To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)

Following two weeks of unexpected defeats, Earley’s Daniel Moses bounced back to take victory in  the ninth Kingfisher Grand Prix, a result that now places him some 169 points ahead of second-placed man Hari Gehlot.

Moses and Gehlot met at the semi-final stage of this latest Tees Sport-sponsored event and, while the second game could have gone either way, it was the teenager who won in three straight ends, thereby setting up a final clash with Basingstoke’s top player Tony Reynolds.  This last match of the evening went to the absolute wire, with Moses managing to scrape home 13-11 in the fifth deciding game.
Elson Costa, who currently sits in third place, was unlucky enough to be drawn against Hari Gehlot in the very first round but, while he had his chances, the Oxford-based Brazilian had to let the Indian star through in four ends 9-11 11-7 11-7 11-9.
This result put Costa into the consolation event, of course, where he romped through to the final.  Although he emerged victorious in the last match, the Brazilian was pushed all the way by his up-and-coming opponent, teenager Leo Long from Newbury.  Indeed, Long, who had celebrated his fourteenth birthday just a week before, was undoubtedly the ninth event’s “man-of-the-match”.
In the first round of the main section, Long had been drawn against Daniel Moses in a tussle that he could not realistically expect to win.  Moses went through by the scoreline of 11-9 11-5 11-4 and Long was relegated to the consolation event.

Here the Newbury youngster simply shone.  He was drawn first of all against Caversham Park’s Sharon Mitchell, a lady who plays for Berkshire at veteran level.  Long showed that he is rapidly learning how to master the skills and tactics of vastly more experienced players, defeating his opponent in four ends 11-9 8-11 11-7 12-10.
In the consolation quarter-finals, Long took out senior coach and County player Nick Heaps in three straight games 13-11 11-6 11-6.  In his semi-final match, the youngster found himself up against Winnersh’s top County veteran Colin Dyke and once again prevailed to take the match 7-11 11-8 11-9 13-11.

Elson Costa, of course, is a level up from the average county player but even he had to concede a game to the Newbury teenager before winning 12-10 11-6 9-11 11-5.

Leo Long is not alone.  His 13-year-old peer and Kingfisher clubmate, Joshua Gallen, who hails from Wokingham, is also a player to watch.  In the main section of this latest event, Gallen also defeated top lady player Sharon Mitchell in a five-game thriller 7-11 11-8 7-11 13-11 11-4, before being drawn against Tilehurst’s lob-defender Trevor Organ.  Organ, like Mitchell before him, was pushed to the absolute limit before managing to edge out his young opponent, again in five ends, 15-13 8-11 11-9 10-12 11-7.
But, while all this excitement is going on, Moses, Gehlot and Costa continue to rule the roost.  However, as has so often been proved in the recent past, the unexpected could  -  and probably will  -  happen at any time.

Results of Tournament 9:
Quarter Finals:  Daniel Moses bt Bradley King 11-9 11-6 5-11 11-7; Tony Reynolds bt Roger Woolven-Allen 11-7 11-5 11-6; Hari Gehlot bt Trevor Organ 11-4 11-9 11-7; Graham Outrim bt Stuart Williams 11-7 11-7 11-7.
Semi Finals:  Moses bt Gehlot 11-7 12-10 11-7; Reynolds bt Outrim 11-4 11-7 12-14 11-7.
Final:  Moses bt Reynolds 11-9 11-13 11-9 10-12 13-11.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 9:  Moses 829, Gehlot 660, Costa 483, D McTiernan 436, L McTiernan 369, Reynolds 343, King 269, Heaps 231, Civil 227, Rosinski 220, Dyke 192, Organ 164, Woolven-Allen 162, S Williams 158, Mitchell 155, Porter 130, Yon 129, Dobbins 126, Bennett 118, Thepaut 115, Outrim 104, Burns 98, Gostelow 95, L Williams 88, Pack 87, Diplock 87, Dorrington 77, McGrane 74, Gallen 73, Fifield 72, Duncan 63, Ayres 52, Houghton 44, Long 44, Wedi 36, Albelo 25, Grover 23, Pusey 21, Farnworth 15, Gafarov 0.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 14th July 2012)

