
 

 

January 2022  
 

Message from the Chairman 

Hello All! 

We are almost at the two-thirds point of the season now, with most teams having played each other 

twice, and all three divisions now have a clear favourite for their respective titles. Division 1 top 

team Ryde A are now looking unstoppable, especially since the redoubtable Scott Lawson has 

started playing more often; Shanklin Warriors are still making their presence felt, though, and have a 

second-place finish clearly in their sights.  

Division 2 is looking promising for Havenstreet Locos at the top, but second place is being fought out 

closely between Ryde Relics and Shanklin Skuas; it might go down to the wire with these two teams 

since they play each other in the penultimate week of the league! Incidentally, Ryde Relics’ superstar 

Glenn Morley is the only player left in the League to have played all the matches and still be 

unbeaten. Please please please can someone beat him?? I will personally buy a drink at this year’s 

presentation evening for the first person to beat him in a Div 2 league match!  

Division 3 is looking more comfortable for Vics C, as they currently have two matches in hand and a 

small lead at the top, but again a close battle is developing for second place between Ryde Rustics 

and Shorwell A.  

Twenty-four players decided to try burning off some Christmas turkey recently by entering the Brian 

Warne Plate which was held at the Centre between Christmas and New Year. For those of you who 

don’t remember him, Brian Warne was a seasoned campaigner for Ryde club who retired from table 

tennis in the early 1990s, and when he died, his daughter Pauline kindly donated the lovely plate for 

which we now compete in his memory.  At risk of showing my age, I recall Brian playing in those days 

– he would always knock with the kids but never give them an inch! We played a very good-natured 

tournament, fuelled by some of Pat Thorley’s lovely cakes, with Pat/John Penny due to do battle 

with Lee Orton/Joe Millward in finals night (full tournament report below). 

We have had good attendance so far for the Ladies’ Sessions, which Alison Botha has ably organised, 

and take place on Fridays between 1600 and 1830, and very positive reports have come back to me. 

Please contact Alison for further information.  

As most of you will be aware, we had a little excitement recently down at the Centre, with a burst 

water main leaving us, and half of Ryde, without mains water for a couple of hours. As the water 

flooded across from the Smallbrook Lane roundabout into the Stadium, unfortunately our building 

was affected too – many thanks to Martin Dove for the clean-up operation, and also to Nicky Dando 
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who stayed on after the Ladies’ Session to help him sort out the floor. The electrics in the water 

treatment plant were also compromised, and new parts were required, but were fitted today 

(31/01) so we are now back on track. Please re-arrange any matches that you had to cancel due to 

the unavailability of the venue last week. 

Anyway, enjoy the rest of the season, and don’t forget to support the tournaments – they are great 

ways to play against different people and meet new friends! 

Take care, 

Alex Rorke (Chairman, IWCTTA) 

News 

Christmas Fun Tournament at Smallbrook 
 
Thirty two people entered the tournament, the format of which was pairs, with the highest rated 
player partnered with the lowest rated and so on.  Every pair played every other pair and points 
were awarded for a win and number of points scored. 
 
A fun evening was had by all and many dressed in appropriate Christmas finery to add to the festive 
atmosphere. 
 
Here’s a photo of Mike, Alison and Pat who were the organisers, with winners Bryce, Trevor and Tim.  
The other winner was Martin Johnstone.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brian Warne Plate  

For this competition, the competitors are paired with a partner, and since it is a scratch doubles 

tournament, the highest-ranked player is matched with lowest-ranked, second highest with second 

lowest until they meet in the middle. 

The 12 pairs were drawn on the night into three groups of four pairs; top two pairs progressing 

automatically to the next round, with two “best 3rd place” pairs going through as wildcards to make 

up 8 quarter-final places. 

