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Shh!  Our beloved Chairman and 
Secretary are both in the process 
of  bowing out (see page 2). They 
have been a blessing to us.  But 
now we need new people with 
ideas and a love for our game to 
carry on their work. 
Many things around may be changing for 
the worse - let’s stand up for table tennis! 
New blood or old - we need volunteers by 
the time of the AGM on June 5th. 
  Play well         Derek Wavell 

Simon Rowland is a dashing and explosive player - one of the 35 who joined in the Reading Closed tournament 
on 17th March.  Do come in and take a look at the sporting ferment that ensued.  These players knew they were 
good, they exulted in it, and their children came too!              Read the story - and watch the videos.

TT - ROOM AT THE TOP...



Secretary’s Notes on the Season 

Well that's another season done and dusted, 

the Reading League's Centenary Season. 

Congratulations to all our winners, runners-up 

and indeed ALL our players who have helped to 

make this another memorable season. Well 

done to Kingfisher ‘A’ on retaining their title and 

to division 1 runners up SC&P ‘A’ who gave 

them a 'mini' scare, especially when Daniel 

Moses turned up asking for a game! In division 

2 Reading FC bounce back to division 1 at the 

first time of asking while Kingfisher F's 2nd 

place means there are likely to be 5 Kingfisher 

teams in division 1 next season. 

Division 3 ended up a really close affair. 

OLOP ‘C’ came through to be champions 

while Kingfisher ‘I’ held on to be runners 

up ahead of OLOP ‘B’. The outcome of 

division 4 was in doubt all the way to the 

end. Sonning Sports ‘D’ finished top while 

SC&P ‘F’ edged out Springfield ‘C’ for 2nd. 

 

Nigel Maltby. 

General Secretary 

       Notes from our Chairman 
Hello Everyone 
Yet another season draws to a close so I 
congratulate the winners and the runners 
up and hope that the two bottom 
sides bounce back quickly 
At this stage I would like to thank 
all on the committee for all of their hard work to 
make the season go well 

Now after 56 years as a DFS  and about nine and a 
half years as Chairman I have decided to resign 
from  the committee.   This season has not been 

good for me as a DFS having to chase captains to 
clarify errors on the score cards  which was very 

upsetting 
So goodbye and still enjoy your TT win or lose. 

All the best    
Derek
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Derek Harrison, RDTTA Chairman steps down 
by Nick Lean 

Derek Harrison has served on the RDTTA 

Committee for more years than anyone else in 

the Association’s 100 year history, but has 

decided it is now time for him to step down. 

Derek started on the Committee in 1967 and is 

our current Chairman, a position he has held for 

9 years. His amazing record of being a 

Divisional Fixture Secretary for 55 seasons, up 

to and including the 2023/24 season, will surely 

never be beaten. He was also Special 

Competitions Secretary for 3 seasons during 

the early 1970s.  

I’m sure we all wish Derek well in his retirement 

from all his table tennis responsibilities. 

The Association will now be looking for volun-

teers to take on the role of Chairman and we 

will need a new DFS for next season. 

Wind of Change at Committee level 

by Nigel Maltby 

I would like to pass on my personal thanks  to 

Derek for his considerable efforts over the 

years which have been much appreciated.  

It is also time for me to seek people to 

undertake the roles I currently cover i.e. 

General Secretary, Minute Secretary and 

Press Officer, so if you feel you are able to put 

a little back to the game you play then feel free 

to contact me for a chat about what each job 

might entail. Additionally we are also seeking some-
one to take on the running of the Reading Closed 
championship and Individual Handicap Tournament. I 
believe Eric Van Looy will do it next season, but 

now is the time to contact him if you fancy 

'learning the ropes' ahead of season 25/26. 

Have a restful summer (or a hard working one on 

the practice table!) and I’ll see you all when I can. 

     Nigel 
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Nigel Maltby has decided the time has come 

for him to step down from all the various roles 

he has on the RDTTA Committee, including 

the key position of General Secretary. 

 

Nigel has been a stalwart of Reading table 

tennis for many years, taking on several dif-

ferent roles – often because no-one else 

came forward to do them!  He started as a 

Divisional Fixture Secretary in 1985 and then 

became Press Office in 1990 – a role he has 

held ever since! He also became RDTTA 

Chairman in 2002 and took the job as 

General Secretary at the same time, doing 

both jobs for 11 years then continuing as Gen. 

Secretary up to and including this season. 

In all, Nigel has held 6 different Committee 

roles over the last 39 years and a total of 80 

posts during that time, way more than anyone 
else in the history of the Association.  

Another responsibility Nigel has had for the 

last few years is that of League Construction 

“guru”, a role that to anyone else seems to 

mean a sprinkling of magic to fit every club’s 

requests for alternating weeks and shared 

home nights into the structure required for 12-

team divisions.  I can’t thank Nigel enough for 

all the time and commitment he has put in 

over the years to maintain the continuity of 

Reading table tennis.  

New volunteers will be needed for several 

roles next season, so please come forward if 

you think you might be able to help out and do 

your bit to keep the Reading league going 

next season and beyond.  

See the RDTTA website for description of all 

Committee roles, under the Information Menu 

item.  Please email rdtta.uk@gmail.com if 

you would like any more. information or to vol-

unteer.  

 

DIVISION  ONE APPEARANCES (SEE NEXT PAGE)

Nigel  Maltby steps down from Reading Table Tennis Committee 
by Nick Lean 



1

B
efore we get into the roll of hon-

our and our seasonal sun 

sets once more, I’d like to 

encourage you all one last time to 

attend the centenary evening at 

Tilehurst Royal British Legion on 

Wednesday the 5th of June. It will 

certainly be a case of the more the 

merrier.  I might even be hosting a 

short quiz! 

There are certainly a few perfor-

mances this season that 

deserve briefly calling 

out ahead of the 

a n n o u n c e m e n t s 

regarding final posi-

tions….. 

We seem to be witnessing a ‘changing-of-the-guard’ or 

‘coming-of-age’ era as a trio of young division 1 boys, all 12 

years old or thereabouts, emerge and transition to the next 

level in their playing careers. All three also seem to display 

an exemplary temperament, so those parents and coaches 

close to them should be proud and congratulated.  Prayrit 

Ahluwalia was the only player this season to beat Daniel 

Moses, a local legend and former national top 50 player. 

Theo Kniep took me out 3 - 0 and Rishaan Sawant out-

played his KFA colleagues one night to earn himself a player 

of the match award. I’m sure you will join me in hoping they 

choose to continue playing in the league regularly for the 

foreseeable future which will certainly help to maintain high 

playing standards. 

One more well-deserved callout – and it goes to Tom Astle 

of Sonning Common & Peppard ‘B’ fame. Most of us gen-

uinely believe (and so try to convince all of our friends) that 

our sport is extremely difficult and takes many years to mas-

ter its intricacies and finesse. Not so for Tom. In only his sec-

ond full season playing competitively to achieve 58% in 

Reading League’s top flight is mind-blowing. In the last 

newsletter I doubted his team’s chances of survival but 

largely thanks to him they proved me wrong!  Since then he 

achieved four maximums in the last six matches and has 

beaten players such as stalwart Gary Morgan! They avoided 

relegation by 1 point! 

Kudos to Keith Winter who was the only player to show up 

for all possible fixtures, but he will need to keep that up for 

five more years to beat Paul Savage’s record. Paul himself 

only missed one along with Brian Meheux, Danny 

Dockree and Jon Willis.       (See graph on previous page) 
Centenary Season Champions: Kingfisher ‘A’ – 

We (Martin Adams, Hari Gehlot, Rishaan Sawant, Darren 

Jones, Ross Saxby and Dmitry Khakhamov) are very 

proud to be the centenary season leading team. We had a 

little too much at the top-end coupled with strength in depth 

for our rivals and won all of our matches, although had 

Daniel Moses joined the SC&P club in time for the first 

handful of matches, the celebrations may well have been 

delayed by a couple of weeks. The crown was confirmed 

during the final run-in of high calibre matches against their 

nearest rivals Sonning Common & Peppard 'A' (6 - 4) and 

Kingfisher 'B' (9 - 1). 

Let’s agree this time around to MVPs being those who indi-

vidually contributed the most points across the season, 

thus… 

MVP: Martin Adams :D (44 points) 

Centenary Season Runners-up – Sonning Common &   

Peppard ‘A’ – Congratulations to Jason Roberts, Ed 

Lush, Dan Moses, Ian Cole and Gary Morgan. Dan com-

fortably achieved his maximum against Kingfisher ‘A’ to fin-

ish as the division’s overall leading average taker. On the 

same night Gary impressed in turning over Hari 11-5, 11-9, 

11-9.  But the 4 - 6 result effectively ended their challenge 

for the top spot. They then showed how they merited sec-

ond place as they pipped KFB 6 - 4. If their strongest trio of 

Dan, Ed and Gary can play against the top five next season 

they could have a chance of lifting the title in season 101. 
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by Martin Adams
            DIV 1                  PL   W    D    L       F      A     Pts 

1     Kingfisher A                20   20     0    0   176    24    176 

2     SC&P A                      20   17     0    3   162    38    162 

3     Kingfisher B                20   16     0    4   144    56    144 

4     Kingfisher C                20   11     3    6   116    84    116 

5     Tidmarsh A                 20     7     6    7   102    98    102 

6     Tilehurst RBL A           20   11     1    8     98  102      98 

7     Sonning Sports A       20     8     3    9     90  110      90 

8     Kingfisher D                20     1     5  14     61  139      61 

9     SC&P B                      20     3     1  16     55  145      55 

10   SC&P C                      20     2     3  15     54  146      54 

11   SC&P D                      20     1     4  15     42  158      42

DIVISION ONE

DANIEL MOSES

ROSS SAXBY, MARTIN ADAMS AND HARI GEHLOT



1
Ian has had few shocks and captain Jason can be proud of 

leading his club to their highest position for many years. 

