To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)

England Junior international Liam McTiernan has only played in four Kingfisher Grands Prix  –  but he has won all of them.  His latest victory, in the final of which he defeated chart-topper Daniel Moses in three close games, has pushed him to within striking distance of third-placed man Elson Costa.  Next week’s twelfth and final event, in which double points will be awarded, will almost certainly see some shuffling around in the top leaderboard positions.
Having said that, it is extremely unlikely that either Moses, who has just broken the 1000-point barrier, or Hari Gehlot, who stands in second place with 773 points, will lose their places.
Liam McTiernan is not the only player vying for third place.  Basingstoke’s Tony Reynolds is also poised to inflict damage on Costa.  On the other hand, the Oxford-based Brazilian will not relinquish his prize-winning position without a determined fight.

Liam McTiernan has already snatched the “Top Junior Boy” position away from his younger brother Daniel, putting himself in line for two potential prizes.  In the ladies’ section, Caversham Park’s Sharon Mitchell is well-placed to take the ultimate honours, standing, as she does, some 31 points ahead of Tilehurst’s Wendy Porter.  But 31 points is not an insurmountable gap by Grand Prix standards, and the men players will be intrigued to see which lady emerges victorious.

In this latest Tees Sport-sponsored Kingfisher event, there was much excitement along the way.  The hard-hitting Scot, Pat Burns, who lives in Woodley, had great trouble in his match against Caversham’s octogenarian Mike Dorrington.  Dorrington, who missed out on a bronze medal by just two frustrating points in the Over-80s section of the World Championships held recently in Stockholm, fought tooth and nail before allowing the Scot through 14-12 9-11 11-7 8-11 11-9.
18-year-old Michael Houghton, who hails from Woodley, defeated Andy Yon, a much higher-ranked opponent, in a five-game thriller 11-13 6-11 11-7 11-4 11-8.
Top Reading player Stuart Williams had an unlucky tournament.  In the main event he was beaten by Frimley’s County player Graham Outrim in thee straight but incredibly close games 13-11 11-9 11-9.  Williams, relegated to the consolation event, was then drawn against Newbury’s Leo Long.  Everyone expected Williams to take this match but Long  –  and this shows how much the West Berkshire teenager has improved  –  defeated his Reading Division 1 opponent in four thrilling ends 8-11 12-10 11-8 15-13.
The final of the consolation event was contested between Ealing’s Bradley King and Basingstoke’s Tony Reynolds.  Reynolds led by 10 points to 8 in the fifth deciding game and the match was seemingly over.  But King fought back with sheer determination to grab the honours 14-12 11-8 11-13 6-11 13-11.

Results of Tournament 11:
Quarter Finals:  Liam McTiernan bt Roger Woolven-Allen 11-7 11-9 11-5; Daniel Moses bt Elson Costa 11-6 10-12 11-4 10-12 11-6; Hari Gehlot bt Richard Rosinski 11-8 10-12 11-6 11-7; Graham Outrim bt Pat Burns 11-6 11-1 8-11 11-8.
Semi Finals:  Moses bt Outrim 11-8 9-11 7-11 11-6 11-6; McTiernan bt Gehlot 11-9 11-5 12-10.
Final:  McTiernan bt Moses 11-8 13-11 12-10.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 11:  Moses 1041, Gehlot 773, Costa 546, L McTiernan 504, Reynolds 486, D McTiernan 436, Civil 264, Rosinski 250, Heaps 244, S Williams 222, Woolven-Allen 215, Outrim 213, Dyke 213, Organ 212, Mitchell 180, Porter 149, Bennett 140, Thepaut 138, Yon 137, Dobbins 126, Burns 126, Gostelow 106, Long 101, Pack 99, Dorrington 99, Gallen 93, McGrane 89, L Williams 88, Diplock 87, Houghton 81, Duncan 74, Fifield 72, Childs 64, Ayres 52, Wedi 36, Liu 35, Albelo 25, Grover 23, Pusey 21, van Looy 21, Farnworth 15, Gafarov 10.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 27th July 2012)

