January 2024

Chairman’s Message

Happy New Year to all our members!

The Winter League is progressing well, with the top spot in Division 1 being hotly contested by three
Ryde teams — the A and C sides, plus the Reprobates are all in contention. At the time of going to
press, the C side are looking strongest, just five points behind but two games in hand. Divisions 2 & 3
appear more straight-forward, as Vics C have opened up a sizeable lead over second-placed Ryde
Rascals, and Vics D are comfortably ahead of Shorwell Spinners. The chances of two trophies going
home to Newport is looking likely! We only have one player left unbeaten so far, Newport’s
Lawrence Fo in Div 2, which is an indication of how competitive our divisions are.

We concluded the day-time Doubles League recently, and feedback was positive. It’s great to see
new initiatives becoming reality, and being enjoyed by the membership. My thanks to Neil Hedges
for organising and to Tom Waddell for adding to his (already extensive) duties by sorting the website
and results. If any other clever ideas for new competitions or events are forthcoming, please contact
me or any member of your committee. We have a great Table Tennis Centre, and in my opinion, it
should be used as much as possible.

There are a few dates for your diaries coming up, most of which are detailed later in the main body
of the Newsletter; however, | would urge you to keep your eyes open for a few events on the
horizon. We will once again be hosting Island and mainland competitors for the Mountbatten
Charity Competition (probably June, exact date tbc), so that’s some decent table tennis to look
forward to. We also have Finals Night, the Summer League and the Presentation Evening coming up,
so stay tuned for details!

Best wishes,

Alex Rorke (Chairman, IWCTTA)



News
Roger West

We were very saddened to hear of the death of
Roger West, who passed away peacefully on
15 December at the age of 77.

Roger played table tennis for over 40 years for Newport
Vics and was a valued and much loved member of the
Club, with his last season in the league being 2019/2020.

In recent years Roger enjoyed playing sociable table
tennis at Wootton and Smallbrook, and his latest
success was winning the IWTTA Non-League Tournament
in 2022. He was a very cunning table tennis player, who
confused all his opponents with his unexpected short
angled serves which invariably caught most people out!

Roger’s funeral was held at the crematorium on 18 January,
and a large number of old and new friends and team mates
from Isle of Wight table tennis attended to pay their
respects.

In the eulogy at the Funeral Service people heard about his
45 years on the Island, his involvement in table tennis and
badminton and his love for and keen interest in railways.
Roger was a kind, conscientious and considerate person,
and he was a wonderful team mate and friend to many
throughout Island table tennis and will be sadly missed

by us all.

Stay Safe

Please take care when
leaving Smallbrook at night

Unfortunately, there is no lighting as we
proceed to the car park, but there are often

pot holes with rainwater & ice
on the slope after we have
N turned left to the cars.

Last Winter a few people slipped.
Fortunately, no seriouns injuries. We recommend

that (if possible) you bring a torch with you.




Gordon Burns Handicapped Singles 2023

This competition was held on a bitterly cold night at Smallbrook, and attracted a large number of
entries, which meant the group matches were played to best of three ends instead of the usual five
ends, to ensure the group stages did not go on to long.

There were some really close games and as the clock turned 10pm the two semi-finals were played.
Ryan Cates managed to overcome Shane Cates and Jye Lock manged to defeat Spike Hughes, both

matches going to five ends.

Thanks go to Rob Smith for organising the event and Paul Cates with his invaluable help.
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The finalists Ryan Cates and Jye Lock

Ryan Cates success in Plymouth tournament

Ryan Cates was successful at an open tournament in
Plymouth recently, winning the Junior 2 Star Mixed
Open title, beating Alyssa Nguyen by 3 games to 1,
to take the trophy.

Ryan, organiser Rachel Trevorrow and Alyssa




Christmas Fun Tournament

A Christmas fun tournament was held on Friday 15 December at Smallbrook. Thirty players entered,
with Manfred Gelhard the winner on 85 points, just one point ahead of Charlie Stapeley.

This was an excellent and very enjoyable event, with some players dressing in Christmas style
clothes to add to the fun. Our thanks go to Rob Smith for organising the event and also to Pat
Thorley for the excellent refreshments.

Charlie Stapeley and Manfred Gelhard, runner up and winner of the
Christmas tournament

Christmas Junior Tournament

There was a tournament held for the juniors who attend coaching sessions at the IW Table Tennis
Centre, with ten entrants. The finalists were Ryan Cates and Lewis Johnstone, with Ryan coming out
the winner after five sets.

We would like to thank Elaine Mills for organising the event and to all those who helped make it a
success.

Theo Lewis and Olly Lewis Back row: Zak Holbrook, Ryan Cates, Lewis Johnstone
Middle row: Joseph Renout, Noah Ford, Jye Lock
Front row: Toby Hookey, Toby Ford



Inter Club Tournament

In the annual Inter Club table tennis tournament on Monday 4 December, there were some exciting
encounters both in the singles and the doubles events.

After three and a half hours, Ryde Club emerged as the winners with 38 points. St Lawrence were
two points behind with 36 points. Last year's winners, Wootton Club came third with 24 points.