MVP: Ed Lush (42 points) 

 

3rd: Kingfisher ‘B’– Julian Telford, Graham 

Mendick, Prayrit Ahluwalia, Cath Venning and Rajan 

Waterman come in a clear third. I would say that Prayrit 

needs no introduction, but I already did that!  Graham had 

a few unexpected hiccups along the way. Julian outscored 

him to earn player of the match in the final match and has 

certainly improved throughout the season. Cath made valu-

able contributions and Rajan is a top player but appear-

ances tailed off and so they were not able to challenge for 

second place. 

MVP: Graham Mendick (40 points) 

4th: Kingfisher ‘C’ – As expected Phil Mead, Matt 

Isherwood, Alan Cummings, Theo Kniep and Nigel 

Keedy flourished towards the end to finish top of best-ot-

the-rest mini-league by a clear 14 points (and largely with-

out Theo’s help).They scored 10, 9, 7 and 6 in their last four 

and with no obvious chinks in their armour they have been 

clinical against the lower order and still pose a challenge to 

the top teams, proven when they expertly pipped SC&P ’A’ 

6 - 4 in the early season. I would also argue that as well as 

is obviously the case with Theo, both Nigel and Matt are rid-

ing an improvement wave having achieved higher averages 

when compared to previous seasons.  

MVP: Matt Isherwood (27 points) 

 

5th: Tidmarsh ‘A’ – Duncan Groves, Lee Calcutt, 

Antony Baker and Dale Ballard can be very proud of their 

consistency and top half finish (W7 D6 L7). They enjoyed a 

seven-match unbeaten run leading up to March. Lee was 

the leading average taker with an impressive 72% and pips 

Antony for MVP, but only appeared once out of a possible 

six against the top three. The others were all extremely 

closely matched around 50%. Rob McMillan played up and 

scored a fine double against KFC so I expect to see plenty 

more of him next season. Simon Barter was not able to con-

tribute this time around but faced some of the top sides 

when selected. Worthy of recognition is that Duncan and 

Antony won their final three doubles against all the top three 

teams!  

MVP: Lee Calcutt (26 points) 

 

6th:  Tilehurst RBL ‘A’ – Despite more creditable per-

formances, Jon Willis, Keith Winter and Marc Brent had 

a more challenging home stretch than their rivals including 

all of the top three and could not hold on to fourth place 

since the last publication. Often struggling to field a first 

team whenever Marc was not selectable meant that Kate 

Maksimenko stepped in for the maximum-allowed four 

appearances and added five useful points to their cause, 

but they still needed five more reserve appearances which 

proved fruitless in terms of additional points.  

MVP Keith Winter (32 points) 
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Daniel Moses            SC&P A                       26       25         96.15% 

Martin Adams           Kingfisher A               47       44         93.62% 

Rajan Waterman      Kingfisher B              15       14         93.33% 

Hari Gehlot                Kingfisher A               44       41         93.18% 

Prayrit Ahluwalia      Kingfisher B              42       38         90.48% 

Ed Lush                      SC&P  A                      47       42         89.36% 

David Croucher        Sonning Sports A    30       26         86.67% 

Rishaan Sawant       Kingfisher A               20       17         85.00% 

Ross Saxby               Kingfisher A               32       27         84.38% 

Ian Cole                      SC&P A                       29       24         82.76% 

Nigel Keedy               Kingfisher C              21       17         80.95% 

Dmitry Khakhamov Kingfisher A               15       12         80.00% 

Darren Jones            Kingfisher A               14       11         78.57% 

Gary Morgan             SC&P A                       39       30         76.92% 

Graham Mendick     Kingfisher B              53       40         75.47% 

Julian Telford            Kingfisher B              41       30         73.17% 

Lee Calcutt                Tidmarsh A                36       26         72.22% 

Theo Kniep                Kingfisher C              30       20         66.67% 

Marc Brent                 Tilehurst RBL A        35       22         62.86% 

Philip Mead                Kingfisher C              39       24         61.54% 

Matt Isherwood        Kingfisher C              45       27         60.00%

DIV 1  LEADING AVERAGES

GRAHAM MENDICK

KATE MAKSIMENKO



1
7th: Sonning Sports ‘A’– Paul Savage, Nick Sears, 

Graham Diplock, Dave Croucher and Bob Woodmansee 

were riding high in fourth 

for much of the season 

but while Dave was 

played often and early 

enough to ensure that 

survival was never a talk-

ing point, his appear-

ances tailed off  too 

much to challenge for 

any of the higher finish-

ing places on offer. They 

could only manage 3, 3 

and 1 against the other 

mid-table teams and Bob 

couldn’t quite make it 

over the winning line 

having unluckily suc-

cumbed 9 or 10 in the fifth 

no less than four occasions!  

MVP: Paul Savage (27 points) 

 

8th: Kingfisher ‘D’ – It was looking doubtful for a while 

for Mike Douglas, Georgi Ivanov and Ajai Kamath but that 

was perhaps only perception as they always had games in 

hand during the run-in and survived by seven points after 

everything was concluded. Georgi caught a fab win over 

Graham Mendick along the way, and Mike was only one win 

him behind at the end and Ajai contributed in all but two of 

his ten appearances, so a fantastic effort by the trio. Mike 

and Georgi also seem to have developed a useful doubles 

partnership. They also gave less experienced players like 

Ayush and Arav a shot in the big time, but they were out of 

their depth (for the time being at least). 

MVP: Georgi Ivanov (22 points) 

 

9th: Sonning Common & Peppard ‘B’ – They did it! 

How could I have ever doubted them. Matt Stone, Tim 

Raby, Tom Astle, Daniel Artene and Denise Weller sur-

vived by a single point at the death in an exciting ending. 

Also goes to show, despite Denise Weller being injured since 

November, that her early win against Phil Mead, or Daniel’s 

sole victory over Dale Ballard, or Tim’s 3 - 0 drubbing of fel-

low commoner Simon Berry were all 

crucial in the end. Then there’s Matt 

who supported Tom in the final match 

to battle to two victories in five tight 

sets against  KFD.  Tom’s had his 

well-deserved praise already!  An 

excellent job too by the SC&P team 

selection committee who successful-

ly predicted the final squad positions! 

MVP: Tom Astle (28 points)  

  

10th – Sonning Common & 
Peppard ‘C’ – Danny Dockree, 

Jon Abbott, Mark Jones and 

Angus Jones were hovering around 

8th and 9th leading up to final string 

of matches but just failed to hold on. 

They can thank Danny for most of their 

points, but if only he had converted one more of his five fifth 

set losses (including 16-18 vs Jon Willis) or played 20/20 

instead of 19! Sorry - I’m being cruel! And he’s too good for 

the second tier. Jon Abbott actually finished with two maxi-

mums and supported Danny well all season, and I genuinely 

believe Angus and Mark are better players than their one and 

four wins respectively suggest, although they may enjoy 

themselves more back in Division two. Team togetherness 

was certainly not the issue here they were the only team to 

use just four players over the entire season. 

MVP: Danny Dockree(32 points)  

 

11th – Sonning Common & Peppard ‘D’ – Nigel 

Maltby, Brian Meheux, Malcolm Gregory and Simon 

Berry left it late to finally celebrate a win as they helped com-

pel their ‘C’ team to join them in relegation with a 7 - 3. Simon 

Berry earns MVP despite only playing in half of the fixtures 

and it was a 

brave effort by 

everyone else, 

all contributing 

in roughly 

equal mea-

sure, but col-

lectively a 

dozen-or -so 

points off the 

pace. 

MVP: Simon 

Berry (18 

points) 

 

 

 

 
 

See you all on 

the 5th June :D 
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PAUL SAVAGE PLAYING ROSS SAXBY

NICK SEARS OF SONNING SPORTS ‘A’      

TIM RABY OF SC&P ‘B’     



35 players signed up for the Reading Closed 
Tournament, which was held on Sunday 
17 March. 

Participant numbers could have easily 

reached more than 45 players had it not been 

for Ramadan – which prevented the loyal 

Kingfisher cohort led by the Kingfisher I team 

from participating this season – and some 

unforeseen last-minute cancellations. 

Play started a bit late after I noticed 

at 8:45 – 15 minutes before play was 

supposed to start – that nobody had 

arrived yet. A faulty school gate was to 

blame, and the queue of stuck cars had created a 

rare and curious morning traffic jam in the Cippenham area. 

So we started about 25 minutes later than planned with 

the Divisional events. 

Divisional Events 
Division 1 

Third seed Ian Cole had called in sick, which left 6 players 

in 2 groups of 3 to play to get into the semifinals. 2nd seed 

Ross Saxby defeated Paul Savage and Tim Raby in 

Group A to go through, while Graham Mendick (4th seed) 

won Group B ahead of Julian Telford and Nick Sears. 

Julian sneaked into the semis as best 2nd, where he would 

face top seed Daniel Moses – who was exempt from the 

group stages. 

Daniel needed no warmup to get past Julian and reach 

the final (6,7,8) while Ross had to fight harder to defeat 

Graham (3,-12,7,13) 

Daniel vs Ross Part I 

(foreshadowing!) was a 

straight affair for Daniel, 

taking the title in straight 

games (8,6,7). 

Top matches: 2 to pick 

out here – Tim on fire 

against Paul with a 3-0 win 

(8,6,6) and Graham nearly 

letting a 2-0 lead slip against 

Julian before taking the win (5,7,-3,-5,9). 

Division 2 

12 players fought hard to get through as group winners 

into the semis. In Group A, top seed Kate Maksimenko 

wasted little effort to defeat Bill Stamatiou (2nd) and Ajay 

Yesi to go through. In Group B, 2nd seed Simon Rowland 

had it slightly tougher to get past Wayne Alleyne (2nd) and 

Andrew Adair. Glen Armashula (3rd seed) took the hon-

ours in Group C, ahead of Nilanjan Chakraborty (2nd) and 

Qing Wu. Finally in Group D it was 4th seed John 

Willcocks who took top spot ahead of Parvin Baishkiyar 

and Arav Kaushik. 

Kate defeated team mate John in straight games to reach the final 
(11,6,8) where she met Glen – who had had to come from behind 
twice to beat Simon in the deciding game (-10,10,-6,9,9). 

