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PREMIER DIVISION REPORT 
Divisional Secretary: Gordon Greenfield 

 

 
 
Congratulations to Mayfield 1 on their fine Championship victory.  They are undefeated masters of 
the North Middlesex League and deservedly so.  This is also the first time that the Mayfield Club 
has won the title so good for them too.  It’s good to see a spread of talent across the league and 
that there are no dominant clubs.  Last year it was Tottenham, this year Mayfield.  Who will take on 
the champions title next season?  
Romayne Stewart topped the averages, so well done to him, but a special mention to old man 
Jonathan Proffitt who was one of only four winners over Romayne.  
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Commiserations to the Tottenham club who, having won the Premier Division last year, now see 
themselves in bottom position.  Of course, not with the same players but sad nonetheless.   
I know that you have all been keen to follow results and tables and so I hope that you have found 
the occasional email with a link to the table useful.  Thanks to you all for cooperating so well and 
completing the season, albeit with reserves as necessary.  I know that one or two of you have had 
problems raising teams. 
All match and averages details are on the web site. 
Have a great summer and I hope to see you all back next season. 
Gordon Greenfield 
 
 

DIVISION 2 REPORT 
Divisional Secretary: Michael Miller 

 

The end of the season is upon us Mayfield 4 proved uncatchable, leading the division from week 1. 
The team only suffered one loss, at the hands of Ellenborough 3.  Admittedly, it was only a 5-4 
defeat but Ellenborough 3 had a player playing up from Div 3 for them so Bruce Wang and Tumay 
Ekrem pulled out a stellar performance to snatch the win.  All of Tumay’s games went to 5 and 2 of 
Bruce’s did too yet again proving how close the match was and backing up their positions at the top 
of the averages.  Back to Mayfield 4 and, whilst I reported in the first half that all 3 of their players 
were around the 75% mark in the averages, only Mitesh Dhanani and Jack Bender have remained 
consistent.  Dave Middleton had a little drop off in the second half of the season but still managed a 
very respectable 58%. 
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Congratulations the runners up Winchmore Hill 1, the title battle I predicted never developed.  After 
a 9-0 shocking loss against Ellenborough 4, where the team were thoroughly trounced (none of the 
games were even close) I thought it was all over for them. However, the following week Heathcote 
were unable to field a team at short notice and a walkover was awarded to Winchmore Hill, giving 
them a lifeline.  Unfortunately, despite a 7 – 2 victory the next week, the last 4 matches of the 
season were all a little mediocre and the team were unable to win any more. 
Ellenborough 4 played a brilliant second half of the season compared to the first.  In the first they 
only won 2/8 games and in the second they won 7/8 rising from 5th in the table to 3rd.  Despite 
beating Winchmore Hill 1 9-0 they were unable to close the 20 point deficit they had amassed in the 
first half of the season.  They did only finish 4 points behind in the end so it was still very good. 
Of the remaining teams, apart from Tottenham2 and Coolhurst 1 everyone gained more points in 
the second half of the season compared to the first.  These were mostly secured against Tottenham 
2 and Winchmore Hill 1.  Tottenham 2 got around 25% fewer points in the second half of the 
season.  Coolhurst 1 did not see a change in performance or luck and gained exactly the same 
number of points as they did in the first half.  Mid table remained very close and 5 teams were 
separated by just 8 points. 
Many thanks everyone for getting your results in quickly, I have to say it has been a very smooth 
season this year. 
Have a great break over the summer; I look forward to seeing some of you next season. 
 