In the photo Tim Giles (IWTTA Vice Chairman) presents the trophy to Elaine Mills (Ryde captain).

Brian Warne Drawn Doubles Tournament

This tournament, usually held during the Christmas period, saw two 17 year old twin brothers, Ethan
and Joseph Millward, reach the final, but not playing together; instead they had different partners.

The event is arranged so that the highest ranking player partners the lowest ranking; second highest
with second lowest and so on. Twenty six players entered the event, organised by Rob Smith.

At the end of the evening, it was Ethan partnered by Manfred Gelhard who beat Trevor Jones &
Maggie Preston in one semi final; whilst Ethan’s brother, Joseph, partnered by Peter Clarke beat Rob

Smith & Mo Marabet in the other semi.

In the final it was Manfred & Ethan who were the winners.

Manfred, Ethan, Joe and Peter




Alex Rorke recalls Brian Warne, in whose memory this tournament is held:

When | started playing in 1989 Brian was a stalwart of the Ryde club. He played that season in Div 4
with my brother Phil and Cedric Jones. As an older gent with a military bearing, us juniors were
somewhat terrified of him, but he was a decent bloke, and always happy to knock with the kids. His
daughter, Pauline, also played in this period, and was a well-renowned player. When Brian died, she
decided to establish this tournament in his name and the format has remained the same.

Daytime Doubles League

The popular Daytime Doubles League came to a close in the second week of January, with the
winners decided on the final day of play. All Spar One, comprising Peter Burger, Alan Dennis and
Robert Wendes, took the title after beating the Stooges 6-3. The Teebees, comprising Bev and Tim
Giles and Bryce Wilson, came second.

Bryce, Bev and Tim of TeeBees

Robert, Peter and Alan of All Spar One

British Senior League

For the first time in their history, the IWTTA has entered teams into the British Senior League. The Isle of Wight
1 team play in National C (5) and comprise Scott Lawson and Alex Rorke, who are also joined by three players
from a small mainland club, with the Island’s Glenn Morley also taking part when needed. The Isle of Wight 2
team play in National C (7) and are all Island players — Paul Rainford, Hugh Idle, Ryan Cates, Tim Giles and
Lewis Johnstone.

21 year old Hugh idle and 17 year olds Ryan Cates and Lewis Johnstone have all come through the Island
coaching system.

Hugh and Paul in action

Lewis, Paul, Hugh and Ryan - Isle
of Wight 2

f—

Hugh gets advice from Paul




With ten matches completed, Isle of Wight 1 lie sixth in their Division, having won four matches, including
against Newton Abbott in the final weekend of matches before the League break. Scott Lawson has an 87.5 %
win average whilst Alex Rorke has a 62.5% win average.

Isle of Wight 2 are fifth in their Division, also having won four matches, with a particularly good win over
Norwich City on the last weekend, moving them up a place. Paul Rainford has a 67% win average, with Hugh
Idle on 60%, and junior Ryan Cates on a credible 45%.

The next matches will take place on the weekend of 6 and 7 April 2024.

The teams need funding as there are travel expenses and overnight accommodation to pay for as all matches
are on the mainland and most require an overnight stay. There will be a quiz night on 3 March to raise funds
and all details are in the poster below. Please do come along and support this event and our British Senior
League teams. Bookings should be made in advance to Peter Clarke whose details are on the poster below.
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£5 to enter. Must be booked in advance.
Payment on the night. Contact Peter Clarke
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Daytime League
Eight teams have entered the Daytime League this season, which is in a similar format to the
Summer League, and started on 16 January.

At this early stage the Kestrels, comprising Frank Kelly and Peter Burger, lead the table, with the
Harriers, Tim and Bev Giles, in second place.

Island Echo Centenary Cup
This new annual handicapped singles competition which was introduced last year was held on Friday
26" January and attracted 36 entrants. Sponsored by the Island Echo, there is prize money of £100

for the winner and £50 for the runner up.

Warren from the Island Echo came along and took photos of the competing players and a full report
will be online early next week.

Owing to time constraints the semi finals and finals will be played on Finals Night on 1 May 2024.

Congratulations to Alex Rorke, Ryan Cates, Shane Cates and Ethan Millward who are the semi-
finalists, and our thanks go to Island Echo for their continued support of Island table tennis.

Alex, Ryan, Shane and Ethan

Around the Clubs

Wootton News

'Wootton Table Tennis Club
Annua] Ch.n.st:mas Lunch

This was held Wootton Club members will miss Dee Puttick

i o who is leaving the Wootton committee at their
st AGM on 16th Feb. She has served Wootton's
g asg committee both as secretary and as treasurer

arrended.

and has been the driving force in the growth and
development of the Club.

Wootton members are most appreciative of her work and
commitment.

A presentation
‘was made at the
Christmas Lunch
to Diee Purtick,
Secrerary of the
elub, in

| appreciation of
B her hard work and
COMMitment.