And the final went to the wire, where Kate pulled out all 

the stops to overturn a 2-1 deficit (-7,8,-8,5,4) 

Top matches: the semi final battle between Glen and 

Simon, and Wayne’s dramatic 5-game win over Andrew in 

Group A (9,-4,-12,6,1). 
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DANIEL MOSES @ 2024

READING CLOSED TOURNAMENT
by Eric Van Looy and Derek Wavell

The Division Two Final.  Ekaterina (“Kate”) Maksimenko 

plays for Tilehurst RBL ‘B’ with an average of 87.27%.  The 

other finalist was Gennadi (“Glen’) Armashula, with an aver-

age of 66.67% in Kingfisher ‘G’.  The video starts on game 3 - 

after games 1 and 2 went one-each. Who was better, the 

woman or the man?

Hello, I’m Derek Wavell, and taking care of  photos and 
videos.  Simon Rowland, in the picture below, plays for 

Reading FC in Division 2, with a current average of 

71.43%.  A fascinating and explosive player.  This first video 

gives a quick glimpse around the Reading Closed tournament, 

where the players not only know they’re good, they exult in it, 

and bring their children along to catch some of the glory!  Come 

in to taste briefly the joys of the Reading Closed. 

TIP - as soon as each video starts, click on ‘full screen’ 

https://youtu.be/K8tfaURgqCg
https://youtu.be/9G8llgC6BJk


Division 3 
9 players in the “OLOP” division (6 players), with 4 to go through 
to the semis. In Group A, top seed Jacek Piechocki powered past 
Brett Hastings (2nd) and Pehej Vig. In Group B, 2nd seed Mark 
Carless, Patrick McIntosh and Simon Brookes all defeated 
each other, with Mark taking top spot on countback. In Group C, 
Louise Forster ‘upset’ the rankings as 4th seed by taking out 3rd 
seed Graham Stark and Peter Wilson.  

In the semis, Jacek swiftly raced past the best 2nd player Patrick 
(4,1,5) and Mark managed his nerves best after a 3-1 win over 
Louise (-10,6,11,10). 

In the final Jacek proved his number 1 status by defeating Mark 3-
straight (10,7,8). 

Top matches: Brett and Pehej showing their skills in an enter-
taining 3-2 win for Brett (9,-7,10,-12,9), 

 and 

Louise managed a nervy win over Peter (9,-8,11,-9,6). 

Division 4 
This event was slightly handicapped after the withdrawal of the 
number 2 and 3 seeds, which meant this event went straight to the 
semifinals.  

Top seed Gopikrishna Ponnapalli defeated Houron Tsun (6,9,-
7,9) while Anish Shukul upset the books by getting past 4th seed 
John Evans after a nailbiting decider (10,5,-5,-10,10). 

Houron played well to beat John for third spot after going 2-1 down 
(-7,8-11,5,7), and Gopi took the title after a 3-leg win over Anish 
(7,10,4) 

Age-Restricted Events 
Juniors 
Pehej Vig took the title of Junior champion in a 3-way round robin 
event, defeating Houron Tsun 3-1 (-10,7,8,6) and Arav Kaushik 
3-0 (8,8,10). Houron then beat Arav for 2nd spot (4,-8,9,11). 

Under-40s 
Kate Maksimenko raced past Peter Wilson(8,6,5) in the only 
quarterfinal, to set up an encounter with Daniel Moses, who him-
self dispatched Kate in 3 games (3,5,2) to reach the final. 

Ross Saxby joined Daniel after a 3-0 semifinal win over Patrick 
McIntosh (5,5,9), thus setting up Daniel vs Ross Part II. Ross got 
a lot closer this time round, though Daniel still managed to add a 
second title after a 3-1 win (2,10,-8,5). 

Veterans 
17 players participated in this event. Because that would have 
been 16 matches to report on, I’m highlighting the most interesting 
ones: 

Qing Wu caused an upset by unseating Tim Raby in the first 
round (-4,10,-5,10,9). 
Parvin Baishkiyar 
only needed 3 
games to get past 
6th seed Simon 
Rowland (4,3,9), 
while Bill Stamatiou 
played well to defeat 
7th seed Nick Sears 
in the 2nd round after 
a bizarre scoreline (-
1,5,-3,8,5). 

By the time Jacek Piechocki beat 4th seed Paul Savage in the 
quarters (3,7,6), everyone knew he’d be a tough customer. His 
semifinal opponent Glen Armashula found it equally hard and 
could not prevent Jacek from reaching the final (4,6,8), where 
Jacek met remaining top seed Graham Mendick, who had need-
ed 5 games again to get past Julian Telford, who will regret 
squandering his 2-0 lead and being close to the win in game 4 (-
7,-4,7,11,8). 

The final – one of the last sets of the day – was a terrific battle in 
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QING WU OF KINGFISHER ‘G’

The Veteran Singles Final (for players over 40) Graham 

Mendick plays for Kingfisher ‘B’ in the first division, and his aver-

age is 76% His opponent is OLOP ‘B’s Jacek Piechocki,  with 

an average of a full 100%, down in  Division Three.

https://youtu.be/E-K-p7TH44I
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which Jacek led Graham 2-1 after 3 close games, though next 
Graham fought back to take the title 11-8 in the fifth (9,-9,-
10,13,8). 

Over-50s 

In the absence of Ian Cole, the 2 top ranked players Simon 
Rowland (3rd seed) and Graham Mendick (2nd seed) reached 
the final relatively unscathed. 

There were no upsets in this event, and not even a single fifth-
game battle. Simon defeated Tim Raby in the quarters after a 
monumental 19-17 win in game 2 (5,17,-9,4). Wayne Alleyne and 
Nick Sears joined Simon and Graham into the semis with a 3-0 
win over Brett Hastings (plus a bye) for Wayne, and a 3-0 win for 
Nick over Andrew Adair. 

Neither Wayne (against Simon) nor Nick (against Graham) could 
oppose the top seed’s progress to the final, and Graham powered 
through to win his second title with a 3-0 win over Simon (6,4,6). 

Over-60s 
More drama in this event, 

where 6 out of 10 sets 
needed a deciding 
game. 

Clive Gold beat 7th 
seed Qing Wu (8,9,-10,-
9,10) and Nick Lean 
overturned a 2-0 deficit 
to beat Simon Brookes 
(-7,-8,8,9,4) in round 1. 
Andrew Adair avenged 
his earlier Division 2 loss 
to Wayne Alleyne with 

the narrowest of margins (8,9,-10,-
10,10), Mark Carless played his socks off to drop 3rd seed. 

John Willcocks (-9,9,-10,8,6), and Glen Armashula held off 
Clive in another nailbiter (-10,2,-10,8,9) to reach the semifinals. 

Top seed Paul Savage may not have expected Andrew Adair 
to still be fresh after his earlier round, but Andrew bounced back 

from 2 - 0 down to reach 
the final (-8,-2,11,7,6) 
where he met Glen, who 
had taken control with a 3-
1 win over Mark (5,6,-6,7). 

The final could have easi-
ly been a tiebreaker as 
well, but Glen found a little 
bit extra to keep Andrew 
at bay, and took the title 
with a 3-1 win (9,-15,8,9). 

Main Events 
Mixed Doubles 
A last-minute drop from 4 to 3 pairs meant the event would be 
played in group format. 

All 3 pairs were evenly matched, and each took a set off one 
another: highest-ranked pair Kate Maksimenko & Nick Lean 

fought hard to beat club mates Linda King & John Willcocks 3-
2 (10,9,-8-8,8) but lost to Louise Forster & Andrew Adair in 4 
games (3,-11,-8,-8). Linda & John defeated Louise & Andrew in a 
super tense epic (7,11,-8,-11,11), which meant that Louise & 
Andrew were crowned champions by virtue of a better game ratio 
(5-4) than Linda & John (5-5) and Kate & Nick (4-5). 

Men’s Doubles 
22 players signed up for the event, many of whom were randomly 
paired up beforehand.  This created some interesting pairs like Div 
1 & 4 pair Ross Saxby & Anish Shukul and Div 1 & 3 duo Daniel 
Moses & Pehej Vig.  

While round 1 did not produce too many upsets, the quarterfinals 
were a lot more interesting: Ross & Anish beat Bill Stamatiou & 

KATE MAKSIMENKO AND NICK LEAN

CLIVE GOLD’

ANDREW ADAIR

The Men’s Doubles Final  
Dressed in BLACK from OLOP:  Jacek Piechocki & Mark 

Carless 

Dressed In GREY/RED from Kingfisher: Graham Mendick 

& Julian Telford.

https://youtu.be/uYspGrHyivs
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Graham Stark 3-0 (9,6,6), Mark Carless & Jacek Piechocki dis-
patched of 4th seeds Glen Armashula & Parvin Baishkiyar (8,-
8,8,7), Daniel & Pehej fought back from 2-0 down to beat 3rd 
seeds Paul Savage & Nick Sears (-6,-6,5,13,6), while the sea-
soned pair of Graham Mendick & Julian Telford took care of 
Andrew Adair & Wayne Alleyne (5,6,6). 

Both semifinals were great to watch. Ross & Anish tried to keep 
up with Mark & Jacek, but missed out in the crucial stages of the 
set (8,-8,8,7). Daniel & Pehej were on their way to cause a major 
upset after setting up a 2-0 lead, but were constantly on the back 
foot from game 3 onwards when Graham & Julian found the right 
gear (-10,-4,6,3,5). Graham & Juliançç continued their momen-
tum in the final, and – despite some awesome rallies and a tight 
1st game – took the title 3-0 (9,7,6), the third title for Graham. 

Women’s Singles 
3 players battled it out in group for the title. Both Kate 
Maksimenko and Louise Forster defeated Linda King (-8,4,3,5 

to Kate, 5,9,10 to Louise), which meant their last fixture was the 
de facto final. In a very evenly matched set, Kate found the extra 
strength to win 3-1 and claim the title (7,-9,9,11), her second of the 
day. 

