife, accompined by
clainm e MR R

BY ONE

B nng b wesi, the leaeue s seoaned b s
|I,<= o EnpiL Sed mou Kiddleses ingor-
» matck. Deails DR cmldcy

B b.m- 'rl"u.I_. -; A
1RE I 2hid,

-
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Battling to .change_thé

0 ‘r- "'l,,l-rb:'" S
"\

o b Jﬂ.{c
-r"'.f-v.\"-? T

ping-pong 1mage

THE CHINESE might be
the dominant force behind
ot of the world’s faztest ball
games — but not for much
longer if local table tennis
coaches canshclp it
Far wiurdiy. momni

at the Elvd?m Cantmy ey ;.;En

CLPHIME,
For the past toro wears the
Wembley and Harmow Le

hag won the Middosex Junsor
[mepmﬂu with the belp of

ngcs at'the clab,
E Snturdny, just before 9
youngsiers  nged  be-
lwum. oine and 18 irmoop down

to-the concee. They raoge from

conplete - beglnnera {2
pecienced plavers,
The thres-hour sessions hnve

been running since the Leisune
Centre: opeoed. about ten mr:
ape, but the coachin %

been going for ovee 20, It bu:ga.n
at the schonl in' Grant - Poad,
Wealdstone,

Founder of  the  club i
Michacl Clogs, chairman of the
Wembley  and Harrow  Table
Temnis Lenague and conch for
Middlesex, -
Adtbough hes sl coaches at
theclob wlwen Toe can, dibect

ibilicy fior ite running lice
mnm}ur ~conch,  Brinn
Tysae,

1o 2l nine coaches Lvs Lhelr
time voluntarily to) the woung-
sters. to-develop their talent and
in’tarm help the game progress.
Tnhle tennis is trying hnrd 1o nd
e

R Y will accept any jun-
Jor e long &g they can’
bat and demenstrate some batl
coptral.

The' ficst half:boue iz spemd
knnnkm? up, Followed by Lwao
hours o mdlm,u.. leaving the

~By _
‘Sally-Anne
Burrows

Iagt half-hoar free to m:-m?cu :
.g;ra pogition on the elub’s

When the junloss firer _]nm i
they ‘are taught basic ball comn-
L stance and how to held the

At, t

It i5 impressed on the young- :

sters thut dable tennis is o games

of “moveent abd - beesuse, of
this, [Tuwss trandog lg E‘I.lmd m_

when possible

Ynungﬂ.u's pructise in pmr:..
Ench tahle is numbecs] o that
the hesd players dre on number
one with the beginners on table
o,

s they improve they move
apr i the next dable. -

The

ake pmﬁcl.cm

" bremze, silver angzul.d—-—a:the
clab,  These on the top  four

txhles all have their bronze. :r.u:'l
eope bave slver and gold

The elub has nmcmwhn”

are merbera, “There ars more
apportumities for girs," spid MT
Close,  *“becruse
nesded by play for the clubg and
Asre ace fewar ladios wivo play
than men,”

Certainly: Do-year-hobd Hay-
ey Smee is doing well with a
ailver o bes L and ranked
sadh among hiddiceex gicd jun:
jora. Hayky has. been plaving
for Canopg Cootnanily Cented
for the past three years.

“Tabd tennis is & great sport,
Yoo need bods of skill and it
boep: }ﬁu ﬁ:," said Ha].-l.e_-.-.

Mext weck Focns on beliring-
ing

youngsters are ahle too

they ' nre

Ch.u.ruu.l of the Wembley nnd Harrow Table Tennis” [,{-.nwc,
Michael Cloge, eoaching ihe slub' only Chinese member, 10-yeor-old
Alphonsus Les. -

Where to play

a1 the dr.-;li Further details or.
S} 1518,

- Willesden Sports Centre in
Dm‘lmn ton Road, hos l

© LESSOMNS ar the Leisure Cen-
e, Sameday momings % am
i I noan, £16 for a1 3-week
ierm. Contact Brian Tysoe an

HEGH TG, g‘bl.u ble on o d
Vale Farm Sponls Centrein ::guum, Sports  Cenire,

Wattord Koad, Sudbury, has
rabde ennis facilitdes but: no
I:swrﬁ Tables :Tytlc bd:u:l]:::d
NveT E plmn: medmn rs
— ht-ab e leerd - mnst  book

Charieels Road, Kilbum, has
two tables . avaidable §F re-
quested. Mo arrangomenls for
g!:;:ils- Further detalls on 625

Coaching at the Harrow Leisure Centre, soon after opening in 1975.
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Elvin Cup finalists 1980: Back row: H Meadows, ] McCance, D Seaholme, M Close, S Seaholme, ]
Corrall; Front row: Olypmus Youth Shield finalists 1980: S Lee, K Brothwood, D Rosenbaum, A
Marcus, D Hughes, Miss L Phelps.
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Action from the Harrow Youth Championships, 1980.
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