Dates for your Diary
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Handicapped Doubles - Friday 2 February @ 7pm
This is open to players who have a rating with the IOW Table Tennis association.

Doubles teams are entered in the draw. The first round is played in groups, the size of each group
depending upon the number of entries.

The lower rated pair have the choice of which pair serves first.
Matches are best of 5 ends up to 11 with normal deuces.

Closing date - 31 January 2024

Veteran's over 70's singles - Friday 16 February @ 7pm

This is open to any league players who are 70 or over on the day of the event.

The exact format of the event will be dictated by the number of entries. However, it is hoped to have
groups followed by a knockout. All matches will be the best of 5 ends up to 11 with normal deuces.

This competition is not handicapped.

Closing date - 14 February 2024



Entering these competitions:

To enter any of these 3 events you can either email Rob Smith your entry or put your name down on
the list at the Centre. Please do not do both.

Don't forget to get yourself a partner for the doubles event. If you haven't got one and still wish to
play then let Rob know and he will try to find one for you.

Winter League

Rules to be aware of when playing in the League: Tom Waddell (League Secretary) has provided
some information in relation to rules whilst playing in the League, to ensure a fun and fair season for
all.

Clothing

10.5 Playing clothing, other than shoes and socks, shall be mainly of a uniform colour other than white. Part or
all of the shirt collar and/or sleeves and marking along the side seams of a garment may be of a contrasting
colour other than white. However in the event that the home team has given prior notice of their intention to
provide yellow or orange balls for use in a particular match the preceding part of this rule shall apply as if the
word ‘yellow’ or ‘orange’ has been substituted for ‘white’.

10.6 Any markings and trimmings on a playing garment and any objects such as jewellery worn must not be
such as to distract an opponent.

Rules of the Isle of Wight Table Tennis Association
Service

2.6.1 Service shall start with the ball resting freely on the open palm of the server's stationary free
hand.

2.6.2 The server shall then project the ball near vertically upwards, without imparting spin, so that it
rises at least 16cm after leaving the palm of the free hand and then falls without touching anything
before being struck.

2.6.3 As the ball is falling the server shall strike it so that it touches first his or her court and then
touches directly the receiver's court; in doubles, the ball shall touch successively the right half court of
server and receiver.

2.6.4 From the start of service until it is struck, the ball shall be above the level of the playing surface
and behind the server's end line, and it shall not be hidden from the receiver by the server or his or
her doubles partner or by anything they wear or carry.

2.6.5 As soon as the ball has been projected, the server’s free arm and hand shall be removed from
the space between the ball and the net; the space between the ball and the net is defined by the ball,

the net and its indefinite upward extension.

Laws of Table Tennis (Table Tennis England)



Table Tennis England Membership
2 ...Every person playing in the League must be affiliated as a Player Member of TTE. ...
Rules of the Isle of Wight Table Tennis Association

Please ensure you have a valid TTE membership (Compete level or above) before playing a league
match. Now we are in the second half of the season fielding a player without a TTE membership will
result in their games being forfeit.

Please contact Tom Waddell if you have any queries regarding the above and he will be happy to
help.

Division One

Things are proving interesting in Division One this season, with last year’s champions, Ryde A, having
strong competition for the title from both Ryde Reprobates and Ryde C. At present, Ryde C lead the
table, with a game in hand, whilst the A team are in second place and the Reprobates in third.

Ryde A’s Scott leads the averages table, having lost only once to Steve of Ryde Ravens, whilst Ryde
Reprobates’ Hugh has 93%, whilst Ryde C’s Paul is on 90%

Mark, Pat, Scott and Rob of Ryde A

Lewis, Martin, Hugh and Tom of Ryde Reprobates

Graham, Ryan and Paul of Ryde C




Division Two

Division Two leaders Vics C look unbeatable at the top of the table, with a game in hand over second
placed Havenstreet Hooters, whilst Ryde Rascals are third.

Vic’s Lawrence is unbeaten to date and heads the averages table, whilst the Rocket’s Trevor has 93
per cent win average and the Reveller’s Gourav has 89 per cent.

Paul H, Paul L, Lawrence and Charlie of Vics C

Paul, Dave, Karen, Carl and Mike of Havenstreet Hooters

Division Three

Vics D are emulating their club’s C team in the division above, as they look unstoppable at the top of
Division Three. The two Shorwell teams lie in second and third place, with the Saints heading the
Spinners at present.

Shorwell Saint’s Kevin heads the averages on 85 per cent, with the Spinner’s Robert on 81 per cent in
second, and Vic’s Chris on 81 per cent.

Vics D’s Sam, Debbie and Chris
(helped by Richard, their super sub,
who has 92% win average from his
matches)




Robert and Peter of Shorwell Spinners,
their other players being lan and Sam

As we have no photos of third placed team, Shorwell Saints,
here’s a pic of Paul, Joseph, Joe and Shane of Ryde Retailers
who lie in fourth place.

(All details correct as of 28 January 2024)
Archive

In our look back through old editions of Table Tennis News we have reached 1993, and the
magazine now cost £1.40 for 36 pages.