Men’s Singles 
With Daniel Moses and Ross Saxby (1st and 2nd seed) on either 
side of the table, 31 other competitors would be trying not to have 
a third instalment of Daniel vs Ross.  

In round 1, the highlights were Div 4 champ Gopikrishna 
Ponnapalli recovering from 2-0 down to sneak past Andrew 
Adair in a close contest (-6,-6,9,9,10), and Brett Hastings took 
the scalp of Parvin Baishkiyar to move to the next round (-10,7,5-
6,9). 

One of the performances of the day in my opinion was (again) by 
the hand of Brett in round 2, when he played out of his skin to 

defeat 6th seed Paul Savage and move into the quarters (7,-
5,11,-6,10). 

In quarterfinal 1, Daniel Moses soldiered on past Nick Sears into 
the semis (6,1,6). In quarterfinal 2, Graham Mendick had to move 
past Julian Telford(again) to progress, though this time in 3 
straight games (6,8,7). Bill Stamatiou put a stop to Brett’s 
progress and reached the semis himself after a hard-fought set 
(12,7,-14,-9,6) in quarterfinal 3, while Ross Saxby had to fight a 
tough battle to get past Jacek Piechocki (-9,3,9,11). 

No surprises in either semifinal, when Daniel had enough class to 
keep Graham  at bay (3,9,7), while Ross was only trou-
bled briefly by Bill during his victory (3,-9,5,7). 

ROSS SAXBY

LOUISE FORSTER MEETS LINDA KING

Men’s Singles Final  
Two players were pre-eminent on this day - six-

times former champion Daniel Moses & relative 

newcomer Ross Saxby. 

In the end the two men had to play each other three times in 

one day - in the Division One final, the Under-40s final and 

the Men’s Singles final.  The result was the same each time.  

The match shown in this video is the first of their three 

encounters.    

T O P  T W O

https://youtu.be/zQVNQ73g2qs
https://youtu.be/hvxf3C6ifhM
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Daniel vs Ross Part III produced the closest set between the two 
players all day, but again it was Daniel who had enough in the 
tank to take the win, and his third title (9,-7,6,7). 

 

The last match finished around 6:45pm, and thanks to 
the remaining crowd, we managed to leave the venue 
tidy within a couple of minutes. 

Congratulations to the winners, my gratitude to those who helped 
out with umpiring and tidying up, and thanks for the great atmo-
sphere. Next season will be my last as organiser, so I am hoping 
someone can step up and take over, because the Reading 
Closed is one of those very rare occasions where good competi-
tion and camaraderie are a great testament to the players of the 
R&DTTA, and it’d be a shame to see it go (also, I’m hoping to see 
many more players sign up for this tournament, so we wouldn’t 
end up watching repeats of Daniel vs Ross or Graham vs Julian) 

 

… and one more thing 

One-Shot Tournament 
This idea was inspired by a couple of YouTube videos (Table 
Tennis Daily to name one of them), and the concept was simple: 
pairs were randomly drawn against one another (the second 
name getting choice of serve), and sets would only last 1 single 
point. Winners would progress to the next stage until 1 player 
remained. 

The event was held ahead of the Men’s Singles semifinals. No 
logs were kept due to the informal character and the fast nature 
of the event, but the quick format was a great hit, especially when 
some of our own players’ offspring (added to the mix on general 
consensus) created some real upsets! 

Gopikrishna’s son Ashrith managed to beat Louise Forster with 
a cracking backhand, while Julian’s son Levi surprised 
everyone with his shot making, in particular accomplished Div 1 
players Graham Mendick and Nick Sears! We also can’t forget 
Peter Wilson who ended up being the only singles player on the 
day to defeat Daniel Moses! Honourable mentions go to Hugo 
Stark and Hugo 
Piechocki for making 
their adult opponents 
very nervous! 

In the final, Jacek 
Piechocki's awesome 
tomahawk serve trou-
bled Ross Saxby 
enough to take the win 
and the Belgian Beer top 

prize.  

All results are available on the tournament website. 
PETER WILSON WAS THE ONLY SINGLES PLAYER TO 

DEFEAT DANIEL MOSES

LEVI TELFORD IN ACTION

THAT AWESOME SERVICE

ROSS SAXBY’S FATHER IANIMPROMPTU CONFERENCE

 

As the man covering this occasion for the Newsletter I  

must pay special tribute to Evic Van Looy for the silky 

efficiency with which he ran such a complex project. 

In particular expanding the nature of the event to make 
it tele-inclusive, inviting all our members to experience 
it at a later date through this Newsletter and its videos. 
Thank you, Eric, for advising which finals to cover, 

organizing video camera sitings, preventing finals from 

clashing and even clearing all the unsightly tables and 

chairs out of the background before the men’s doubles 

final. 

Derek Wavell 
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C
ongratulations to Reading FC Community 

Trust for winning the title and also to 

Kingfisher ‘F` who finished in the runners up 

spot. This had looked to be on the cards for some 

time and both teams maintained their form in the run 

in to finish twenty three and eleven points clear respec-

tively. 

At the bottom Kingfisher ‘H` were relegated with 

a number of matches still to play and Pangbourne 

WMC could not take advantage of their matches in hand 

to close the gap on any of the teams above them. 

Thanks to the team captains for managing to get their post-

poned matches re-arranged and played. In the end 

Kingfisher ‘H` had to concede two matches but all the others 

took place. 

Reading FC Community Trust won all but one match 

during the run in. Their surprise draw against Kingfisher ‘G`, 

their second draw against that team, did not have any 

impact on them as they won the rest of their matches includ-

ing an 8 – 2 victory over Kingfisher ‘F`, their one rival for the 

title.  

Mike Childs only lost three times during the season and fin-

ished on 95%, Simon Rowland has improved the more he 

has played, and Jazz, Anthony and Tom have also all played 

well. If they keep their squad together they should do quite 

well in Division 1 next year, hopefully Jazz will be fully fit by 

then and there has been talk that they may well move to a 

new venue. 

My Initial Prediction – 1st   Final Position – 1st 

Best Recent Performance - Simon Rowland recovering from 

two games down to beat Rob McMillan in five 

Although Kingfisher ‘F` had player availability issues - 

one player was unable to play at all and another only once 

plus Clive Gold had knee surgery - they have had a 

really good season and had looked likely to get promo-

tion for some time. Their four regular players all have 

averages of between 46% and 75% with Adrian Cretu 

having the highest average. They lost fairly heavily to 

Reading FC and Tidmarsh ‘B` during the run in but won 

all the other matches and were able to maintain a gap 

between themselves and the teams below them. 

They won fifteen matches and two of their three 

defeats came against the champions so they 

deservedly finished in second place 

My Initial Prediction – 2nd Final Position 2nd 

Best Recent Performance – Wayne Alleyne with two 11-9 in the 

fifth wins in the match against Springfield ‘A  ̀

Tidmarsh ‘B` had three big wins in the final few weeks 

of the season and those wins combined with some close 

results in other matches saw them move up the table. This 
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DIVISION TWO by John Willcocks

SIMON ROWLAND OF READING FC COMMUNITY TRUST 

WAYNE ALLEYNE 
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meant that they needed to pick up four points in the final 

Division 2 match of the season at Kingfisher ‘E’ which was 

played on 2nd April. Remarkably they found themselves 6 – 

0 down with their hopes of finishing third almost gone but a 

doubles win sparked a comeback and they won the last 

three singles to give them the four points they needed. 

Barry Carter, Francois Durand and Rob McMillan all aver-

aged over 67% and with Bill Stamatiou and Mike Aistrop 

getting over 40% they were a very good all-round team 

My Initial Prediction – 7thFinal Position 3rd 

Best Recent Performance – Rob McMillan with a win in four 

over Mike Childs 

OLOP ‘A` were unbeaten in their last six matches, a run 

that looked likely to be good enough to clinch third place, 

but in the end they were just pipped by Tidmarsh ‘B`. Chris 

West had a fine season finishing on 79% and Darek 

Kaminski and Dave Godfrey also had healthy averages. 

With Captain Alistair Richardson also wining regularly they 

are a strong and consistent team at this level. 

My Initial Prediction – 5th Final Position 4th 

Best Recent Performance – Dave Godfrey recovering from two 

games down to beat Andrew Adair in five 

Kingfisher ‘E` had a good consistent season with their 

four regular players all having very similar averages of 

between 51% and 55% - their fifth player was only able to 

play in three matches. With four players averaging in the 

fifties their season was always likely to consist of mostly 

close matches with the odd big win or heavier defeat thrown 

in. Consequently, although they were always likely to finish 

in the top half of the table, they were not going to be able to 

challenge for promotion.  Nilanjan Chakraborty had their top 

average of 75% but only played three times, if he could have 

played in more matches they might have finished in a higher 

position. 

My Initial Prediction – 3rd Final Position 5th 

Best Recent Performance  - Andrew Adair winning a marathon 

against Leroy Wilson 12-10 in the fifth 

Kingfisher ‘G` despite having six players in their squad 

they relied heavily on four players throughout the season 

and one of those struggled to win more than the occasional 

set. Gennadi Armashula had a very consistent season fin-

ishing on 67% with Captain Parvin Baishkiyar not 

far behind. Qing Wu also won regularly so when 

those three played together they were a strong 

team but they would have needed a fourth player 

winning regularly if they were to finish in a higher 

position 

My Initial Prediction – 4th Final Position 6th 

Best Recent Performance – Qing Wu with a fine 

maximum against second placed Kingfisher ’F  ̀

 

Springfield ‘A` did much better in the second 

half of the season with their only defeats from 
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NILANJAN CHAKRABORTY OF KINGFISHER ‘E’

QING WU OF KINGFISHER ‘G’

                DIV 2             PL   W    D    L       F      A     Pts  
1 Reading FC                    20   17     2    1   151    49    151 

2 Kingfisher F                    20   15     2    3   129    71    129 

3 Tidmarsh B                     20   11     2    7   118    82    118 

4 OLOP A                          20   11     4    5   117    83    117 

5 Kingfisher E                    20   10     2    8   111    89     111 

6 Kingfisher G                    20     7     5    8   100  100    100 

7 Springfield A                   20     8     5    7     98  102      98 

8 Tilehurst RBL B              20     5     5  10     98  102      98 

9 Tidmarsh C                     20     6     5    9     92  108      92 

10   Pangbourne WMC      20     2     4  14     68  132      68 

11   Kingfisher H                20     0     0  20     18  182      18 
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early December onwards coming against the top 

three. This improved form allowed them to finish in a 

comfortable mid table position. Their two main players 

were Matt Hickman on 68% and Jason King on 62% 

but Rob Wilkie and Peter Gurney supported them both 

well. 

