To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)

By winning the third Kingfisher Grand Prix, sponsored by Tees Sport, Daniel Moses has strengthened his grip on the series and now finds himself 103 points ahead of second-placed man Hari Gehlot.

But the fact that the Grand Prix draw is selected at random for each and every round played a major part in the latest results.  At the very start of this latest competition, Moses was drawn against Gehlot.  One of these stars would progress in this main event and the other would not.  An in-form Moses showed his Indian rival no mercy and took the match in three straight games 11-6 11-9 11-7.

Again by sheer coincidence, in the second round Moses was drawn against the Brazilian Elson Costa, the one player who could realistically challenge Gehlot and Moses for the ultimate honours.  This match went to the wire, with Moses scraping through by the skin of his teeth 7-11 2-11 11-9 11-8 11-7.

Moses then went on to beat Reading’s Stuart Williams at the quarter-final stage and Charvil’s Nick Heaps in their semi-final clash.  The final itself was interesting, to say the least.
In this last match of the evening, Moses defeated 13-year-old Daniel McTiernan in four ends to take the title.  But McTiernan, who plays for England at cadet level, is improving all the time and it won’t be long before this youngster will get the better of the very best senior players in Berkshire.

Gehlot, unexpectedly relegated to the consolation event, won this “plate” competition with ease.  At the semi-final stage he defeated Kidmore End’s Ian Ayres 11-1 11-7 11-5 before facing the winner of the other consolation semi-final, contested between the two Berkshire veterans Colin Dyke and Roger Woolven-Allen.  Dyke took this latter match by the closest of margins 11-9 7-11 11-9 4-11 11-9, a gruelling marathon that took well over an hour to complete.
Septuagenarian Dyke, who by this stage was absolutely exhausted, was then obliged to play against one of the very best players in the South of England.  Not unsurprisingly, Gehlot made short work of his valiant but tired opponent, winning in three straight games 11-1 11-2 11-2.

Top lady player Lisa Williams, who works for the English Table Tennis Association, will miss most of the forthcoming Grand Prix events due to her administrative involvement in the Olympic Games.  It is inevitable, therefore, that she will gradually slide down the leaderboard.  By sheer chance, the other top ladies, Wendy Porter and Sharon Mitchell, were drawn against each other in the second round of the main event.  Caversham Park’s Mitchell defeated her Tilehurst opponent in four ends 11-9 11-7 8-11 11-6, resulting in the two ladies swapping places on the leaderboard.  With Williams’s anticipated lack of attendance, it will be interesting indeed to see how these two lady rivals progress as the weeks go by.
Results of Tournament 3:
Quarter Finals:  Steve Dobbins bt Bradley King 14-12 11-8 11-4; Nick Heaps bt Geoff Civil 6-11 11-5 13-11 11-5; Daniel McTiernan bt Sharon Mitchell 11-7 11-3 11-8; Daniel Moses bt Stuart Williams 12-14 11-3 11-8 8-11 11-1.
Semi Finals:  Moses bt Heaps 11-7 11-9 11-9; McTiernan bt Dobbins 11-6 11-8 14-12.
Final:  Moses bt McTiernan 11-9 13-11 10-12 11-4.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 3:  Moses 322, Gehlot 219, McTiernan 205, Costa 142, King 132, Heaps 110, Dyke 93, S Williams 91, L Williams 88, Dobbins 86, Rosinski 79, Fifield 72, Reynolds 71, Civil 58, Mitchell 55, Woolven-Allen 54, Bennett 52, Porter 48, Thepaut 39, McGrane 36, Burns 34, Gostelow 31, Yon 28, Ayres 27, Diplock 26, Organ 25, Grover 23, Dorrington 21, Pusey 21, Duncan 20, Albelo 13, Wedi 12, Houghton 1, Gafarov 0.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 2nd June 2012)

