To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)

In the fourth Kingfisher Grand Prix tournament, sponsored by Tees Sport, Junior international player Liam McTiernan made his first appearance of the series and swept all before him.  The very cream of senior players from the South of England had little answer to the youngster’s speed, agility and sheer skill.
In the very first round of this latest tournament, sixteen-year-old McTiernan, who plays for England at Junior level, was drawn against Hari Gehlot, one of the very top players in the Reading league.  Paradoxically, this match proved to be the closest and most exciting of the evening.  The match went the distance with McTiernan scraping home 12-14 11-9 11-7 8-11 11-7.

At the quarter-final stage, the teenager destroyed Winnersh veteran Colin Dyke in three straight games, before facing chart-topper Daniel Moses in their semi-final clash.  Moses, who is feared by the vast majority of players in the local leagues, was simply outclassed.  McTiernan went through to the latest final without dropping a game.
In the final itself, the youngster faced top Brazilian player Elson Costa who had just destroyed Charvil’s Nick Heaps in their own semi-final clash.

Costa, a master of the Chinese penholder style of play, was given short shrift by his young opponent and the match was over in three very brief games.

This solitary win has pushed McTiernan from nowhere at all into eighth place on the leaderboard.  Moses, however, still remains at the very top, with Gehlot behind him and Costa in third place.  But, if the Woodley youngster makes another appearance, everything could so easily change.
In this latest competition, Tilehurst’s Wendy Porter achieved 29 points compared to Sharon Mitchell’s 20.  This means that the two ladies have again swapped positions, with Porter just two points ahead of her Caversham Park rival.  This rivalry is proving to be almost as exciting as that between the top men players!
The final of the fourth consolation event was won for the second week running by Hari Gehlot, who defeated Winnersh’s Geoff Civil in three straight ends 11-9 11-4 11-5.

Results of Tournament 4:
Quarter Finals:  Nick Heaps bt Joshua Gallen 11-9 11-8 11-9; Liam McTiernan bt Colin Dyke 11-3 11-9 11-3; Daniel Moses bt Trevor Organ 11-4 9-11 11-9 11-4; Elson Costa bt Bradley King 12-10 11-7 11-8.
Semi Finals:  McTiernan bt Moses 11-9 11-5 11-6; Costa bt Heaps 11-6 11-6 11-3.
Final:  McTiernan bt Costa 11-4 11-5 11-6.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 4:  Moses 376, Gehlot 283, Costa 233, D McTiernan 205, Heaps 161, King 156, Dyke 123, L McTiernan 113, Civil 105, S Williams 91, L Williams 88, Reynolds 87, Dobbins 86, Woolven-Allen 86, Rosinski 79, Porter 77, Mitchell 75, Fifield 72, Bennett 52, Organ 48, Yon 45, Thepaut 39, McGrane 36, Gostelow 36, Burns 34, Gallen 27, Ayres 27, Diplock 26, Grover 23, Dorrington 21, Pusey 21, Duncan 20, Farnworth 15, Albelo 13, Wedi 12, Houghton 1, Gafarov 0.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 9th June2012)

