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Chairman’s Message 

Happy New Year to all our members! 

The Winter League is progressing well, with the top spot in Division 1 being hotly contested by three 
Ryde teams – the A and C sides, plus the Reprobates are all in contention. At the time of going to 
press, the C side are looking strongest, just five points behind but two games in hand. Divisions 2 & 3 
appear more straight-forward, as Vics C have opened up a sizeable lead over second-placed Ryde 
Rascals, and Vics D are comfortably ahead of Shorwell Spinners. The chances of two trophies going 
home to Newport is looking likely! We only have one player left unbeaten so far, Newport’s 
Lawrence Fo in Div 2, which is an indication of how competitive our divisions are.  

We concluded the day-time Doubles League recently, and feedback was positive. It’s great to see 
new initiatives becoming reality, and being enjoyed by the membership. My thanks to Neil Hedges 
for organising and to Tom Waddell for adding to his (already extensive) duties by sorting the website 
and results. If any other clever ideas for new competitions or events are forthcoming, please contact 
me or any member of your committee. We have a great Table Tennis Centre, and in my opinion, it 
should be used as much as possible. 

There are a few dates for your diaries coming up, most of which are detailed later in the main body 
of the Newsletter; however, I would urge you to keep your eyes open for a few events on the 
horizon. We will once again be hosting Island and mainland competitors for the Mountbatten 
Charity Competition (probably June, exact date tbc), so that’s some decent table tennis to look 
forward to. We also have Finals Night, the Summer League and the Presentation Evening coming up, 
so stay tuned for details! 

Best wishes, 

Alex Rorke (Chairman, IWCTTA) 
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News 

Roger West  

We were very saddened to hear of the death of  
Roger West, who passed away peacefully on  
15 December at the age of 77.   
 
Roger played table tennis for over 40 years for Newport  
Vics and was a valued and much loved member of the  
Club, with his last season in the league being 2019/2020. 
 
In recent years Roger enjoyed playing sociable table 
tennis at Wootton and Smallbrook, and his latest  
success was winning the IWTTA Non-League Tournament  
in 2022.  He was a very cunning table tennis player, who  
confused all his opponents with his unexpected short  
angled serves which invariably caught most people out! 
 
Roger’s funeral was held at the crematorium on 18 January,  
and a large number of old and new friends and team mates  
from Isle of Wight table tennis attended to pay their  
respects.   
 
In the eulogy at the Funeral Service people heard about his  
45 years on the Island, his involvement in table tennis and  
badminton and his love for and keen interest in railways.  
Roger was a kind, conscientious and considerate person,  
and he was a wonderful team mate and friend to many  
throughout Island table tennis and will be sadly missed  
by us all.  
 
 
Stay Safe 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gordon Burns Handicapped Singles 2023    
 
This competition was held on a bitterly cold night at Smallbrook, and attracted a large number of 
entries, which meant the group matches were played to best of three ends instead of the usual five 
ends, to ensure the group stages did not go on to long. 

There were some really close games and as the clock turned 10pm the two semi-finals were played. 
Ryan Cates managed to overcome Shane Cates and Jye Lock manged to defeat Spike Hughes, both 
matches going to five ends. 

Thanks go to Rob Smith for organising the event and Paul Cates with his invaluable help. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The finalists Ryan Cates and Jye Lock 
 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Cates success in Plymouth tournament 

 
 
      
      Ryan Cates was successful at an open tournament in 
      Plymouth recently, winning the Junior 2 Star Mixed 
      Open title, beating Alyssa Nguyen by 3 games to 1, 
      to take the trophy.    
  
 
 
 
 
 
      Ryan, organiser Rachel Trevorrow and Alyssa 
 
 
 
 



Christmas Fun Tournament 
 
A Christmas fun tournament was held on Friday 15 December at Smallbrook. Thirty players entered, 
with Manfred Gelhard the winner on 85 points, just one point ahead of Charlie Stapeley.  
 