Michael Miller 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Handicap Cup Final result 

 
This season’s final was contested by Mayfield 1 and SPS 1 on Thursday 19th April at Ellenborough 
TTC.  Gordon Greenfield managed to win one of his singles but, despite a few close games that went 
to 21-20, Mayfield were just a little too strong and came out as the winners by 5 sets to 1. 
Congratulations to both teams on reaching the final and especially to Mayfield 1 for rounding off their 
excellent season by coming through the Premier Division undefeated and also winning the Handicap 
Cup.  We may have to review their handicaps for next season!  
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Last ever issue of the Journal? 
It may have come to the point where it is no longer sensible to spend the time and effort required by 
a number of people to produce this journal.  Virtually everyone can access our excellent league 
website and there is nothing in the Journal that cannot be published more quickly and more easily 
on that site.  I know that it takes me quite a while to extract league table and individual averages 
information from the site, enter it into a spreadsheet, take screen shots of it and then paste it into 
the Journal.  Viewing it directly on the site is far more efficient and always up-to-date and we have 
only been posting three printed copies for a while now!  Anyone who does not have access to a 
computer can use one at their local library or can ask a team-mate to print off some information for 
them.  Reports on cup competitions, tournaments, individual matches, events, 100+Club Draws and 
more can all be placed on the website (with photos where applicable) quite easily.  I would welcome 
any comments on this (to webnorthmid@gmail.com).  I am resigning from the position of Press & 
Publicity Officer for the League but will continue as Webmaster for out TT365 website. 

 
A big thank you to all those who have contributed to the Journal over the years and to those 
who have spent their time producing and distributing it.  

 
Peter Bayman  
 

mailto:webnorthmid@gmail.com
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DIVISION 3 REPORT 
Divisional Secretary: vacant 

 

 
 
Congratulations to Potters Bar Free Church on their win by just 3 points ahead of Winchmore Hill 2.  
Both Potters Bar and Winchmore Hill had been in Division 2 last season and finished in 9th and 10th 
positions respectively.  So it’s back up to a higher division. Let’s hope you manage to stay there and 
break the yo-yo effect. 
 

Joan Bayman 
   
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A TRIBUTE TO RICHARD HOPKINS 
 

Richard was well respected member of the NMTTL.  His Club was Brigadier and their premises 
were at the Brigadier Free Church, Brigadier Hill, Enfield. He was Club Secretary from 
1983 until the club closed in 1994.  It was always a pleasure to play at Brigadier because 
Richard provided wonderful refreshments.  He was a Divisional Secretary for many years and 
was the League's Press and Publicity Officer from 1992 till 1999. His Standing Committee 
included his wife and Chris Van der Waals.  He held a ticket for the League's 100 Plus Club 
from April 1986 and often paid for two years at a time.  He continued until, owing to ill health, he 
decided to stop in 2016.  Richard passed away on the 25th March 2018.  He was one of the 
good ones and will be missed. 
Harold Webb. 
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DIVISION 4 REPORT 
Divisional Secretary: Joan Bayman 
 

 
 

Arriving at the end of season 2017-18, we should not be surprised to see Bush Hill Park (who were 
relegated from Division 3) as winners of Division 4 on 122 points and SPS2 in 2nd place on 110 
points, as that is the position they were holding at the half-way stage.  However, the 3rd place 
position has changed since December and Ellenborough 6 overtook Ellenborough 7 to finish ahead 
on 94 points.  Unfortunately, Ellenborough 7 had to give a walkover to SPS2 on 19 March as they 
were unable to raise a team but I’m sure they were not too upset at being passed by their higher 
team. 
 
The result of the last outstanding match from February was recorded today, 25 April, with WH5 
giving Tottenham 5 a walkover.  Both sides were unable to raise a team at various stages and this 
walkover resulted in pushing Tottenham 5 above the WH4 team who had been holding 6th place 
position on 62 points.   
  
There were a number of close 5-4 games in the second half indicating a competitive and 
determined spirit in this division (winners shown first): 
 
WH4 v WH5; Mayfield 8 v Ellen 7; Ellen 7 v BHPk; Ellen 7 v Tott 5; WH4 v Ellen 6; Mayfield 8 v 
WH4; Mayfield 8 v Ellen 6 and BHPk v Mayfield 8. 
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There was a great improvement this season on the number of matches played with only 2 players, 
so well done to team captains for fielding full teams. 
 
