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This season all seven matches were to be played in one long weekend at The Grange School in Christchurch. Joe Ratajczak, the new Avon No.1 was joined by Martin Gunn, Anthony Kent, Dave Reeves, Michele Reeves and debutant Izzy Khan.

AVON 9 CORNWALL 1

The team got off to a flying start with a big win over a much weaker than normal Cornwall side. Joe and Anthony had excellent wins over their No.1, Carl Baldry, the latter being 13-11 in the fifth. Dave and Michele won their two games each and only dropped two ends in the process. Jeremy Williams lost out to Dave 3-1 about thirty years after he regularly played Brian Reeves in Somerset v Cornwall matches! Izzy Khan, who had been drafted into the side due to an injury to Emily Standing, started impressively and showed no nerves in winning both her singles against Dominique Williams and Susan West.

AVON 6 DORSET 4

A much closer match followed and after wins for Martin, Michele and Dave the match score was 3-3. Izzy then turned a 2-0 scoreline into a tense 3-2 win over young Sophie Barcsai and Michele overcame Katie Holt, also 3-2. Martin then lost out to Dorset No.1 George Downing which left the match score at 5-4. It was left to Joe to take on Finn Morgan Bayliss in a tight and tactical battle. At 2-1 down Joe played superbly to out-think his opponent and comfortably take the last two ends to claim the team’s second win of the morning.

AVON 6 DEVON 2NDS 4

The tight matches continued as Martin v Joshua Millman and Anthony v Daniel Kerr both went to a fifth end. Martin saved two match points before missing out in deuce while Anthony played three amazing points from 8-8 to win and level the match score at 1-1. Michele and Joe continued their good form with wins over Mari Baldwin and David Wetherill. Izzy lost both her singles but played well in pushing Mari to a fifth end. With the match score at 4-3, Joe took on Joshua and Michele played Gemma Kerr. Yet again both matches were extremely close and of top quality, and went to deciding sets. Michele’s experience told as she was always in control and won 11-6. Joe’s game was much tighter and another deuce game followed in which both players had match points before Joe won 13-11 to secure the match win.
AVON 7 MIDDLESEX 2NDS 3

The team got off to a flying start with comfortable wins for Martin, Dave, Michele and Anthony, who’s 3-0 win over Middlesex No.1 Lucas Papantoniou was top class. Izzy also played superbly in pushing Sarah Horsnell very close in five sets to make the match score 4-1. Dave and Izzy then lost their games to James Sprackling and Malgorzata Muda to leave the team in another close encounter. What followed was three superb wins to claim the match. Martin outclassed Lucas 3-1, Michele beat old rival Sarah 3-0, and Anthony beat Mo Owadally also 3-0 to win both his games without dropping an end.
After four wins and a very long day the team were in second place as Surrey also had four wins and a better set average. A much needed dinner and early night were in order to be ready for three more matches the next day.
AVON 7 SUSSEX 2NDS 3
Sussex 2nds had the luxury of playing an entirely different side to the previous day and still being competitive. Steve Barby played superbly to beat Joe and Martin 3-2 and 3-1 respectively. They both won their other singles comfortably to keep the team ahead in the match. Michele continued her good form winning both her singles against Lynne Trussell and Sarah Hilditch without dropping a game, and remaining unbeaten for the weekend. Anthony also won his two singles, 3-0 against Will Mitchell, and yet another five set battle, this time against Michael Robinson. Izzy completed the win with a good victory over Lynne.

AVON 8 HAMPSHIRE 2

Martin, Dave and Michele got the team off to a flying start all winning 3-1 against Artur V, former Academy player Ed Slot, and Edyta Schmid. Joe and Izzy lost to Wojciech Placek and Pin Ka Yiu to make the match score 3-2. When Martin hammered Ed Slot 3-0 the team were in a strong position but all four remaining games could have gone either way. What followed proved just how strong the team were on and off the table. Izzy defeated Edyta 3-1 playing superbly and carrying out clever tactics from Joe and Anthony – her best win of the weekend against a very experienced opponent. Joe also had his best win, against Artur, the Hampshire No.1, winning 3-0 and totally dominating the game. Michele against Pin was also a classic, with Michele being 1-0 up and 2-1 down before staging a comeback. At 9-9 in the fifth Michele played two brilliant points to take the win. It was left to Dave to complete the win avenging last years defeat to Wojciech mainly thanks to the tactics from the team.
AVON 2 SURREY 8

With both teams being unbeaten it was a winner takes all deciding match. Surrey had the better set average so only a win would do to clinch promotion. The first two games proved pivotal, and after claiming multiple five set wins over the weekend, these games went the other way in deciding sets. Anthony and Michele both battled hard and were urged on by the team, but missed out 11-8 and 11-9 in the fifth. This set the tone for the match and Surrey proved they were the strongest side, winning five of the remaining matches for the loss of only one end. Avon’s two games came from Martin who played some unbelievable shots to defeat Federico Viterbo and Chris Bush, and be the only person all weekend to take both their games off the division winners.
Congratulations go to Surrey who are promoted to the Premier Division, but with six wins out of seven the team finished runners-up – an excellent achievement and a testament to how well everyone played and supported each other. Thanks also go to Martin Moore who supported and scored many games over the weekend.