This was an excellent and very enjoyable event, with some players dressing in Christmas style 
clothes to add to the fun.  Our thanks go to Rob Smith for organising the event and also to Pat 
Thorley for the excellent refreshments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Charlie Stapeley and Manfred Gelhard, runner up and winner of the 
     Christmas tournament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Junior Tournament 
 
There was a tournament held for the juniors who attend coaching sessions at the IW Table Tennis 
Centre, with ten entrants.  The finalists were Ryan Cates and Lewis Johnstone, with Ryan coming out 
the winner after five sets.  
 
We would like to thank Elaine Mills for organising the event and to all those who helped make it a 
success.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Theo Lewis and Olly Lewis    Back row:  Zak Holbrook, Ryan Cates, Lewis Johnstone 
      Middle row:  Joseph Renout, Noah Ford, Jye Lock 
      Front row:  Toby Hookey, Toby Ford 
 
       



Inter Club Tournament 
 
In the annual Inter Club table tennis tournament on Mon
encounters both in the singles and the doubles events.
 
After three and a half hours, Ryde
two points behind with 36 points. Last year's winners, Wootton Club came third with 24 points.
 
In the photo Tim Giles (IWTTA Vice Chairman) presents the trophy to Elaine Mills (Ryde captain)
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Warne Drawn Doubles Tournament

This tournament, usually held during the Christmas period, saw two 17 year old twin brothers, Ethan 
and Joseph Millward, reach the final, but not playing together; instead they had different partners.

The event is arranged so that the highest ranking player partners the lowest ranking; second highest 
with second lowest and so on. Twenty six players entered the event, organised by Rob Smith.

At the end of the evening, it was Ethan partnered by Manfred Gelhard who
Maggie Preston in one semi final; whilst Ethan’s brother, Joseph, partnered by Peter Clarke beat Rob 
Smith & Mo Marabet in the other semi.

In the final it was Manfred & Ethan who were the winners.

 

 

 

 

 Manfred, Ethan, Joe and Peter 

 

Club table tennis tournament on Monday 4 December, there were some exciting 
encounters both in the singles and the doubles events. 

After three and a half hours, Ryde Club emerged as the winners with 38 points. St 
two points behind with 36 points. Last year's winners, Wootton Club came third with 24 points.

Vice Chairman) presents the trophy to Elaine Mills (Ryde captain)

Brian Warne Drawn Doubles Tournament 

This tournament, usually held during the Christmas period, saw two 17 year old twin brothers, Ethan 
and Joseph Millward, reach the final, but not playing together; instead they had different partners.

is arranged so that the highest ranking player partners the lowest ranking; second highest 
with second lowest and so on. Twenty six players entered the event, organised by Rob Smith.

At the end of the evening, it was Ethan partnered by Manfred Gelhard who beat Trevor Jones & 
Maggie Preston in one semi final; whilst Ethan’s brother, Joseph, partnered by Peter Clarke beat Rob 
Smith & Mo Marabet in the other semi. 

In the final it was Manfred & Ethan who were the winners. 

Manfred, Ethan, Joe and Peter  

December, there were some exciting 

the winners with 38 points. St Lawrence were 
two points behind with 36 points. Last year's winners, Wootton Club came third with 24 points. 

Vice Chairman) presents the trophy to Elaine Mills (Ryde captain). 

This tournament, usually held during the Christmas period, saw two 17 year old twin brothers, Ethan 
and Joseph Millward, reach the final, but not playing together; instead they had different partners. 

is arranged so that the highest ranking player partners the lowest ranking; second highest 
with second lowest and so on. Twenty six players entered the event, organised by Rob Smith. 

beat Trevor Jones & 
Maggie Preston in one semi final; whilst Ethan’s brother, Joseph, partnered by Peter Clarke beat Rob 



Alex Rorke recalls Brian Warne, in whose memory this tournament is held:  

When I started playing in 1989 Brian was a stalwart of the Ryde club. He played that season in Div 4 
with my brother Phil and Cedric Jones. As an older gent with a military bearing, us juniors were 
somewhat terrified of him, but he was a decent bloke, and always happy to knock with the kids. His 
daughter, Pauline, also played in this period, and was a well-renowned player. When Brian died, she 
decided to establish this tournament in his name and the format has remained the same. 