In the February issue John Prean had provided his usual comprehensive report on Isle of Wight
table tennis, whilst Carl Prean won the Butlins Holidays challenge (we’ve all been there haven’t
we?)!

ISLE OF WIGHT
John Prean

BOTH OUR JUNIORS wnd Cadets retumed from the Hampshire Inser-
Town weekends with excellent resull, The Tunioss (Alex Rorke, Greg
Burms, Stuart Dover) chalked up o couple of 10-0 viewries, Loma Duch
comiributing her ususl twe in the girls matches and the mixed doubles,

Loma was again in sction in the cadet matches in which the girls
may play against boys, Here she won 5 out of 6 s did Danny Bums,
anosher very bright prospect, Sonia Pointer won 3 out of 6, So our team
ws riding high with two girls in the sid=! Lorma remains unranked in the
entraordinary stiie of alfairs., She has beaten ranked girls, but apparently
imeven not on the “compater’ bui the has won 8§ outof 6 in Hampshire's
Junioe County maiches mned the Comaty Championships are on the
*computer” and pay Dnrge sums for that peivilege. In Loma®s case they are
paying forsomething they di ned get. 1shall notdwellonother gricvances
which players hve sired tome with increasing regularity and which they
[nd discosraging o n point where they go o fewer end fswer jumior
wurmament. Here we have a lighly peomising young pleyer who cannot
get on the computer pt alll [ have notod the exptanations in Mr Twiss®
latest wrviche (TTN Dec/lan) but the reality (s sobesing and sael, 1§ was
certainly different in the previous scheme when esch win in the County
Championships was worth SOMETHING. T wish the theareticians in the
ivory lowers would aecasionally pause w0 think about e herm they are
ding whilst they comtemplaie the mathematics and ‘logic® of heir

Ome young player who hus moraged 1o get *on ihe computer* & Butlins Holidays winner Carl Prean
Cirgg Burne - st Mo, 221 in the Junior Bays! He i o lo better than that

this seuson ns well a1 offering coaching and snconragement o the young.
A special word of thanks to the guiding spirit of the chib; Bill and Jaan
Rossi and Gordon Burne who have moved mountaing and the best i
probably s1ill ahesd,

they were, but I feel thar they zoon will be as i.nrhtnl’nndfmrm:
pliyers are coming through the divisions. The Vies Clubrums 11 teams



In the March issue, lots more news on Island table tennis, including mention of two of our current
top players, Mike Turner and Alex Rorke.

ISLE OF WIGHT
John Prean

ISLAND PLAYERS ARE again crossing the Solent in great numbers.
Our A team, playing in the Southemn Regional League have won 3 and lost
4 and so may survive in the Premier Section to which last year's form may
not have entitled them! If so, it will be an excellent effort. Congramlations
o the reconstituted team of Roger Hookey, Chris Angus and Regina
Stevens, Regina, a girl among men, is a very good player who would be
a lot higher than her national ranking of No. 16 or so which I noted not
long ago, if she played regularly. As a full time teacher, she cannot find
that time, not least because she alsocoaches 10 to 11 hours per week. Her
ranking was based, I believe, on some successful British Women's
League weekends. Now she seems to have been dropped from the list,
perhaps because of limited activity, which elsewhere has been known to
lead to higher rankings.

One of our players who has at last made the national cadet
ranking list is Lorna Dutch. She appeared in the December list at No. 18
and not having played since, at any rate in ranking events, naturally

advanced to No. 17. She was luckier in that respect than Regina.
Congratulations 1o Lomna. It must have seemed as hard 1o get on the list
as it was o win all those maiches.

Our juniors and cadets were unbeaten in the Hampshire Inter-
town weekends, whilst our Veterans have won 3 and lost 2 in the
Veteran's section (Division 1). Alan Hulbert, Joe Daly (who certainly has
a busy programme) and Pete Urry (with a hard bat) seem to be getting
better as they get older. If they can market the formula, they may make
a fortune. Our B team in the Southern Regional League are being fielded
for the experience, so far mainly that of losing, but we hope that some
strong oaks will emerge in time from the acorns that are being sown.

I refereed our annual Top 10 tournament where I thought
standards were beiter than for some years. It was a very good evening and
every seal was occupied. Roger Hookey proved a worthy winner, beating
Angus 20 and 24 in an exciting final. He had his work cut out beating
Regina in the semi final which wentto three, as did the other semi in which
Angus beat Mike Tumer 19 in the third. We invited our two top juniors
Alex Rorke and Greg Burns and they were not disgraced at No. 8 and 9
and neither were Martin Mitchell (at No. 5) and Urry and Daly in the next
places. If we could have play like that every week, it would produce great
benefits. The idea is on the table.

Joan Rossi won the “service to Sport™ award at the ['W Sports
and Recreation Council “Sports Personality of the Year™ presentations.
Tt was a well deserved honour for Joan as well as the sport she has served
for 45 years. Always first with the news, this column has often featured
Joan and Bill Rossi’s quite outstanding service to the Island sport!



