To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)


Try as he does, Reading’s top player Hari Gehlot cannot seem to find the extra push to defeat his main Woodley rival Daniel Moses.  Yet again these two stars met in the final of a Kingfisher Grand Prix and, yet again, Moses emerged victorious  –  once again by the very closest of margins.


It would seem that Moses is running away with this Tees Sport-sponsored Kingfisher series, but nothing is certain.  Either Gehlot or Elson Costa could take the weekly honours at any time and, of course, the player who is arguably the best of them all, Liam McTiernan, could upset the apple cart without warning.

At the conclusion of this sixth Grand Prix  –  the halfway mark of the series  –  Moses is 175 points ahead of Gehlot who, in turn, is 107 points ahead of Costa, the third-placed man.

But the excitement in this latest tournament did not rest with the seemingly never-ending duel between Moses and Gehlot.  The final of the sixth consolation event was, to put it mildly, the “match of the evening”.  Brazilian Elson Costa, who resides in Oxford, found himself up against Basingstoke’s Tony Reynolds and this match, according to umpire Geoff Civil, was one of the most exciting he had ever seen.

The tussle went to the wire, first with one player and then the other edging ahead until eventually, Costa took the match by the scoreline of 11-5 12-14 8-11 11-6 11-8.  The final point was greeted with thunderous applause!


In the friendly competition between the two top ladies, Sharon Mitchell and Wendy Porter, Caversham Park’s Mitchell holds on to her lead by just 13 points  –  a mere trifle by Grand Prix standards.


But perhaps the performance of the evening belonged to Kidmore End’s Ian Ayres.  Ayres defeated top Wokingham veteran Peter Bennett 11-9 11-9 10-12 11-6 and immediately followed this up with an 11-9 1-11 11-9 7-11 13-11 thrilling success against Reading’s Dave Gostelow.


In the next round, Ayres fell to Tony Reynolds, one of the very best players in the county of Hampshire.  But, even though Reynolds won in three straight games, the scoreline of 11-5 11-9 11-6 was far from a disgrace for the Kidmore End player.


Results of Tournament 6:
Quarter Finals:  Hari Gehlot bt Graham Diplock 11-6 11-7 11-5; Daniel Moses bt Sharon Mitchell 11-3 11-5 13-11; Daniel McTiernan bt Stuart Williams 11-8 11-3 9-11 11-5; Richard Rosinski bt Colin Dyke 7-11 11-8 11-6 11-6.
Semi Finals:  Gehlot bt McTiernan 11-3 11-4 11-7; Moses bt Rosinski 11-5 11-6 12-10.
Final:  Moses bt Gehlot 11-7 11-9 9-11 11-6.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 6:  Moses 627, Gehlot 452, Costa 345, D McTiernan 289, Reynolds 194, Dyke 171, Rosinski 169, King 166, Heaps 161, Civil 146, Mitchell 122, S Williams 118, L McTiernan 113, Porter 109, Woolven-Allen 91, Organ 90, L Williams 88, Dobbins 86, Bennett 83, Burns 81, Gostelow 77, Yon 76, Diplock 76, Fifield 72, Ayres 52, Gallen 42, Dorrington 42, Pack 40, Thepaut 39, McGrane 36, Duncan 35, Grover 23, Pusey 21, Albelo 20, Wedi 19, Farnworth 15, Houghton 14, Gafarov 0.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 24th June 2012)