Group 1 saw young favourites Joe Chapman/Lewis Johnstone finish top, just above close rivals Darol 

Wilson/Marlene Irving.  Paul White/Nicky Dando had good results so went through as a wildcard, 

and Alison Botha/Ryan Cates finished fourth. 
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 Paul White     

Meanwhile in Group 2, Lee Orton/Joe Millward had some very close matches but went through the 

group undefeated. A three-way tie complicated the rest of the results, as Peter Clarke/Manfred 

Gelhard beat Glenn Morley/Bert Paice, who then beat Alan Dennis/Bryce Wilson.  Alan/Bryce then 

went on to beat Peter/Manfred, but count-back revealed Alan/Bryce as runners-up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Alan Dennis 



Group 3 had its fair share of close matches too, finally being won by Alex Rorke/Ethan Millward, with 

Pat Thorley/John Penny in second place.  Martin Johnstone/Frank Kelly went through as a creditable 

third-place wildcard, while Martin Dove/Elaine Mills ended up fourth. 

So, onto the quarter finals, and Lee/Joe M start to put their stamp on the proceedings, with a 

convincing win over Martin/Frank, 11-4, 11-9, 11-5. Pundits’ favourites Joe C/Lewis managed to 

overcome Alan/Bryce 11-7, 13-11, 6-11, 11-7; after a tricky start Alex/Ethan got the better of 

Paul/Nicky 12-10, 11-5, 11-7. Quarter-final  Number 4 saw Pat/John comfortably despatch 

Darol/Marlene 11-7, 11-5, 11-5. 

Semi-final Number 1 saw the youngsters Joe C/Lewis take on the rapidly gelling pair of Lee/Joe M, 

with the first four sets being shared equally; the fifth set turned out to be a nail-biter, but Lee/Joe M 

eventually pinched the set to earn their place in the final, 11-7. 

Semi-final Number 2 was a re-run of the Group 3 match as Alex/Ethan tried to repeat their 

performance and dispose of Pat/John - but the latter clearly had other ideas, taking the first set 12-

10.  Alex/Joe fought back to steal the second in a tense deuce game, 19-17, then took the lead with a 

comfortable 11-2 third set.  Back came Pat & John to take the fourth, and after a lot of tactical play 

had entertained those watching, Pat/John managed to close the game out by winning 13-11. 

Well done to Pat/John and Lee/Joe M who will meet on Finals’ Night! 
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Permission Forms 

There are still a number of permission forms yet to be returned.  If we do not have these then your 

name cannot be mentioned in this newsletter or the weekly press reports, owing to GDPR 

regulations, so please return these as soon as possible.   

 

 



League News    

 
Division One 
 
Ryde A look favourites to win the League once again, as they lead by 10 points with a game in hand 
over Ryde Raiders and Ryde Royals, who are equal on points.  
 
The Royal’s Hugh and Raider’s Alex have both now lost two games.  Hugh lost against Ryde A’s Scott 
and Alex against Shanklin’s Michael, and they have both lost against each other, setting things up 
nicely for a third meeting later on in the season.  
 
Hugh leads the averages on over 94% just ahead of Alex on over 93%, whilst Scott has 100% but has 
played only 12 games. Ryde A’s Mark and Lee are also high in the averages.  Special mention goes to 
the Rival’s Joe who has had some good wins, including beating  the whole of Vic’s B team, Mike, 
Dave and Barry,  at their last meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   Ryde A’s Scott Lawson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                           Ryde Raider’s Alex Rorke 

 
 
 
 
 
      A younger Hugh Idle 
      In action for Ryde Royals  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Division Two 
 
Havenstreet Locos head the Division Two table with an 11 point lead over Ryde Relics and Shanklin 
Skuas, who are equal on points.  With a large pool of players to call on, the Locos are sharing out the 
matches between them, with all their players on over 50% win average.  However, Graham is their 
star player, having played 30 games and lost only one, against Glenn.  
 
Glenn remains unbeaten at the top of the averages table, with Havenstreet’s Graham on 96% and 
Shanklin’s Spike on 86%.  
 
Other players performing well include Shanklin’s Elaine Mills and Undercliff Belter’s Bryce Wilson. 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
       
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Spike Hughes of Shanklin Skuas                       Mike Lee of Havenstreet Locos
     

 
Division Three 

 
Vics C lead Division Three with a six point lead over nearest rivals Ryde Rustics, and with two 
games in hand. Back in the league after a few years break, Shorwell A lie in third place. 
 