Quite a few of us travelled to Milton Keynes to see the long
awaited ‘head to head’ between our player Carl Prean and Chen Xinhua
staged, we were told, to decide who was the best player in England. We
remained for the England-France intemational. The Isle of Wight player
duly won in two straight games in a {ascinating contest of defence vs
attack, after which he duly remained in the No. 2 spot! The reason seemed
to be that the ranking committee has allocated a derisory points to this
contest, which was sponsored (Butlins) and televised (BBC2 Friday
Sport). The weighting (multiple) was 1.5, ic the same as accorded 1o, say,
a Junior 2 Star and the VETTS Regional tournaments.

Carl was philosophical on the topic, having seen himselfl
relegated to the No. 2 spot the previous season on the basis of 47 wins and
23 defeats compared with his rival's 33 wins and 22 defeats, “It was" he
said “no surprise”,

The match itself received tiny, almost apologetic space in this
journal - about 5% of that given to the ‘glue’ stories. Perhaps as well.
Imagine a boxing maich in which the loser rises from the canvas to be
proclaimed the No. 1. It can only happed in table tennis! A well wisher
sent me a cartoon in which a kindly official tells Chen: “All you have to

do is lose and you will retain your No. 1 spot. Go 1o it!"

In the April issue, news that the Island Cadets had finished second in the Hampshire Inter-Town league, with
Danny Burns in the team. Also the Isle of Wight had put forward a proposal for a fee reduction which had

not gone down well with the Chairman of the ETTA.

ISLE OF WIGHT|
John Prean

OUR CADETS FINISHED joint second in the Hampshire Inter-Town
which must be seen as an excellent result. Our players are all under 13
and we have two girls playing against Boys. Congratulations to Danny
Burns, Lorna Dutch and Sonia Pointer. Lomna reached the last 8 of the
Essex Junior Select, thoroughly justifying her national ranking of No. 16.
Next season may produce a real break-through. If so, it will be achieved
against greater odds than those which confronted previous ranked juniors
Derek Grant and Carl Prean. Our ranking system remains a positive
incentive NOT to play and particularly to pick and choose one's matches.
This is not a minority view any longer.

Carl Prean won the national title in Kings Lynn, sponsored by
Uncle Ben's Rice, which was always my favoured brand. 1 was generally
impressed with the event, the arena and, above all, the solid spectator
support. Great credit also to the local volunteers and excellent umpiring,
The absence of ‘glue’ seemed to produce longer rallies and more
interesting contests, It certainly enabled Martthew Syed to return even
more ‘impossible’ balls than usual. His retrieving reminded one of
Takashima and even Bergmann. He proved a tough opponent for Carl to
penetrate and score of 3-0 did not do justice to an incredible match. Many
rallies had the crowd gasping with astonishment and pleasure. However,
that was *only’ the semi final. In the final Carl met the ageless Des
Douglas, at 37 sceming as fast as ever. Our man won, but only after 5
pulsating games which again had the full house on the edge of the seats.
A change of tactics at 1-2 seemed to turn the tide.

Earlier Carl had beaten Stuart Palmer, the only British player
to have beaten Des this season, in quite a hard match. What a talented
player Palmer is! I recall him as a good junior, but he probably slipped
through thenetat the time. Ifhe had played full-time, he would have gone
a very long way. Carl’s reward for that one? Zero ranking points!

After 5 wins and the National Title Carl gained 20 ranking
points and that for the biggest domestic event of the season or, if you like,
he increased his total by less than 1%! If he had lost to Palmer (no
disgrace) he would have lost 50 points. If he had lost to Skylet Andrew
(as have many very good players) he would have lost 30 points. It puts
into perspective why players have voted with their feet and are not going
to tournaments and why tournaments are going out of business.

Itis a conversation we often have at local level and all too often
the decision is NOT to go. Our costs begin with close to £40 for crossing

the Solent strip of a few miles. This and the ranking system present
irresistible reasons to stay at home! All over the couniry there are young
players who should be attracted into the national arena and the precise
opposite is happening. It is later than we think, perhaps already too late
to bring about the urgent change that is needed.

FEE REDUCTION COULD
DECIMATE ETTA

THE end of February is a time when
proposals for changes to our Association
rules must be submitted. The Deputy
Chairman, the Treasurer and myself are
very concemed at the receipt of rule

amendments from the Isle of Wight County,

Nottinghamshire County and Bristol and
D.TTA which, if passed, could decimate
the activities of the ETTA.

These rules changes are proposed for
consideration at our AGM in June. If one or
other of these proposals were passed, it
would reduce the affiliation fee income
from our members between 20 and 50%

We are regarded by the
Sports Council as a good, progressive
association, but if our membership ap-
proved the Isle of Wight, Nottinghamshire
or Bristol proposals, they could immediatel
withdraw their support. 1 ask those
responsible for these rule amendments to
think again and urge our member leagues
and counties who carry the votes at Lthe
AGM to reject these proposals.