My Initial Prediction – 8th  Final Position 7th 

Best Recent Performance – Jason King with a fine max-

imum against Pangbourne WMC 

Tilehurst RBL ‘B` only won twice from mid 

November onwards so after a good start the season 

ended up being a bit of a struggle. The team were dis-

rupted a lot with injuries and were rarely able to field 

their strongest combination in the last four months of 

the season. Kate Maksimenko played consistently 

well and finished on 87% having only missed one 

match. Your DFS missed quite a few weeks due to 

knee surgery but had a creditable average of 63%. 

Nick Lean was hampered with injuries in the second half of 

the season and his results when he was able to play were 

impacted by this. 

My Initial Prediction – 7thFinal Position 8th 

Best Recent Performance – Kate Maksimenko with a fine max-

imum against the champions including beating Mike Childs 

three straight. 

Tidmarsh ‘C` were another team impacted by injuries 

and availability issues and for a while it looked like they 

could end up in a fight to avoid relegation.However, things 

improved in the second half of the season and their better 

results saw them ease away from any possible relegation 

issues. The signing of Sayali Bendkhale in December bol-

stered their squad and made up for the fact that their best 

player, Simon Craig, was only able to play occasionally in 

the last three months of the season. Simon finished on 74% 

and Ian Wu, who played in all but one match, had 58%. If 

they can keep their squad together they should have a much 

better season next year. 

My Initial Prediction – 9thFinal Position 9th 

Best Recent Performance – Sayali Bendkhale beating Kate 

Maksimenko in four. 

Pangbourne WMC started the season with lots of post-

ponements which left them adrift from the teams above them 

and despite their best efforts they never really looked like 

they would be able to recover the situation. They only won 

twice and those victories were against the bottom team so 

10th is a true reflection of their performances during the sea-

son.  Clive Taylor had a decent season finishing with 50% 

but John Simmonds and Leroy Wilson could not win as often 

as they would have liked. I am sure they will mount a promo-

tion challenge in Division 3 next season but they really need 

to try to find an additional player to help them do that.  

My Initial Prediction – 10th        Final Position 10th 

Best Recent Performance –Clive Taylor with a fine maximum in 

the relegation twenty pointer against Tidmarsh ‘C  ̀

Kingfisher ‘H` had a very difficult season with lots of 

player availability issues, having to change their captain part 

way through the season and some of their players really 

struggling at Division 2 level.  Only one of their players, 

Rupesh Ahluwalia, had more than 30% and he was only able 

to play in five matches. Hopefully many of their other players 

will benefit from the experience of playing in Division 2 and 

will have much improved seasons next year. A special men-

tion for Steve Woolnough who played in the majority of their 

matches and who often played very well with his average not 

reflecting the level of many of his performances 

My initial Prediction – 11th  Final Position 11th 

Best Recent Performance – Steve Woolnough beating John 

Simmonds 12-10 in the fifth. 

 

 

 

AJAY YESI OF KINGFISHER ‘G’

3 MEMBERS OF TILEHURST RBL ‘B’ IN ONE PICTURE:  

NICK LEAN, JOHN WILLCOCKS AND KATE MAKSIMENKO

 

 
Player                          Team                            P         W          % 

Mike Childs              Reading FC             57      54        94.74% 

Kate Maksimenko    Tilehurst RBL B       55      48        87.27% 

Chris West               OLOP A                   33      26        78.79% 

Adrian Cretu            Kingfisher F             44      33        75.00% 

Simon Craig            Tidmarsh C              27      20        74.07% 

Barry Carter             Tidmarsh B              34      25        73.53% 

Tony Alleyne            Reading FC             36      26        72.22% 

Simon Rowland       Reading FC             42      30        71.43% 

Robert McMillan      Tidmarsh B              27      19        70.37% 

Akeel Mir                 Kingfisher F             42      29        69.05% 

Mat Hickman           Springfield A            41      28        68.29% 

Francois Durand      Tidmarsh B              34      23        67.65% 

Darek Kaminski       OLOP A                   45      30        66.67% 

Glen Armashula       Kingfisher G             27      18        66.67%

DIV 2  LEADING AVERAGES
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I
n the centennial celebration of the Reading League, 

Division 3 has just wrapped up an exhilarating sea-

son. It was a rollercoaster of emotions, filled with 

dramatic twists, intense showdowns, and moments 

that had us all holding our breath. Let's dive into the 

highlights of this remarkable year! 

First and foremost, as the Division Secretary, I 

extend my heartfelt gratitude and special thanks to all 

the team captains for their punctuality in completing 

the matches. This season was particularly impres-

sive, with the majority of games played as per 

the scheduled fixtures. Reflecting on the 

season, it's clear that every team demon-

strated both sportsmanship and a competitive spirit. The bat-

tle for the championship was fierce and went down to the 

wire, with the title only being decided in the final week. 

Despite Kingfisher 'I' holding onto a glimmer of hope after 

OLOP ‘B’s 6 - 4 victory over their club mates in the OLOP 

derby, their fate was sealed when they drew at Tidmarsh. 

Kingfisher 'I' faced a setback, dropping 9 crucial points in 

their last two matches, missing out on a golden opportunity. 

To be fair, OLOP 'C' had always a better chance of winning 

the title as they consistently led the division with their high-

margin victories, making them the favourites from the start. 

At the other end of the table, Kingfisher 'J' had a challeng-

ing start but found their groove in the latter half of the season. 

Tilehurst Methodists ‘C’ had a good start but experienced a 

surprising downturn in the final weeks, ultimately being over-

taken by Kingfisher 'J'. 

Now, let's zoom in on each team's individual performances. 

Whether they soared to the top or struggled at the bottom, 

this season was nothing short of spectacular! 

CHAMPIONS - OLOP ‘C’ 

This team was the standout favourite this season, show-

casing their dominance across the league in every conceiv-

able manner. Their victories weren't just wins; they were tri-

umphs achieved with minimal points dropped, underscoring 

their sheer invincibility. Their strength was particularly evident 

in doubles, where they maintained an unbeaten streak. 

Having descended from Division 2, their stint in Division 3 

has been brief yet impactful, and it's no surprise they're 

set to ascend back to Division 2 in the upcoming sea-

son. Their performance was remarkable, solidifying 

their status as a formidable force in Division 3. 

Player Spotlight: Captain Binit Bhaskar stood out 

as the most consistent player, leading his team with 

the highest number of wins. His exceptional perfor-

mance provided a crucial lifeline for the 

team during challenging times, making them 

a formidable opponent. Alongside him, Dave 

Sanket made significant contributions with 

his impressive win rate and steady scoring, 

further bolstering the team's strength. 

Together, their efforts played a pivotal role in the team's suc-

cess, showcasing their skill and determination on the table. 

Interesting Facts:  
11 of their 16 wins scored 8+ match points. This was the 

biggest factor in their success in winning the title. 

In 17 of 20 matches, the player of the match was from 

the OLOP ‘C’ team. 

RUNNERS UP - Kingfisher 'I'  

Let's delve into the interesting journey of Kingfisher 

'I' and their dramatic climb to promotion. This team, 

running with ambition, led the division for a consider-

able stretch, eyeing the championship title. However, 

their aspirations took a hit when they faced defeats 

against their rivals, OLOP 'C', in the crucial final 

weeks. This setback saw them finishing second in 

the standings. Despite this, their record was impres-

sive, with only one loss. However, their four draws indicate 

that while they 

were a 

tough team 

to over-

come, they 

also missed 

oppor tun i -

ties to 

s e c u r e 

points, lack-

ing the con-

sistency of 

their rivals. 

P l a y e r 
Spotlight: 
E y u p 

O d e m i s 

s h o n e 

brightly as 

the team's 

s t a n d o u t 

per former, 

securing the 

most wins 

and boasting a high win rate. Muharrem Aydin emerged as a 
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DIVISION THREE by Huzeyfe Borazan

EYUP ODEMIS OF KINGFISHER ‘I’

                DIV 3             PL   W    D    L       F      A     Pts  
1     OLOP C                      20   16     1    3   145    55    145 
2     Kingfisher I                 20   15     4    1   140    60    140 
3     OLOP B                      20   15     3    2   134    66    134 
4     Tilehurst Meths A        20   11     4    5   109    91    109 
5     SC&P E                      20     8     4    8   103    97    103 
6     OLOP D                      20     7     3  10     93  107      93 
7     Tidmarsh D                 20     6     5    9     90  110      90 
8     Sonning Sports B       20     5     4   11     90  110      90 
9     Tilehurst Meths B       20     5     5  10     85  115      85 
10   Kingfisher J                 20     2     1  17     57  143      57 
11   Tilehurst Meths C       20     3     0  17     54  146      54
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key player in critical moments, stepping up when his team-

mates faced challenges and contributing significantly to the 

team's extended winning streak. His timely interventions 

were instrumental in keeping their promotion hopes alive. 

Interesting facts: 
They only lost to OLOP ‘C’, and it was a close match with a 6-

4 score. 

In 18 of 20 matches player of the match was 

from their team. 

OLOP ‘B’ were the only team they could not beat 

this season. 

3. Place - OLOP ‘B’ 

The Our Lady of Peace 'B' team experi-

enced a fascinating season. In our first edi-

tion, I had pegged them for a 4th place finish, 

citing the challenge of maintaining consisten-

cy with just three players. However, this year, 

they hit the ground running and only improved 

as the season progressed, particularly with 

the addition of a fourth player who astonish-

ingly became the division's top performer, 

boasting a 100% win record across 27 match-

es. 