Trevor, from Ellenborough 6 sent in some comments about the match against their lower team (7) 
saying what a hard fought and enjoyable match it was.  There had been some close games with a 
few going either way with long and exciting attacking rallies.  “Kyle Kam is improving, watch out for 
him next year”. 
 
I did notice a number of improved players this season and although I know you can check your own 
statistics from last season’s in the Archives, here is a short list (I’ve not included the BHPk players 
as they were in another division last season): 
 

Division 4 - Table of 
Improvers: 

2017- 
2018 

2016- 
2017 

  2017- 
2018 

2016- 
2017 

Jonathan Barron, SPS 2 92% 59%  Ashley Smokler, 
SPS2 

72% 57% 

James Litherland, 
Ellenborough 6 

63% 47%  Ross McCleary, 
Mayfield 8 

62% 43% 

Nigel Kingsley, SPS 2 62% 36%  Angelica Landry, 
Mayfield 8 

54% 35% 

Malcolm Springthorpe, 
Tottenham 5 

48% 25%     

 
As you can see from the above table, SPS 2 have greatly improved and therefore took a well 
deserved 2nd place. 
 
In addition to the table of the top 10 players in the averages who played 50% of the matches, here 
is an extended list where players have played 21 or more sets (7 matches): 
 
Steve Harris, Ellen 7 – 81%  Ross McCleary, Mayfield 8 – 62.5% 
Jim Litherland, Ellen 6 – 63%  Rosetta Delisle, Ellen 6 – 62.5%  
Nigel Kingsley, SPS2 – 62%  Rhian Gainsborough, Totten 5 – 60% 
Angelica Landry, Mayf 8 – 54%  Malcolm Springthorpe, Tott 5 – 48% 
Dom Philp, WH5 – 47%   Cara Skinner, Ellen 6 – 44% 
Larraine Harris, BH Pk – 43%  David Cooper, SPS3 – 41% 
 
I’ve tried to mention as many players as possible in this report but if I’ve missed you out I’m sure 
you’ll understand. 
 
Well done to our youngest player on his 1st season, Kyle Kam, (who won a set against Mayfield 8).  It 
would have been a ‘battle of the ages’ had he had the opportunity of playing against our oldest player 
Ron from Bush Hill Park.  I’m sure we will all want to wish Kyle best wishes for his future in this sport. 
 
Congratulations to BHPk and SPS2 for winning promotion to Division 3 and good luck for next 
season.  Funnily enough SPS1 along with Southgate Compton will be relegated to Division 4 but in 
SPS’s case, I expect the players will be switched between the two teams. 
 
Enjoy your summer break and I look forward to seeing you in September. 
 
Joan Bayman 
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NMTTL TOURNAMENT REPORT 2018 
 
Saturday 17th March 
 
Division 3-4 Singles:  Semi-Finals: Grace Stair beat Angelica Landry 11-3, 11-4, 11-8 and Elman 
Rustamov beat Dennis Tossell 11-5, 11-2, 11-8.  Final: In a very competitive final Grace Stair fought 
back to beat Elman Rustamov 7-11, 11-8, 5-11, 11-9, 11-9. 
 
Open to all Paired Handicap Doubles:  In our new event, which replaced the hard bat doubles 
from last year, there were a number of non-league players taking part. It proved to be a fun event 
for all.  Semi-Finals: Steve Codrington & Elman Rustamov beat Joan Bayman & Laikram Persaud 
20-22, 21-11, 21-19. Gouda Abdelrazek & Peter Bayman beat Janice & Hower 16-21, 21-7, 21-9.  
Final: It was clear that Steve Codrington was struggling with an injury but he fought on with his 
partner Elman Rustamov in a competitive match to beat Gouda Abdelrazek & Peter Bayman 21-17, 
14-21, 21-15.  
 