Daytime Doubles League     

The popular Daytime Doubles League came to a close in the second week of January, with the 
winners decided on the final day of play.  All Spar One, comprising Peter Burger, Alan Dennis and 
Robert Wendes, took the title after beating the Stooges 6-3.  The Teebees, comprising Bev and Tim 
Giles and Bryce Wilson, came second.  
 
 
             Bryce, Bev and Tim of TeeBees 

         

       
 
      
    
 
    Robert, Peter and Alan of All Spar One 

   
British Senior League 
 
For the first time in their history, the IWTTA has entered teams into the British Senior League. The Isle of Wight 
1 team play in National C (5) and comprise Scott Lawson and Alex Rorke, who are also joined by three players 
from a small mainland club, with the Island’s Glenn Morley also taking part when needed. The Isle of Wight 2 
team play in National C (7) and are all Island players – Paul Rainford, Hugh Idle, Ryan Cates, Tim Giles and 
Lewis Johnstone.  
 
21 year old Hugh idle and 17 year olds Ryan Cates and Lewis Johnstone have all come through the Island 
coaching system. 

     Hugh and Paul in action 

                             Lewis, Paul, Hugh and Ryan – Isle 
         of Wight 2 

 

            

 

 

Hugh gets advice from Paul 



With ten matches completed, Isle of Wight 1 lie sixth in their Division, having won four matches, including 
against Newton Abbott in the final weekend of matches before the League break. Scott Lawson has an 87.5 % 
win average whilst Alex Rorke has a 62.5% win average.   

Isle of Wight 2 are fifth in their Division, also having won four matches, with a particularly good win over 
Norwich City on the last weekend, moving them up a place. Paul Rainford has a 67% win average, with Hugh 
Idle on 60%, and junior Ryan Cates on a credible 45%. 

The next matches will take place on the weekend of 6 and 7 April 2024. 

The teams need funding as there are travel expenses and overnight accommodation to pay for as all matches 
are on the mainland and most require an overnight stay.  There will be a quiz night on 3 March to raise funds 
and all details are in the poster below.   Please do come along and support this event and our British Senior 
League teams.  Bookings should be made in advance to Peter Clarke whose details are on the poster below. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Daytime League 
Eight teams have entered the Daytime League this season, which is in a similar format to the 
Summer League, and started on 16 January.  
 
At this early stage the Kestrels, comprising Frank Kelly and Peter Burger, lead the table, with the 
Harriers, Tim and Bev Giles, in second place. 
 
Island Echo Centenary Cup 
 
This new annual handicapped singles competition which was introduced last year was held on Friday 
26th January and attracted 36 entrants.  Sponsored by the Island Echo, there is prize money of £100 
for the winner and £50 for the runner up.   
 
Warren from the Island Echo came along and took photos of the competing players and a full report 
will be online early next week. 
 
Owing to time constraints the semi finals and finals will be played on Finals Night on 1st May 2024. 
 
Congratulations to Alex Rorke, Ryan Cates, Shane Cates and Ethan Millward who are the semi-
finalists, and our thanks go to Island Echo for their continued support of Island table tennis. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

     Alex, Ryan, Shane and Ethan 

Around the Clubs 

Wootton News 

 

     Wootton Club members will miss Dee Puttick  
     who is leaving the Wootton committee at their  
     AGM on 16th Feb. She has served Wootton's  
     committee both as secretary and as treasurer  
     and has been the driving force in the growth and  
     development of the Club. 
 
     Wootton members are most appreciative of her work and 
     commitment.  
 