In the May/June issue it was reported that the Isle of Wight Juniors had won their section of the
Hampshire Inter-Town League, plus lots more local news:

ISLEOF WIGHT
John Prean

OUR JUNIORS WON their section of the Hampshire Inter-Town League,
a notable achievement and the first time ever. We had not managed this
in the days when Carl Prean was a junior!

Great credit to our team of Loma Dutch, Alex Rorke and Stuart
Dover, but particularly Greg Bums, who went through both weekends
unbeaten, the only player (among the boys) who managed this. On the
way he had nolable wins vs David Dobson (Southampton) and Gareth
Scadden (Gosport and Fareham), ranked No. 3 and 4 in the county. Lomna
confirmed her county No. 1 junior spot by winning her 4 matches, Alex
won 6 out of 8 over the campaign and Stuart 5 out of 8. Our doubles play
could have been better, especially in the mixed with Lorna in the side. This
is something that will need a lot of work, if the title is to be retained next
SEAS0N.

We had our share of luck since Gosport lacked their two top
players on the second weekend. A draw, duly achieved, against

was therefore enough to clinch the title. That match was
as close as 5-5's unusually are with Gregs win v David Dobson the
highlight. The latter is a good defender who is capable of changing his
game to attack if the need arises.

1did make the trip this time and so witnessed a heartening display
and returned to duties as a comerman, a role [ had filled so often before.
It recalled many happy memories and some when the result was not quite
as good as this onel

Sandown ¢linched our First Division title with great ease and, to
be frank, collectively the best players (Roger Hookey, Mike Turner and

Ian Urry). Itisawell balanced lineup and Rookey and Tumner are virtually
unbeatable in the doubles when a win is needed. It looks as if two teams
of Mewport Vics will gain promotion, If so, youngsters like Stuart Dover
and Danny Bumns (13) will figure in the top section. Whether Lorna Dutch
(unbeatable in Division 4) should make the big step into the Premier
section is the subject of conflicting advice and much debate just now.

The Knowles Cup (our annual handicap team event) was also
won by Sandown, defeating the 4th division team which includes Loma
and her father Les 6-3. Only hectic activity in the “transfer market” by
another club can challenge Sandown’s superiority next time round. No
gigns of this have been reported.

The Island title was won by Chris Angus v Roger Hookey in the
usual close match, which reversed the result of our “Top 10°. The veteran
Angus continues to enjoy an Indian Summer.

I report with great sadness the death of Vivienne Cherriman,

many times Island ladies champion, but also once English Ladies
Veterans Champion. **Cherry"* seemed indestructible and led life to the
full. In recent years she won numerous swimming world titles in the 80-
B4 age group. She played excellent hockey when in her sixties and once
swan the Solent when in her late fifties. At a time others thought of
retirement she began and her barrister's exams! [ recall the day
she finally lost the Island ladies title. The finals were played on two tables
and four other matches were completed on the other table whilst she and
Kathy Pierce battled it out. Cherry did not give up her title without a fight!
At the age of 71 she made a “come back® in our 4th division and one of
her opponents was 8 year old Carl Prean. 'We wondered whether the age
difference might be a national record. [ recall the occasion when Cherry,
then in her Gfties, was called on for First Division duties, Her opponents,
three young men regarded as fture stars, were delighted io see her. As
they calculated their likely totals, T heard them say **... we shall all beat
the old girl... that will give us three ..."" At the end of the evening ““the
old girl”” had beaten all three of them and three promising careers had
received an unexpected setback and three bruised egos may never have
been the same again. A tremendous character has passed from the scene.

In the September issue there was a report on the Island Games which had been held on the Isle of
Wight that summer, and we had a gold medal winner:

ISLAND GAMES

by Dave Williams

A triumph for table tennis



THE day after the official opening by H R.H
Princess Anne, the table tennis team event
began at 0930 on the Sunday moming, Hen
Royal Highness was introduced to the table
tennis co-ordinator for the games, retiring
LW.T.T A, chairman Alan Hulbert,

Sponsored by Ransome Sports and the
Island Association, and in an excallent venue,
Wamer's Harcourt Sands at Ryde, the visiting
tslands' teams were very well looked after as
were the team of umpires.

As well as assisting with the whole unning
of the events, Brian Lamerton had gathered the
team of excellent arbitrators, who not only
were top notch, but with just the right amount
of humaour,

There were three lady umpires, Doris
Moors, Brenda Bubb of the Iste of Man, and
Mirs. Connie Moran, who shared duties with
her husband Bill. Also controlling games with
skill were Messrs. Randall, Groom, Howes,
Strode and Eelly.

Leading the team of Island backroom staff,
Alan Hulbert delegated the jobs to be camed
out, and the superb organisation was a credit
to Heather Wykes, Sacretary, har husband
John, Pete Urry who managed the lsland
players, and Sue Mitchell who was the
orgenisers qirl 'Friday', and not least, Warner's
hard-warking staff.

uprooted in our doubles play of second
gingles

There was some Conoversy as to
whether Carl Prean should be selected
in which I did not join. It proved an
academic problem in the end, as he
had his hand in plaster after an
operation on his wrist, We wish him a
speedy and complete recovery. He
would undoubtedly have played if
invited and fit. I cannot comment on
the matter, but to leave out ones
banker and a player born on the Island
does not seem o me good sense unless
one sees losing a way of life and
popularity,

Anyway, we had a few enlertaining
days. The standard of play was
remarkably high and it was a geogra-
phy lesson as well as one learned of
new places. The standard of umpiring
was even higher, as some of our top
people were invited. We are very
grateful for their contribution.