Open to all Handicap Singles:   Semi Finals:  Steve Codrington fought his way through to the final 
giving points away to beat Peter Bayman 21-16, 22-20.   In the other semi-final we saw a close 
match between Nana Ansah and Sal Ahmed.  Nana won 21-12, 19-21, 21-11.  
Final: Nana Ansah, who was playing extremely well, beat Steve Codrington 21-12, 21-14. 
 
Hard Bat Singles:  Semi Finals:  Laikram Persaud beat Steve Codrington 11-6, 11-7 and Gary List 
beat Ian Herriot 11-8 11-9.  The final produced probably the best hard bat final for many years. 
Before the start it was difficult to see how the match would be played out with both players being 
very good at returning the ball. As it turned out Laikram took on the role of the attacker while Gary 
sat back and kept returning the ball while waiting for the right ball to put away. Many of the rallies 
were 30-40 strokes and more, being finished off with one of the players having to hit through the 
other.  At 2 games all, Laikram kept his game together in the 5th, with Gary just losing his edge 
enough for Laikram to take advantage and win 11-7, 9-11, 11-8, 12-14, 11-6. 
 
Sunday 18th March  
 
Division 2, 3, & 4 Handicap Singles:  Semi Finals: Gill Toumbas beat Derek Chung from a 0-5 
start, 21-14, 21-16. In the other Semi-Final an engrossing match took place. Grace Stair had an 11-
0 point start over Richard Bond.  Grace took control of the first game to win it 21-12.  As expected, 
the highly talented attacking play of Richard got him back the handicap to win the second game 21-
19.  The third and final game looked to be going the same way until, at 18 all, Grace produced 
some inspired play to win the next three points to get over the line and win 21-12, 19-21, 21-18.   
Final:  In the final, two tired players fought it out.  Grace, who had a 7 point start, proved too much 
for Gill to win 21-15, 21-4. 
 
Over 50s Singles:  Semi Finals:  Laikram Persaud beat Bruce Yang 9-11, 11-2, 11-2, 11-2.  
Semi Idowu came back from 2-0 down to beat Sal Ahmed in an absorbing match 9-11, 8-11, 11-6, 
11-6, 11-3.  The final was played quite late in the evening with both players running close to empty. 
Laikram Persaud beat Semi Idowu 11-6, 11-8, 11-6. 
 
Open Doubles:  Semi Final:  Sal Ahmed & Laikram Persaud beat Ashutosh Pant & Bruce Yang 11-
2, 11-4, 11-1.  Semi Idowu & Nana Ansah beat Kevin Fang & Klodian Shaqiri 11-3, 4-11, 11-1, 11-4.  
Final: Nana played well above his league form with his partner Semi to get through to the semi-final. 
The question now was, could he keep it up in the final. Semi & Nana took a two game lead before 
their opponents struck back. They then rallied to win the 4th game and match, beating Sal Ahmed & 
Laikram Persaud 11-8, 11-4, 12-14, 11-9. 
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Ladies Singles: the 5 player group included two division 2 players - Tumay Ekrem of Ellenborough 
3 and Gill Toumbas of Ellenborough 4, Grace Stair of Tottenham 3 (division 3), and two division 4 
players – Rosetta Delisle of Ellenborough 6 and Jenny Barton of Tottenham 5.  It was expected that 
the last match, played by Tumay and Gill would be the decider and so it proved. Tumay had to fight 
hard to overcome a determined Gill in a very close match: 8-11, 11-7, 11-8, 12-14, 11-7.  
 