Ryde Rookies Ryan has had an excellent first season in the league, having lost only one 
match and leading the averages on 95% with Ryde Rocket’s Steve following closely behind 
with 94%.  Also new to league table tennis is Vic’s C’s Paul, who has a 91% win average. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                  Ryde Rustics Bert Paice 

 
 
 
 
 



Memories  
 
In the last newsletter we had some excerpts from the Isle of Wight Table Tennis Newsheet of 1971. 
 
A few people got in touch regarding the article and here are their memories and thoughts: 
 
Barry Joyce had fond memories of NYC as this was his first club, Newport Youth Club , and he knew 

all the four young Vics players mentioned, Keith Steele, Martin Mitchell, Mark Wray and Tim Axford. 

Danny Burns remembered some of the characters:   “I remember Martin Mitchell, son of the 
legendary Freddie Mitchell.  Tim Axford is still around and both his sons played for a bit too. The lady 
that wrote it was Joan Rossi. Lovely lady and the first person who taught me to play at Newport Vics.  
She used to watch all the matches and sit in the corner by a fire and back then, when smoking 
indoors was the norm, she would go through a packet of 20 in an evening easily.”  
 

Bert Paice remembered that Newport Youth Club played in a hall in the building complex at the 

junction of St. James Street and Lugley street, and that JSW was J.S.Whites, the Cowes shipbuilders 

who ceased trading in 1981.   

Matt Mair had a few memories of the clubs and players:  “J.S.W. was J. S. Whites , which was a 

shipyard in Cowes down by the floating bridge which I believe now is an industrial estate.  Whites 

used to actually build destroyers at one time and was a shipyard which started sometime in the 

1800s.  

They had a sports and social club which is now I believe a Community Sports Centre in Park Road 

Cowes opposite the rec. 

I played football for them in the 70’s and also TT!  In fact in the league tables you will note the D 
team finished bottom in Div4, that’s who I played for! That being my second ever season in TT! 
 
Howard Flint was a firm in Ryde , I can’t remember for the life of me what they did, but it may 
possibly have been a clothing factory, I’m not too sure. 
 
Martin Mitchell became one of the top players in Div 1 a couple of seasons after that piece shown. 
I remember playing Tim Axford many times, always 'going to the wire' with him at all times and the 
same with Martin Wray! They played in a portakabin in Mount Pleasant Road at the time.” 
 

Thanks to everyone who responded with memories of that time long ago! 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Archives 

We reach 1986, when Table Tennis News increased its price from 60 pence to 80 pence, except the 

January issue which was even more expensive at £1.  In addition it had cut the number of pages and 

articles and this did not go down well with the readers.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Isle of Wight was short of mentions as we no longer had any local write ups, and our county 

team was struggling.  However, the Island’s Carl Prean continued to make his mark, climbing the 

rankings in England and Europe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The January edition also had the excitement of a table tennis themed Word Search.  If we were 
back in lockdown maybe some of us would be tempted to do it to pass the time... 
 
 
English Open Winners 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the March/April issue it was reported that Carl Prean had qualified to play for the first time in 

the Europe Top 12 in Sweden.  Carl finished 11th in the competition. 

In the June/July issue there was good news as Carl had won his first Open title in Belgium: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



The final County League tables of the season were printed and it was a humiliating sight for our 
local players in Division 3B: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the August/September issue it was reported that Carl had won an Olympic Award: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the October issue it was reported that the newsletter was to be revamped in an attempt to 
improve circulation, with none other than the Island’s John Prean being welcomed back into the 
fold on the working party: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The November issue had some ‘interesting’ new features added, including a ‘How To’ photo step-
by-step, a crossword (not re-printed here, the Wordsearch was enough!) and a letter from an 
annoyed Carl Prean: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The final issue of 1986 came with the news that the Island’s John  
Prean had been voted Chairman of the ETTA in a sweeping victory: 
 
 
And a nice little snippet of Isle of Wight based news:     
 
 
 
 
 
 



And Finally 
 
As part of their Centenary celebrations, Table Tennis England are producing a series of articles on 
their website called Centenary Stories, celebrating figures from the history of English table tennis.  
Read their first story about England pioneer Gilbert Belsten by clicking on the old photo below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for reading.  The next newsletter will be in March 2022.  All contributions are very much 
appreciated so do please send any suggestions, articles or photos to: deboldyard@hotmail.co.uk  
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