Player Spotlight: Mark Carless made a 

strong start to the season, securing consecu-

tive trebles and maintaining a streak of wins. 

Yet, it's Jacek Piechocki who deserves a spe-

cial mention for his pivotal role in the team's 

success. His remarkable performance, win-

ning all his matches and dropping just one set 

out of 81, is a testament to his skill and impact 

on the team's momentum. Piechocki's excep-

tional statistics not only highlight his individual 

prowess but also underscore his significant 

contribution to the team's overall perfor-

mance. 

 

Interesting facts: 
 

They scored more points than any other team in the second 

half of the season, which means they could have been the 

title winners if they had started with four players. 

They won all their matches in the second half of the season. 

4. Place - Tilehurst Methodists ‘A’ 

I initially anticipated a 3rd-place finish for them, but the 

team encountered a series of fluctuations in their perfor-

mance, largely due to Captain Eric Van Looy's absence 

because of an injury. The team faced further challenges 

with injuries and availability issues, leading to a total of 7 

different players participating throughout the season, 

which inevitably impacted their consistency. Despite 

these hurdles, they managed to secure a commendable 

position on the upper side of the table, though they were 

somewhat distant from the top 3 contenders. 

Player Spotlight: Jacek Krzyzanowski had an out-

standing start to the season, showcasing a streak of flaw-

less performances. However, his consistency faded away 

after Christmas break. It was at this juncture that Eric Van 

Looy stepped up, winning an impressive 19 out of his 21 

games. This pivotal contribution was instrumental in secur-

ing their fourth-place finish in the league. Van Looy's 

remarkable comeback and performance underscored his 

importance to the team and highlighted his significant role 

in their overall standing. 
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JACEK PIECHOCKI OF OLOP ‘B’

MARK CARLESS OF OLOP ‘B’
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Interesting facts: 
 

They played with 7 different players, which is more than the 

average number of players 

per team. 

They beat the title winner 

OLOP ‘C’, and lost the next 

week to the same team, 

which is the result of hav-

ing to play with different 

players each week.  

5. Place Sonning 
Common And 
Peppard ‘E’ 

Overall, I could say they 

enjoyed a successful season, boasting a roster of reliable 

players who delivered commendable performances against 

nearly all teams in 

the league, with 

only a few 

e x c e p t i o n s . 

This consisten-

cy played a cru-

cial role in 

securing their 

position in the 

upper side of 

the table. 

P l a y e r 
S p o t l i g h t : 
Jeremy Willis 

emerged as the 

standout player. Although he experienced some dips in per-

formance during the latter half of the season, his overall 

contribution was significant. Jim Warren and Anthony 

Reeve also made notable appearances in numerous 

matches, ensuring the team maintained steady results 

throughout most of the season. Their collective efforts were 

instrumental in the team's strong finish and underscored 

the depth of talent within the squad. 

Interesting facts: 
They moved up in the 5th place in the last few weeks and 

never gave up their space. 

In earlier weeks, they sailed around 6th or 9th place, but when 

they maintained their consistency, they moved up to 5th place. 

 

6. Place OLOP 'D' 

They stood out as an example of consistency within the 

league. Despite experiencing fluctuations in their perfor-

mance, they consistently held either the 6th or 5th spot from 

week 5 onwards. Their strategic player rotation and sea-

soned experience in Division 3 enabled them to secure 

points, even when facing formidable opponents. The addi-

tion of newcomer Patrick McIntosh brought a strong start to 

the team, though his consistency waned in the latter half of 

the season. 

 

Player Spotlight, Captain Louise Forster 

was not only the team's leader but also led 

in win rate. Her steady stream of victories 

played a pivotal role in anchoring the team 

in the mid-table for nearly the entire sea-

son. Her leadership and consistent perfor-

mance were instrumental in navigating the 

team through the ups and downs of the 

season, ensuring a commendable position 

in the standings. 
Interesting facts: 

James Smith had a very good first half, and 

just after the Christmas break, he won the 

Individual Handicap Cup. However, his form 

slightly dropped in the second half. 

7. Place Tidmarsh ‘D’ 

Leveraging their seasoned experience in the division, 

they have consistently been a force to reckon with. While 

they showcased greater ability in challenging matches last 

season, this season presented a different scenario. The 

variability in individual performances across matches dis-

rupted their rhythm, preventing them from establishing a 

consistent stride. Had all players maintained uniform con-

sistency throughout the matches, a finish in the 5th place or 

higher was well within reach. 

Player Spotlight: Ray Webb emerged as the standout 

performer, boasting the team's highest win rate. His contri-

butions were particularly noteworthy in several pivotal 

matches, although his performance saw some fluctuations 

compared to the previous season. Dave Edwards secured 

his position as the second most effective player, underlined 

by his impressive win rate, further highlighting the depth of 

talent within the team despite the challenges faced this sea-

son. 

Interesting facts: 
All their team members played a similar number of games.  

They all played 33 - 36 - 39 games, which would be identical if 

Dave Edwards played for one more match. It's quite rare to 

observe such a harmonious distribution of game participation 

within a team. 

SIMON BROOKES OF OLOP ‘B’

CAPTAIN LOUISE FORSTER OF OLOP ‘D’

PATRICK MCiNTOSH



3

Reading & District Table Tennis Association Newsletter                                                                                   April 2024 

              https://www.tabletennis365.com/Reading/Pages/Newsletters/
18

8. Place Sonning Sports ‘B’ 

Following a season that nearly ended in relegation, they 

approached this year with heightened caution and dis-

played improved consistency. The post-Christmas period 

found them in a secure position, and they continued to build 

on this foundation, ultimately securing an 8th-place finish. 

Player Spotlight: Grant Baartman stood out as a valu-

able new member, leading the team with the highest num-

ber of wins. Beyond Grant's contributions, the team show-

cased remarkable homogeneity, with most members having 

similar win rates. This uniformity in performance under-

scores their collective strength and balanced approach, 

contributing to their successful campaign this season. 

Interesting facts: 
They played with 8 players this season, which is the joint-most 

in the Division 3. 

Their variety of players and deep pool of players in lower divi-

sions helped them to form a team whenever needed. 

Their non-playing captain, Cris Reynolds, played in the very 

last game, so he played at least 1 game. 

9. Place Tilehurst Methodists ‘B’ 

Their season was marked by an interesting mix of out-

comes for them. In certain matches, they delivered impres-

sive results, while in others, their performance fell just short 

of expectations. This inconsistency can largely be attributed 

to the rotation of 8 players throughout the season. With a 

diverse pool of players at their disposal, they leveraged this 

flexibility to adapt their lineup whenever assembling the 

ideal team proved challenging. 

Player Spotlight: Nigel Rowland emerged as the stand-

out performer this year, significantly improving his form to 

become the team's top player. As the season progressed, 

Rohit Sengupta stepped up, joining Rowland in driving the 

team's successes. Together, their contributions were pivotal 

in navigating the highs and lows of the season. 

Interesting facts: 
They are the other team with Sonning Sports ‘B’, played with 

8 different players. 

Despite playing 8 players, their three leading players had 45 

matches each. 

10. Kingfisher ‘J’  

The Kingfisher 

team experienced 

a challenging start 

to the season, 

struggling to estab-

lish their rhythm 

and securing their 

first victory only in 

the week leading 

up to Christmas. 

The second half of 

the season mir-

rored the first, with 

just one win, yet it 

was an important 

one. Their 7 - 3 victo-

ry over direct rivals Tilehurst Methodists 'C' was instrumen-

tal in overtaking them and securing the 10th spot in the 

standings. Despite this effort, it was insufficient to prevent 

relegation. 

Player Spotlight: Eapen John stood out as the team's 

most exceptional player, boasting an impressive win rate of 

nearly 80%, which placed him among the top performers in 

the division. In the crucial final weeks, Peter Wilson and 

Neil Abbott stepped up, contributing significantly to the 

team's victories. Their efforts were key in ensuring the team 

finished in 10th place, highlighting the importance of every 

team member's contribution in the face of adversity. 

Interesting facts: 

Eapen John had more wins than the total wins of other mem-

bers of the teams 

11. Place Tilehurst Methodists ‘C’ 

They kicked off the season on a positive note, climbing 

their way up to the 8th position in the standings. However, 

the final four weeks proved challenging as they experi-

enced a significant downturn, ultimately losing their 10th 

place to Kingfisher J. Despite this setback, relegation 

seemed inevitable for both teams, as they had fallen behind 

their closest competitor some time ago. Nonetheless, given 

the team's evident potential, I am optimistic about their swift 

return to Division 3. 

Player Spotlight: Steve Christelow and Lewis Oke 

emerged as the team's standout players. This formidable 

duo was often the sole source of points for their team in 

numerous matches, showcasing their skill and determina-

tion. Their contributions were vital, and with players of such 

calibre, the team's prospects for a return to us in the next 

season look promising. 

Interesting Facts: 
In the first four weeks, they won 15 points; however, in the last 

four weeks, they won only 3 points.  

This is the reason why they moved to 11th place in the last 

week. 

This season has been a remarkable journey for all the 

teams in the league, each bringing their unique spirit and 

competitiveness to the table. From the nail-biting finishes to 

the display of exceptional sportsmanship, every match was 

evidence of the players' dedication and passion. A heartfelt 

 

 
Jacek Piechocki          OLOP B                      27     27    100.00% 
Eric Van Looy              Tilehurst Meths A      21     19       90.48% 
Eyup Odemis              Kingfisher I                 51     42       82.35% 
Binit Bhaskar               OLOP C                     48     39       81.25% 
Huzeyfe Borazan        Kingfisher I                 48     39       81.25% 
Dave Sanket                OLOP C                     36     29       80.56% 
Eapen John                 Kingfisher J                42     33       78.57% 
Jeremy Willis               SC&P E                      47     35       74.47% 
Pradeep Desh             OLOP C                     39     27       69.23% 
Muharrem Aydin         Kingfisher I                 39     27       69.23% 
Mark Carless               OLOP B                      48     33       68.75% 
Graham Stark              OLOP B                      54     36       66.67% 
Nigel Rowland             Tilehurst Meths B      45     30       66.67% 
Jacek Krzyzanowski   Tilehurst Meths A      45     30       66.67% 
Ray Webb                    Tidmarsh D                39     26       66.67% 

DIV 3 LEADING AVERAGES

PETER WILSON OF KINGFISHER ‘J’



 

W
e started out this season with 26 teams in the Team 

Handicap and 14 teams in the Lower Division 

Knockout, both reached their conclusions on Tuesday 

9th April when the finals were played. 