MNext time, in Gibraltar {1998) [ hope
to see rathel more imaginative
scheduling and a greater effort w
attract spectators, [ understand that
this time TV coverage by Meridian and
Channel TV was quite good, but
naturally the cameras [ollowed the
medals of home players and we did not

Wm oS R -

TEAM EVENT
POSITIONS
P WL F A
GOTLAND 8 8 0 321
JERSEY 7 1 W12
1.OM. 8 § 3 2220
FAROES & F 3 1
COREENLAND 8 4 4 23 21
LOW. 8 3 5 212
SAAREMAA B 3 5 16 25
PEL g 1 7 13nE
SHETLAND B 0 8 6 32|

ISLE OF WIGHT

John Prean

The highlights of the summer were
produced by the Inter Island Games, a
mini-Clympics for small islands from all
over the world. Twenty nine such
islands entered, but only nine in the
table tennis event. These were the
hosts, the [sle of Wight, Jersey, [sle of
Man, Prince Edward Island (Canada),
Saaremaa (Estonla), Greenland,
Shetlands, Faroes and Gotland
[Sweden) who carried all before them,
as they had on the previous four
occasions the Games had been staged.
But this time not quite, as cur Regina
Stevens won the ladies' singles and she
and Amanda won the bronze in the
ladies' doubles. The Swedes linished
first, second and third in the mens,
second and third in the womens and
won the three doubles events as well
as the team event. The latter was
played by mixed teams in the old
European League format which [ did
not find entirely enthralling, still less
that we linished sixth out of nine,
though Roger Hookey played well,
losing only three games. Regina was
also unheaten in this, but no trees were

win enough of these, to some extend a
sell-inflicted state of affairs,

Lorna Dutch could not play as she
appeared for England schoolgirls after a
500 mile trip to Perth. She did not lose
any team matches, but lost in the U14
Individual to the eventual winner,
snatching defeat from the jaws of
victory which seemed certain when
leading by several points 1n the third.
She did win a 2 Star Cadet event at
Grove, which advanced her another
place in the rankings after gaining the
princely total of six ranking points. 1
undetstand the system is about to
undergo drastic change and that three
points will be awarded just for tumning
up regardless of whether any of the first
matches are won. A very strange state
of affairs. Cne had read earlier that the
previous system was a way of "buying®
points!

Whatever the wisdom of this, it will
hardly favour our players who begin
their journeys with a £40 ferry crossing
of others in far-flung fringe areas which
need help most. One can only express
further disappointment and concern

Congratulations to Greg Bumns and
Loma (again) who headed the
Hampshire Inter-Town Junior
Averages, both unbeaten



In the October issue John Prean mentioned projects for a table tennis centre were in discussion:

ISLE OF WIGHT
John Prean

Our membership figures are up again,
though by only one team this time. We
have been able to defy natlonal trends
for some years now. This time the new
rnule concerning nibber colours has not
helped and a number of ‘Old Bama
Bats' players are reported to have called
it a day, but they were not the only
ones. | did not enjoy having to explain
all this to our members, particularly as |
had voted against such pointlesa
change in our Naticnal Couneil.

I have found the local scene
generally more fun than the national
one. During the summer | was elected
Chairman of the County. There is
much to be done. | see the elimination
of our deficit as a priority. We cannot
go on losing a few hundred pounds a

year indefinitely, laudable though much €'

of the expenditure has been. We
desperately need more and better
premiges in which to play, if the sport

FRESH from an amazing come-

back victory over Stefan Fetzner in

Germany, Carl Prean, lifted
himself into his professional top
gear to play a vital part in a 3-2
England victory in front of the
BBC Grandstand cameras at the
Rothwell Sports Centre, Leeds on
October 1.

With the match poised at 2-2,
serious table tennis of the highest
order likely to be seen in Europe
entered the arena with the
showdown between Carl Prean
and Philippe Saive. Unwavering
professionalism in approach and
technical superiority just managed
to win the day for the man from
the Isle of Wight.

He seemed to be just below
his best with his attacking strikes,
gallantly fighting hard to stop the
young Belgian 19,23 a superb
climax to the match that sent the
fans home happy.

Is to survive, let alone grow. Two
promising projects are in the pipeline.
One iz a major one, in partnership with
a football cub, which will need a lot of
work and money to bring it to fruition,
If we succeed, it will transform [sland
table tennis.