Dates for your Diary 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handicapped Doubles - Friday 2 February @ 7pm 

This is open to players who have a rating with the IOW Table Tennis association. 

Doubles teams are entered in the draw. The first round is played in groups, the size of each group 
depending upon the number of entries. 

The lower rated pair have the choice of which pair serves first. 

Matches are best of 5 ends up to 11 with normal deuces. 

Closing date - 31 January 2024 

 

Veteran's over 70's singles - Friday 16 February @ 7pm 

This is open to any league players who are 70 or over on the day of the event. 

The exact format of the event will be dictated by the number of entries. However, it is hoped to have 
groups followed by a knockout. All matches will be the best of 5 ends up to 11 with normal deuces. 
This competition is not handicapped. 

Closing date - 14 February 2024 



Entering these competitions: 

To enter any of these 3 events you can either email Rob Smith your entry or put your name down on 
the list at the Centre. Please do not do both. 

Don't forget to get yourself a partner for the doubles event. If you haven't got one and still wish to 
play then let Rob know and he will try to find one for you. 

Winter League     

Rules to be aware of when playing in the League:  Tom Waddell (League Secretary) has provided 
some information in relation to rules whilst playing in the League, to ensure a fun and fair season for 
all.  

Clothing 

10.5 Playing clothing, other than shoes and socks, shall be mainly of a uniform colour other than white. Part or 
all of the shirt collar and/or sleeves and marking along the side seams of a garment may be of a contrasting 
colour other than white. However in the event that the home team has given prior notice of their intention to 
provide yellow or orange balls for use in a particular match the preceding part of this rule shall apply as if the 
word ‘yellow’ or ‘orange’ has been substituted for ‘white’. 

10.6 Any markings and trimmings on a playing garment and any objects such as jewellery worn must not be 
such as to distract an opponent. 

Rules of the Isle of Wight Table Tennis Association 

Service 

2.6.1 Service shall start with the ball resting freely on the open palm of the server's stationary free 
hand. 

2.6.2 The server shall then project the ball near vertically upwards, without imparting spin, so that it 
rises at least 16cm after leaving the palm of the free hand and then falls without touching anything 
before being struck. 

2.6.3 As the ball is falling the server shall strike it so that it touches first his or her court and then 
touches directly the receiver's court; in doubles, the ball shall touch successively the right half court of 
server and receiver. 

2.6.4 From the start of service until it is struck, the ball shall be above the level of the playing surface 
and behind the server's end line, and it shall not be hidden from the receiver by the server or his or 
her doubles partner or by anything they wear or carry. 

2.6.5 As soon as the ball has been projected, the server’s free arm and hand shall be removed from 
the space between the ball and the net; the space between the ball and the net is defined by the ball, 
the net and its indefinite upward extension. 

Laws of Table Tennis (Table Tennis England) 

 



Table Tennis England Membership 

2 …Every person playing in the League must be affiliated as a Player Member of TTE. … 

Rules of the Isle of Wight Table Tennis Association 

Please ensure you have a valid TTE membership (Compete level or above) before playing a league 
match. Now we are in the second half of the season fielding a player without a TTE membership will 
result in their games being forfeit.  

Please contact Tom Waddell if you have any queries regarding the above and he will be happy to 
help. 

 

Division One   

Things are proving interesting in Division One this season, with last year’s champions, Ryde A, having 
strong competition for the title from both Ryde Reprobates and Ryde C.  At present, Ryde C lead the 
table, with a game in hand, whilst the A team are in second place and the Reprobates in third. 

Ryde A’s Scott leads the averages table, having lost only once to Steve of Ryde Ravens, whilst Ryde 
Reprobates’ Hugh has 93%, whilst Ryde C’s Paul is on 90%   

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

  

 Mark, Pat, Scott and Rob of Ryde A 

             Lewis, Martin, Hugh and Tom of Ryde Reprobates  

    

     

 

 

       Graham, Ryan and Paul of Ryde C 

 

 



Division Two  

Division Two leaders Vics C look unbeatable at the top of the table, with a game in hand over second 
placed Havenstreet Hooters, whilst Ryde Rascals are third. 