The LDKO final was an OLOP local derby between current 

Div 3 champions, OLOP ‘C’, captained by Binit Bhaksar and 

Div 3 third placed OLOP ‘B’, captained by Simon Brookes.   

The match proved to be a tense and tightly fought affair, all 

played in a friendly fashion.   First match-up was Binit Bhaksar 

and Sanket Dave against Mark Carless and Jacek Piechocki, 

which was a very close three gamer, won by the OLOP ‘C’ side.   

Both teams continued to win alternate sets until we reached the 

rather inevitable 4 – 4 scoreline.  So, it all hung on the final set 

of the night which saw Mark and Jacek playing against Sanket 

and Sachin.  The OLOP ‘B’ pairing took this set fairly comfort-

ably in two games to come away with a 5 – 4 win overall.   

Doubles pair of the evening was Jacek Piechocki and Graham 

Stark who were unbeaten across the evening.  Well done to 
OLOP ‘B’ on winning this competition after coming runners 
up last year 
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Just down the road at Kingfisher TTC the Team Handicap 

final was taking place between current Div 2 team, Kingfisher 

‘F’ (Akeel Mir, Adrian Cretu and Wayne Alleyne) taking on a 

Sonning Common and Peppard team of Div 1 players (Tim 

Raby, Ed Lush and Matt Stone).  Again, this proved to be a 

very close match, which is testament to the handicapping sys-

tem.  The match saw teams winning alternate sets which meant 

the championship result all hung on the final set of the evening 

which saw Adrian Cretu take on Ed Lush.  Ed took the first 

game  23-21, Adrian fought back and took the second 21-14, so 

the third and final game would determine who would win the 

trophy.  This game went to 20-20 with Adrian then taking a 

majestic 22-20 win to give Kingfisher ‘F’ the victory.  

Congratulations to Kingfisher ‘F’ on their win! 

It's been another great year for the team competitions, thank 

you to all teams that took part and played all matches in a good 

sporting fashion, I look forward to doing it all again next season. 
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thank you to all the teams for their hard work, resilience, and 

the unforgettable moments they provided us this season. 

Your efforts have not only made this season successful but 

also deeply engaging for everyone involved. 

As we close this chapter and look forward to the next sea-

son, we extend our congratulations to every team for their 

performances. Whether you're celebrating a triumphant sea-

son or reflecting on what could have been, remember that 

every game is a step towards growth and excellence. We 

wish you all the best as you prepare for the challenges and 

opportunities that lie ahead. Good luck, and may the next 

season be filled with even more thrilling matches and 

remarkable achievements! 

LDKO WINNERS AND RUNNERS UP:: GRAHAM STARK, SACHIN MUNDRA, SIMON BROOKES, SANKET DAVE,  

JACEK PIECHOCKI, BINIT BHASKAR AND MARK CARLESS - THE WINNERS ARE IN THE BACK ROW.

LOWER DIVISIONS TOURNAMENT by Louise Forsterby Louise Forster
TEAM HANDICAP TOURNAMENT

  

OLOP ‘B’        8           

Kingfisher ‘I’  1

SC&P ‘E’  2 

OLOP ‘C’  7

OLOP ‘B’  5 

OLOP ‘C’  4
  Pangbourne 3 

   SC&P ‘B’ 6

   Kingfisher ‘F’ 5 

   Kingfisher ‘I’ 4

  Kingfisher ‘F’ 5 

  SC&P  ‘B’  4

Two Finals on One Day
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H
ello everyone,  Sonning Sports ‘D’ are champi-

ons, so on behalf of you all I congratulate 

Cris and his team. Sonning Common 

and Peppard ‘F’ are the runners up so well 

done Mike. 

Sonning Common ‘F’ dropped vital 

points when Mike Casserley went down 

with shingles just before the match; 

however Gerry Bacon And Graeme 

Streets came to the rescue to win two each and team-

ing up to win the doubles in a draw at OLOP’ E’.  At 

Springfield ‘C’ they crashed to a 7 – 3 defeat with 

Gerry, Graeme and Oliver Bonser winning one each.  

At home without their best two players they were held 

to a draw by Sonning Sports ‘C’ with Mike and Oliver 

winning two and Alistair Scott picking up a single. At 

Sonning Sports ‘D’ they fought out a fine draw with 

Oliver and Mike both winning two each. Gerry helped 

by winning one. By beating Springfield ‘B’ 6 – 4 they 

clinched the runners up spot with Graeme and Oliver 

both winning two each.  And a vital single from Mike 

Mike 30/45=66.7% 4t, 7d, 4s  pom 1 

Oliver 25/33=75.8% 5t, 4d, 2s  pom 2 

Gerry 27/33= 81.8% 7t, 2d, 2s  pom 8 

Alistair 7/30= 23.3% 1d, 5s 
Graeme 26/33= 78.8% 6t, 3d, 2s  pom 3 

Doubles 14/20= 70% 

Springfield ‘C’ played Sonning ‘G’ and came away with 

a 2 – 8 victory. Marcello Caramma won all three and Tom 

Berryman and Benson Shiu won two each In the big battle 

at the top they beat Sonning ‘F’’ 7 – 3 with Ludo Couillard 

gaining a brilliant treble while Benson won one and 

Marcello  won two.  Next at Kingfisher ‘K’ they just got home 

4 – 6 with Ludo winning all three and Benson two while 

Richard won one. At home to Sonning Sports ‘C’ Marcello 

came away with a hat trick while Benson won two and Tom 

a single to help to a 7 – 3 win   

Richard 22/38=57 9% 3t,3d,7s pom 5 
Tim 10/36=27.8% 2d,6s 

Marcello 22/27=81 5% 4t,5d  pom 5 
Ludo 28/29=96 6% 8t, 2d  pom 7 
Benson 30/47=63 8% 4t, 6d, 6s 

Doubles 7/20=35% 

Sonning Sports ‘D’ without star player James 

Miller lost 7 – 3 at TRBL ‘C’. Cris Reynolds won two 

and teamed up with Dave Chard to preserve their 100% 

record in the doubles. At home to a two player Kingfisher ‘L’ 

they won 9 – 1. James won two as did Cris while John 

Churchhouse won one  At  OLOP ‘E’ James hit a three 

straight hat trick including beating Pat 5-11, 2-11, 6-11. Pat 

said he is the best player he has played this season and 

was still fresh after the game with it going over so quickly. 

Cris won one but against Pat in match five he had game 

point in the first game only to lose it 13 -11. James and Cris 

kept their 100% record in the doubles and with John win-

ning one this gave them a 4 – 6 win  Next in a re-arranged 

match they had a 10 - 0 win over Sonning ‘G’ which as a 

result clinched promotion. The trio of James, Cris and John 

all won three and Cris and James maintained that 100% 

record in the doubles  Cris had a close set against John 

Evans beating him 12-14, 11-9, 11-8, 12 10 while against 

Derek he reversed his defeat from earlier in the season. 

Against Sonning ‘E’ they knew they had to only draw to fin-

ish as champions and this they did.  James as ever hit a 

treble by beating Gerry Bacon 11-1, 11-9, 11-8, Mike 

Casserley 11-6, 12-10, 11-5 and more important in set ten 

to give them a draw he beat Oliver Bonser 9-11, 13-11, 11-

3, 11-1. Cris won one by beating Gerry 11-9 in the fifth end.  

In set three John was unwell and after a break only lost 8-

11 to Mike in the fifth end. Re the doubles the side main-

tained their 100% record by winning 20 out of 20. 

  Cris 39/53=73.6% 6t,9d,3s pom 3 
Linda 2/9=22.2% 2s 

DIVISION FOUR by Derek Harrison

SONNING SPORTS ‘D’: JOHN CHURCHHOUSE, JAMES MILLER 

& CRIS REYNOLDS, WITH KINGFISHER ‘L’s  ATINC  ERGUVEN 

& SUE PORTER.

         DIV 4             P     W     D        L        F       A        Pts 

1  Sonning Sports D  20    15      2         3    136     64       136 

2  SC&P F              20    14      4         2    130     70       130 

3  Springfield C      20    14      1         5    128     72       128 

4  Tilehurst RBL C 20    12      2         6    120     80       120 

5  OLOP F             20    10      6         4     112     88        112 

6  Kingfisher K       20      9      2         9    107     93       107 

7  Springfield B      20      8      1       11      94   106         94 

8  OLOP E             20      5      6         9      84    116         84 

9 Sonning Sports C  20      2      6       12      68   132         68 

10  SC&P G           20      2      3       15      66   134         66 

11  Kingfisher L      20      2      1       17      55   145         55
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Michael 2/19=13.3% 2s 
Dave 5/15=33.3% 1d,3s 
John 22/41=53.7% 4t, 3d, 4s 
James 43/44=97.7% 13t, 2d  pom 14 

Doubles 20/20 = 100% 

Kingfisher ‘K’ drew 

with O.L.O.P ‘F’,  with 

Walter Aldridge winning 

all three and teaming up 

with Houron Tsun to win 

the doubles; Houron won 

one singles game.   At 

Sonning ‘G’ hat tricks 

from Walter and Emrah 

Bulut and a single from 

Houran helped to a 3 – 7 

win. At home to Springfield 

‘C’ they lost 4 – 6 with Houran winning two and Walter win-

ning one.   Away at TRBL ‘C’, which’ only had two players 

they won 4 – 6 with Mick and Walter both winning one. 