Our Juniors travelled to Southamp-
ton for the Hampshire trials and
surprised us and probably themselves
with their excelent results. Loma
Dutch (the County No. 1 Junior Girl)
and Sonia Pointer retained their county
team places in the 1st and 2nd teams
respectively. Greg Bums won the No. 1
place in the trials. Not without anxdety
when he lost an early match, but
otherwise played extremely well. Nic
Hutchings proved the surprise package,
capturing the No. 3 spot and coming
literally from 'nowhere’. He played very
well and showed a good match
temperament. Danny Burng {(13) was
very unlucky to finish 7th and so just
missed a place in the Znd team and the

; Experience and pleasure this would

have brought. His thme will obvious]y
come. Our summer coaching sessions
thus paid off very well. It was fun to be
involved in this way again. Even as.
his father [ must pay tribute to Carl
Prean who was tremendous in these
sessions whilst recovering from his

wrist operation which ruined his World
Championships and summer training.
However, England's logs was our gain,
as his coaching was invaluable here.
Carl has now returned to his
Bundesliga Club and his recovery
looked near-complete.

Roger Hookey played very well in
the Hampshire senior trials and locks
set for a place in the second team. The
last Islander to enjoy this honour was
the legendary Jim Daly, though Carl
Prean did play in the 1st team at the
age of 121

[ hope that we shall soon have our
own centre where regular practice

. sasgions will take place, covering both
| excellence and the rest, including

beginners. [f so, our advance may
continue in future years. Watch this
spacel




In the last issue of the year, it seemed that John Prean’s efforts to secure a larger space for table
tennis had not yet come to fruition, and Sandown and Shanklin clubs had now merged:

ISLE OF WIGHT

John Prean

AN often expressed view about the
deterioration in playing standards,
particularly in our First Divisicn, is likely
to be heard less frequently this season.
Younger players have invaded the
premier section with some success.
Greg Burns, Alex Rorke and Nic
Hutchings have all won their first nine
matches and Danny Burns, in his last
cadet season, has won eight out of nine
[ also note a hatrick by Lora Dutch
against Wroxall 'A', not bad for a cadet
girll There is now every encouragement
for older players to work harder on their
game if they want to maintain their
winning ways.

1 do not think that our young lions
will shake Sandwon's superniority,
anyway not yet. The title will again go
to South nght. Sandown have merged
with Shanklin and found a new home in
Newchurch, at the attractive local
sports centre. The new club should
begin to grow again. [ recall the days
when the two ran a dozen or more

And finally

teams between them. Now they are
down to three, but the recovery has
begun. For Sandown Roger Hookey is
almost unbeatable.

He, and all the youngsters |
mentioned earlier, wete part of our
summer coaching sessions and most of
the 'pupils' made remarkable progress. It
will be harder to maintain in view of the
gpace famine from which we suffer. |
can think of no hall with four tables

where our practice sessions could have
continued and so something that was
an enormous success has ended till next
summer. We saw the real problems of
English table tennis, as it exists in so
many fringe areas.

I saw it was my first priority to find
gpace in which table tennis, as we
know it, can be played. [ have three
thick files to show for my efforts, but so
far little else. Even | was amazed at the
bureaucracy that exists, the devotion to
red tape in organisations in theory
devoted to sport and leisure. | found a
splendid room in a sports centre which
had gone bankrupt, which has not been
used for many years. One local authority
is eager and willing to let the room to
us. Another is putting every obstacle
our way in the shape of quite ludicrous
paper work as part of the price for a
reduction in the rates. As these were
fixed at £2,000 p.a., a substantial
diseount is needed. We first started
talking in August. Such are the realities
of sport in many parts of the country.

Our team in the Southern Regional
League has won its first two matches -
on target to retum to the Premier
Section. The team in the Ladies' League
must give cause for concern, since the
top ladies do not appear interested or
available. 1 hope the obvious conclusion
at the end of the season may yet be
avoided. In the Hampshire Inter-Town
Mixed League our team defeated
Bournemouth 10-2. I have seen stronger
Bournemouth team indeed played
against them many times, but it was
good to see Taffy Davies back on the
Island, where once he was in our top
half dozen and, of course, Cyril Bush, a
remarkable player in both unorthodaoxy
and skill and always an omament to the
game. A good debut for Alex Rorke and
Loma Dutch, who played well, but
Roger Hookey and Mike Turner were
our stars despite losing the doubles,
which [ thought were our 'banker'.

Have you ever heard of ‘Art of Ping Pong’? Probably not, but this is a British company who make art
work to hang on walls which then transforms into mini table tennis tables. They also do the same

with table tennis nets and bats. Apparently, their business is booming!



Here is an example of one of their latest designs, and if you fancy bringing your home a little more
up to date whilst incorporating your favourite sport, the cost of the table/wall art is £1200 and the
net/wall art and table tennis bat and ball set is £200.

If you want to have a look at some even more bizarre designs, visit https://theartofpingpong.co.uk/

Thank you for reading. The next newsletter will be in April 2024. My special thanks go to Peter
Clarke who provides a wealth of information, photos and posters for the newsletter. All
contributions are very much appreciated so do please send any suggestions, articles or photos to:
debbiey1960@outlook.com