Open Singles:  In the final event Huseyin Cakir had a tough journey through the rounds.  In his 
quarter-final match against Ashutosh Pant it started with Huseyin winning the first game, only to see 
Ashutosh upping his game with much skill and determination to win the next two games.  At that 
point it looked all over for Huseyin but he too went into another gear to fight his way to level at 2-2. 
The final game was more of the same with both players playing at the top of their game, both 
attacking every weak return of the other and defending equally well.  However, it was Huseyin who 
came through a very tight and exciting to watch match to win 11-9, 8-11, 7-11, 11-7, 11-9. 
In the Semi-Finals; Huseyin beat last year’s runner-up Kevin Fang 11-5, 15-13, 11-9. Laikram 
Persaud beat Semi Idowu 5-11, 11-8, 11-7, 11-3. 
Final: This was Laikram and Huseyin’s first time playing each other.  Laikram took a two-game lead 
and looked to be running out an easy winner.  However, Huseyin again showed his class by looping 
and smashing his way through Laikram’s defences to win the next two game dropping only five 
points. Could he maintain this amazing form in the 5th?  The game changed again with now both 
players having something to protect.  Huseyin came very close to winning but could not get into 
match point position.  Laikram’s solid game returned to get him over the line in a truly excellent and 
competitive final 11-9, 11-7, 4-11, 1-11, 13-11. 
 
Sunday 15th April 
 
Under 13 Junior Singles:  In round 1 there were 9 entrants who were drawn into three groups of 3 
players with the winners & runners up going through into round 2, to play in two further groups of 3. 
The winners & runners up from round 2 would go through to the semi-finals.   
The winners & r/u from round 1 groups were:  Group 1:  Rayan Ansari and Edward Caslake, Group 
2:  Max Gonpot and Hassan Hussain, Group 3:  Kyle Kam, Kiran Damania.  The winners & r/u from 
round 2 groups were:  Group 1:  Rayan and Kiran, Group 2:  Kyle and Hassan 
In the first Semi-Final Rayan played Hassan.  Rayan won comfortably 11-4, 11-9, 11-4.  In the other 
Semi-Final Kyle played Kiran.  Kyle was in control for the first two games before Kiran coming back 
strongly to win 9-11, 7-11, 11-8, 11-5, 11-7.  In the Final Rayan was too strong for Kiran, winning 
11-4, 11-8, 11-9. 
 
Under 15 Junior Singles:  There were 6 entrants for this event, divided into two groups of 3 
players.  The winners and runners up would go through to the semi-finals.  Group 1:  Victor 
Ostapenko, Charlie Caslake and Kiran Damania.  Group 2:  Richard Huang, Rayan Ansari, Hassan 
Hussain.  From Group 1, Charlie and Victor progressed to the Semi-Finals along with Richard and 
Rayan from Group 2.  Richard and Victor provided an exciting and close match with Victor’s more 
secure defensive game not suiting the attacking style of Richard.  Victor won: 11-8, 6-11, 11-7, and 
11-7.  The younger Rayan put up a great effort in his match against the older and more experienced 
Charlie.  Rayan surprised Charlie by winning the first game 11-7.  Charlie then upped his game with 
more outright attacking shots to win 7-11, 13-11, 11-7, 11-6.  The Final saw Charlie play Victor.  It 
was a tremendous match, which saw Victor containing Charlie with good defence to level at 2-2.  
However, it was Charlie who used all of his experience and patience to win the Final 13-11, 6-11, 
11-9, 8-11, 11-9. 
It was good to see young players of great potential coming together to play in the tournament. Our 
thanks to all those who helped out on the day, including parents, friends, players and league 
officials.   
Our thanks go to many people who did their ‘behind the scenes’ work to get players from their clubs 
to take part in this year’s tournament.  Our thanks go to the players who, instead of going home 
after being knocked out, stayed on to umpire many matches.  Lech Bogdanowicz, who was injured 
and couldn’t play, came along and umpired many matches.  Thanks Lech!  Huge thanks go to Joan 
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& Peter Bayman for setting up the hall on Saturday morning.  The trophies for the tournament were 
again really good quality - our thanks to Harold Webb.  Our thanks to all the players who took part 
and made it a friendly and sporting competition.  Finally, we need to thank Ellenborough TTC for 
allowing us again to use their excellent facilities for the tournament. 

 

John Fitzgerald 
Tournament Organiser 

 

 