 Mick 21/32= 65.6% 2t, 6d, 3s   pom 3 
Walter 35/52= 67.3% 5t, 8d, 4s   pom 4 
Emrah 16/35= 45.7% 4t, 4s   pom 1 
Moto 4/12= 33.3% 4s 
Houran 18/42= 42 9% 2t, 3d, 6s  pom 1 
Doubles 9/20= 45% 

TRBL ‘C’ were held to a draw at Sonning ‘G’ while only 

playing two players due to illness 

Paul Treadgold came to the rescue by winning all three 

and teaming up with Geoff Johnson to win the doubles; 

Geoff also gained a single. At home to Sonning Sports ‘D’ 

they won 7 – 3 thanks to a good treble from Linda King and 

doubles from Geoff and Paul.  At OLOP ‘E’ Linda and Geoff 

won two each and with Paul gain-

ing a single the match ended 5 

– 5. Next by winning 2 – 8 at 

Springfield ‘B’ they moved up 

to fourth. Paul did the business 

by obtaining a hat trick with 

Linda and Geoff winning two 

each At home to OLOP ‘F’ they 

won 6 – 4 with Geoff winning all 

three and Paul winning two. 

Linda won the other set. At 

home to Kingfisher ‘K’ Paul hit 

a very good hat trick and with 

Linda winning one they lost 4 – 

6.  In the last match of the sea-

son they beat Kingfisher ‘L’ 7 – 

3 with Linda, Geoff and Paul all 

gaining doubles. 

 

Jim 13/33= 39.4% 1t, 2d, 6s   pom  1 
Geoff 30/42= 71.4% 5t, 6d, 3s   pom 2 
Paul 33/48= 68.8% 6t, 5d, 5s  pom  3 
Linda 32/45= 71.1% 6t, 5d, 4s  pom  6 

John 3/6= 50% 1d, 1s 
Doubles 9/20= 45% 

O.L.O.P ‘F’ could only draw at Kingfisher ‘K’ who only 

had two players. 

Kaushik Shukla and Anish Shukul both won one each by 

beating Houron Tsun.  At Springfield ‘B’ Gopi Ponnapalli 

won all three and Anish won two in a drawn match.  At 

TRBL ‘C’ they lost 6 – 4 with Gopi winning two and Roland 

winning one. At home to Kingfisher ‘L’ they won 7 – 3 with 

Roland hitting a hat trick. Anish won two while Kaushik 

obtained a single In the OLOP derby. Gopi hit a maximum 

to help them win 3 – 7. Anish won two and Kaushik picked 

up a single 

 Jan 11/26= 42.3% 1t, 3d, 2s 

Gopi 35/39= 89.7% 10t, 2d, 1s   pom  9 

Kaushik 4/20- 20% 4s 

Alice 16/24= 66.7% 3t, 3d. 1s pom  2 

Roland 17/27= 63.0% 3t, 3d, 2s  pom 3 

Anish 17/38= 44.7% 1t, 5d, 4s 

Doubles 9/20= 45% 

Springfield ‘B’ drew with OLOP’ F’ with Steve 

O’Connor winning two and also teaming up with Shas 

Veeramani who took one to win the doubles. James 

McGeough won the other set.   At home to TRBL ‘C’ they 

lost 2 – 8 with Steve and reserve Richard winning one each 

They came back to form by winning  1 – 9 at Kingfisher ‘L’.  

Rob and reserve Benson won three each while Shas picked 

up a double. At home to OLOP ‘E they lost 2 – 8 with Shas 

and Steve winning the sets.  At  Sonning ‘E’ despite playing 

reserve Marcella who won three they lost 6 – 4.  Rob won 

the other set 

LINDA KING 

HOURON TSUN

GOPI PONNAPALLI OF OLOP ‘F’
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Robert 32/45= 71.1% 6t, 5d, 4s    pom 6 

James 4/30= 13.3% 2s  

Steve 23/45- 51.1% 2t, 6d, 5s   pom 1 

Shas 15/45= 33.3% 1t, 3d, 6s 

Doubles 9/20= 45% 

O.L.O.P ‘E’ held a two man Sonning ‘F’ to a draw with Pat 

Daniels beating Gerry and Graeme At home to TRBL ‘C’ Pat 

Daniels won all three and with Fitzroy Licorish winning one 

and teaming up with Pat to win the doubles.  The match ended 

all square.  Pat gained another maximum in the side's draw at 

Sonning Sports ‘C’.  Wade Daniels and Derek Brook won one 

each.   At home to Sonning Sports ‘D’ they just lost 4 – 6 with 

Pat winning two and Fitzroy and Wade winning one  At 

Springfield ‘B’ they won 2 – 8 with Fitzroy and Pat both gaining 

maximums and Sue Daniels winning one.  Against OLOP ‘F’ 

they lost 3 – 7 with Wade, Fitz and Derek all winning one. 

   Pat 38/41= 92.7% 10t, 4d   pom 8 

Sue 4/39= 10.3% 4s 

Derek 5/33= 15.2% 5s 

Fitzroy 18/31= 58.1% 37, 3t. 3d, 3s  pom 3 

Wade 9/32= 28.1% 1d, 7s 

Doubles 7/20 = 35% 

Sonning ‘G’ drew with a two man TRBL ‘C’ thanks to sin-

gles from Simon Blake and John Evans  Then at home to 

Springfield ‘C’ they lost 2 – 8 with John winning the sets. Next 

they lost 3 – 7 to Kingfisher ‘K’.  John and David Riddle won 

o n e 

each  In a re-arranged match at Sonning Sports ‘D’ they lost 

10 – 0   At Kingfisher ‘L’ they won 4 – 6 with Derek and John 

winning two each 

Graham Paddick recorded only his second win of the sea-

son, but it did win the match.  

 Derek 15/44= 34.1% 5d, 5s 
Simon 6/23= 20.1% 1d, 4s 

John 19/38= 50% 7d, 5s 
Grahame 2/42= 4.8.% 2s 
David 14/30= 46.7% 2t, 2d, 4s    pom  2 
Doubles 7/20=  35%    

Sonning Sports ‘C’ had a nice 2 – 8 win at Kingfisher ‘L’ 

with Mike Gautrey winning all three and John Scott and 

Stephen Reader obtaining doubles. At home to OLOP ‘E’ they 

drew with Stephen and John gaining singles. At Sonning ‘F’ 

Stephen gained a vital maximum  which helped them draw. 

John won one and teamed up with Stephen to win the dou-

bles. At Springfield ‘C’ they lost 7 – 3 with Stephen winning 

two and Mike one 
 Stephen 29/45=64.4% 4t, 7d,3s  pom 5 

Philip 3/27=11.1% 3s 

Mo 4/18=22.2%1d,2s 

Harry 3/9=33.3% 1d,1s 

Peter 4/27=14.8% 4s 

Mike 7/27=40 7% 1t, 4s pom 1 

John11/27=40 7% 4d,3s 

Doubles 13/20= 65% 

Kingfisher ‘L’ lost 2 – 8 to Sonning Sports ‘C’. Peter 

Bennett won the two sets. Then a two player side lost 9 – 1 at 

Sonning Sports ‘D’ with Atinc Erguven winning the set At 

home to Springfield ‘B’ only an Atinc single was to show for 

their efforts.  At OLOP ‘F’ they lost 7 – 3 with Atinc winning two 

and Peter one. At home to Sonning ‘G’ they lost 4 – 6 with 

Atinc recording a maximum. Peter won the other set.   At 

TRBL ‘C’ Atinc recorded another maximum in a 3 – 7 defeat. 
Sue 8/42= 19% 2d, 4 s 
Gill 3/30= 10% 3s 

Peter 13/48= 27.1% 3d, 7 s 

Mehmet 7/21= 33.3%1t, 1d, 2 s  pom 1 

Atic 18/36= 50% 2t, 3d, 6 s  pom 2 

Doubles 6/20= 30% 

Seasons Stats 

There were 17 draws, 28  6-4 27 7-3 19 8-2 11 9-1 7 10-0 

Played in most matches  Cris and Walter  18 out of 20 

Cheers 

Derek 
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JOHN EVANS 

Player                          Team                          P        W       % 
James Miller            Sonning Sports D  44      43     97.73% 

Ludovic Couillard     Springfield C         29      28     96.55% 

Patrick Daniels        OLOP E                41      38     92.68% 

Gopi Ponnapalli       OLOP F                39      35     89.74% 

Gerry Bacon            SC&P F                33      27     81.82% 

Marcello Caramma  Springfield C         27      22     81.48% 

Graeme Streets       SC&P F                33      26     78.79% 

Oliver Bonser          SC&P F                33      25     75.76% 

Cris Reynolds          Sonning Sports D  53      39     73.58% 

Geoff Johnson         Tilehurst RBL C    42      30     71.43% 

Robert Atack            Springfield B         45      32     71.11% 

Linda King               Tilehurst RBL C    45      32     71.11% 

Paul Treadgold        Tilehurst RBL C    48      33     68.75% 

Walter Aldridge        Kingfisher K          52      35     67.31% 

Mike Casserley        SC&P F                45      30     66.67% 

Alice Walker            OLOP F                24      16     66.67%

DIV 4  LEADING AVERAGES
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Welcome to the Centenary 

Puzzle Page! 

 

Our occasional puzzle master, 

Martin Adams, has sent in this 

special quiz for our centenary 

final edition. 

Solve the different crossword 

clue types to find just some of the 

prolific volunteers, leading 

Reading players and prominent 

clubs past and present, and then 

complete the coded phrases from 

the clue letters on the next page!  

 

(He says - sorry I couldn't fit more 

names in - there are so many 

more I would like to have added). 

Anyway hope you enjoy solving 

the quiz!
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Clue Letters for the Centenary Puzzle Page 
 

When you have completed the puzzle on the previous page, please type out the coded  message 

and email the whole thing to my address: Dbwavell@gmail.com - adding your own contact details 

of course.  GOOD LUCK! 

 

Derek Wavell 




