To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)

Somewhat surprisingly, chart-topper Daniel Moses fell by the wayside in Kingfisher’s latest Grand Prix tournament.  However, the Earley teenage star’s defeat was not at the hands of his main rival, Hari Gehlot, but, in only the second round, he lost out to top Basingstoke player Tony Reynolds.  A delighted Reynolds wrapped up his unexpected win in four ends 14-12 11-7 8-11 11-9.
Reynolds went on to play and defeat Tilehurst’s Trevor Organ at the quarter-final stage, again in four games.  But the Hampshire man’s superb run was not to last…

In his semi-final match, Reynolds was drawn against a player who is without doubt one of the very best in the entire country.  Woodley’s and England’s Liam McTiernan made one of his rare appearances at this Tees Sport-sponsored event and, sadly from the Basingstoke man’s point of view, easily defeated his opponent in three straight games.
The final itself was contested between McTiernan and second-placed man Hari Gehlot.  Hamilton Road’s Gehlot, who has won so many Grand Prix championships himself in the past, had to concede to yet another teenage star and, while the score was fairly close, McTiernan again romped home in three straight games.  McTiernan has only played in two Grands Prix but has won both of them and, because of this, now finds himself in sixth position on the leaderboard.  Any further appearances will, without doubt, throw the leadership contest into total disarray!
But, as always, the Grand Prix excitement did not rest with the battle for the prize-winning positions.  France’s Jean-Noël Thepaut, who currently works in Shinfield, is a much better player than his Grand Prix placing suggests.  Indeed, when he was unexpectedly drawn against Daniel Moses in the consolation event, Thepaut fought tooth and nail against his much higher-ranked opponent.  In a thrilling fourth game, the Frenchman had no less than seven match points but failed to convert any of them.  Moses ran out the eventual winner with a scoreline of 11-8 11-13 9-11 19-17 11-8.
The seventh consolation final was contested between Moses and Winnersh county veteran Geoff Civil.  This match also went to the wire, with the Earley youngster again taking the honours in five exciting games 7-11 6-11 11-7 11-6 15-13.

Results of Tournament 7:
Quarter Finals:  Daniel McTiernan bt Nick Heaps 11-5 11-8 11-9; Hari Gehlot bt Steve Dobbins 11-9 11-6 11-6; Liam McTiernan bt Bradley King 11-6 11-6 11-8; Tony Reynolds bt Trevor Organ 11-9 11-4 7-11 11-6.
Semi Finals:  Gehlot bt D McTiernan 11-13 1-2 6-11 13-11 11-5; L McTiernan bt Reynolds 11-7 11-3 11-5.
Final:  L McTiernan bt Gehlot 11-7 11-8 11-8.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 7:  Moses 689, Gehlot 534, D McTiernan 353, Costa 345, Reynolds 253, L McTiernan 241, Civil 196, King 195, Heaps 191, Rosinski 190, Dyke 171, Dobbins 126, Organ 124, Mitchell 122, S Williams 118, Porter 114, Yon 106, Woolven-Allen 98, Gostelow 90, L Williams 88, Diplock 87, Bennett 83, Burns 81, Fifield 72, Thepaut 67, Pack 60, Ayres 52, Duncan 46, Gallen 42, Dorrington 42, McGrane 36, Grover 23, Albelo 22, Pusey 21, Houghton 20, Wedi 19, Farnworth 15, Gafarov 0.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 1st July 2012)