Vic’s Lawrence is unbeaten to date and heads the averages table, whilst the Rocket’s Trevor has 93 
per cent win average and the Reveller’s Gourav has 89 per cent. 

 

      

 

 

 

                 Brian, Peter, John and Steve of Ryde Rascals 

 

       

 

Paul H, Paul L, Lawrence and Charlie of Vics C 

 

 

  Paul, Dave, Karen, Carl and Mike of Havenstreet Hooters  

 

 

Division Three  

Vics D are emulating their club’s C team in the division above, as they look unstoppable at the top of 
Division Three. The two Shorwell teams lie in second and third place, with the Saints heading the 
Spinners at present. 

Shorwell Saint’s Kevin heads the averages on 85 per cent, with the Spinner’s Robert on 81 per cent in 
second, and Vic’s Chris on 81 per cent.   

              Vics D’s Sam, Debbie and Chris  
               (helped by Richard, their super sub,  
                                who has 92% win average from his  
               matches)  
       



 
    
    
   
 

    
 
 
As we have no photos of third placed team, 
here’s a pic of Paul, Joseph, Joe and Shane of
who lie in fourth place. 
 

(All details correct as of 28 January 2024

Archive 

In our look back through old editions of Table Tennis News we have reached 1993, and the 
magazine now cost £1.40 for 36 pages. 
 
In the February issue John Prean had provided his usual comprehensive report on Isle of Wight 
table tennis, whilst Carl Prean won the Butlins Holidays challenge
we?)! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Robert and Peter of Shorwell Spinners, 
   their other players being Ian and Sam 

   

of third placed team, Shorwell Saints,  
of Paul, Joseph, Joe and Shane of Ryde Retailers  

(All details correct as of 28 January 2024) 
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Robert and Peter of Shorwell Spinners,  
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In the February issue John Prean had provided his usual comprehensive report on Isle of Wight 
(we’ve all been there haven’t 



In the March issue, lots more news on Island table tennis, including mention of two of our current 
top players, Mike Turner and Alex Rorke. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the April issue, news that the Island Cadets had finished second in the Hampshire Inter-Town league, with 
Danny Burns in the team. Also the Isle of Wight had put forward a proposal for a fee reduction which had 
not gone down well with the Chairman of the ETTA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In the May/June issue it was reported that the Isle of Wight Juniors had won their section of the 
Hampshire Inter-Town League, plus lots more local news: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the September issue there was a report on the Island Games which had been held on the Isle of 
Wight that summer, and we had a gold medal winner: 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In the October issue John Prean mentioned projects for a table tennis centre were in discussion: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the October issue, the Island’s Carl Prean was back to fitness after a wrist injury and helped 
secure a win for England over Belgium in a televised international match: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In the last issue of the year, it seemed that John Prean’s efforts to secure a larger space for table 
tennis had not yet come to fruition, and Sandown and Shanklin clubs had now merged: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And finally 
 
Have you ever heard of ‘Art of Ping Pong’?  Probably not, but this is a British company who make art 
work to hang on walls which then transforms into mini table tennis tables. They also do the same 
with table tennis nets and bats.  Apparently, their business is booming! 



Here is an example of one of their latest designs, and if you fancy bringing your home a little more 
up to date whilst incorporating your favourite sport, the cost of the table/wall art is £1200 and the 
net/wall art and table tennis bat and ball set is £200.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you want to have a look at some even more bizarre designs, visit https://theartofpingpong.co.uk/ 
 
 
Thank you for reading.  The next newsletter will be in April 2024.  My special thanks go to Peter 
Clarke who provides a wealth of information, photos and posters for the newsletter. All 
contributions are very much appreciated so do please send any suggestions, articles or photos to: 
debbiey1960@outlook.com  


