To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)

The Indian star Hari Gehlot went into the fifth Tees Sport-sponsored Kingfisher Grand Prix final, determined to take out the series leader Daniel Moses.  But fight though he did, Gehlot failed to achieve his aim.  It is true that the teenager won each game by only the very closest of margins, but Moses took the latest title in three straight games 11-9 11-9 11-9.  Gehlot was naturally disappointed, but he will fight on.  The show is far from over.

To reach this latest final, Moses was drawn first of all against the hard-hitting Scot Patrick Burns.  But it doesn’t matter how hard you hit the ball if your opponent keeps returning it!  Moses was in his element, lob-defending from 25 feet behind the table until, eventually, Burns made the inevitable mistake.  Moses took the match 11-6 11-1 11-5.

In the second round, Moses defeated top lady Wendy Porter, again in three straight ends 11-2 11-8 11-5, before tackling Wokingham veteran Peter Bennett at the quarter-final stage.  Bennett took an end from the Earley Wunderkind, but the final result was never really in doubt.
In his semi-final match, Moses was drawn against third-placed man Elson Costa, a master of the Eastern penholder grip.  Everyone expected a fiercely-competitive match but, despite a last-ditch rally by the Brazilian, Moses again romped through without much trouble.

For his part, Gehlot defeated Tilehurst’s Trevor Organ 11-1 11-9 11-6, before despatching Woodley’s Daniel McTiernan in four ends in their quarter-final clash.  At the semi-final stage Gehlot took out top Basingstoke player Tony Reynolds, again in four ends.  And so to the final between the top two players…

Interest along the way saw 13-year-old Daniel McTiernan, who plays for England at cadet level, beat Ealing’s Bradley King in a five-game thriller 16-18 12-10 11-6 8-11 11-2.

The top two ladies, vying for their own personal trophy, have again swapped places.  Caversham Park’s Sharon Mitchell has now accrued 95 points compared to Tilehurst’s Wendy Porter’s 91.  But it is still far too early to make any assumptions in this particular race!

Results of Tournament 5:
Quarter Finals:  Hari Gehlot bt Daniel McTiernan 11-8 11-9 10-12 11-2; Elson Costa bt Andy Yon 12-10 11-7 11-8; Daniel Moses bt Peter Bennett 11-6 11-5 11-13 11-6; Tony Reynolds bt Richard Rosinski 11-5 7-11 11-4 11-7.
Semi Finals:  Moses bt Costa 11-8 11-3 13-11; Gehlot bt Reynolds 11-7 11-5 10-12 11-9.
Final:  Moses bt Gehlot 11-9 11-9 11-9.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 5:  Moses 500, Gehlot 369, Costa 286, D McTiernan 235, King 166, Heaps 161, Reynolds 151, Dyke 140, Civil 125, L McTiernan 113, Rosinski 109, Mitchell 95, Woolven-Allen 91, S Williams 91, Porter 91, L Williams 88, Dobbins 86, Bennett 82, Burns 81, Yon 76, Fifield 72, Organ 68, Gostelow 67, Diplock 46, Thepaut 39, McGrane 36, Duncan 35, Gallen 27, Pack 27, Ayres 27, Dorrington 24, Grover 23, Pusey 21, Wedi 19, Farnworth 15, Houghton 14, Albelo 13, Gafarov 0.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 17th June 2012)

