To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)


In the second Kingfisher Grand Prix, sponsored by Tees Sport, the main result of the evening was at the quarter-final stage, when Earley’s Daniel Moses defeated his arch-rival Hari Gehlot in three straight games.  This achievement means that Moses and Gehlot have now swapped places and the 18-year-old now leads the Grand Prix pack by some 42 points.

But the glory of the evening did not lie with either of these stars.  Rather it was a ladies’ evening, when three female players performed exceptionally well.


In the first round, Caversham Park’s Sharon Mitchell only narrowly succumbed to the hard-hitting and higher-ranked Andy Yon.  Woodley’s Yon was relieved to progress to the second round by the narrowest of scorelines in a five-game thriller 8-11 11-4 14-12 6-11 11-9.


Tilehurst’s Wendy Porter went one better than her Caversham rival by not only beating County veteran Roger Woolven-Allen in four ends 7-11 11-7 11-6 11-7, but then went on to give top Division 1 player Nick Heaps the fright of his life.  It is true that Charvil’s Heaps, one of the very best players in the Reading league, managed to progress to the next round but he only did this by the skin of his teeth 11-5 7-11 11-5 6-11 14-12.  A nail-biting result indeed!

But the player of the evening, without doubt, was Caversham’s Lisa Williams, who showed so many male players the way home.  Williams, whose efforts were rewarded by jumping from 24th to sixth place on the leaderboard only faltered in the very last match of the evening, when she fell in four ends to the ultimate tournament champion Daniel Moses.


On her way to the final, Williams defeated Reading’s Dave Gostelow 11-3 8-11 11-7 11-9 before despatching Andy Yon 11-9 9-11 11-8 11-4.  At the quarter-final stage, Williams beat Wokingham’s Richard Fifield, again in four ends, before meeting Ealing’s top player Bradley King in her semi-final.  The scores were close, but the lady player went through in three straight games.


In the final itself, Moses was forced to concede one end but took the fourth game fairly comfortable and, with it, the title.

In the final of the consolation event, Woodley’s 13-year-old Daniel McTiernan defeated Wokingham’s veteran Peter Bennett in four games 12-10 11-7 9-11 11-7.

Results of Tournament 2:
Quarter Finals:  Daniel Moses bt Hari Gehlot 11-6 11-7 11-6; Bradley King bt Jean-Noël Thepaut 11-8 9-11 11-7 9-11 11-4; Elson Costa bt Nick Heaps 13-11 11-6 11-7; Lisa Williams bt Richard Fifield 5-11 11-9 11-2 11-9.
Semi Finals:  Williams bt King 12-10 12-10 11-8; Moses bt Costa 11-9 7-11 11-4 11-13 15-13.
Final:  Moses bt Williams 11-6 15-13 6-11 11-3.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 2:  Moses 207, Gehlot 165, McTiernan 112, Costa 112, King 96, L Williams 88, Rosinski 59, Heaps 55, S Williams 54, Bennett 52, Fifield 52, Dyke 49, Reynolds 44, Dobbins 39, Thepaut 39, McGrane 36, Porter 31, Mitchell 27, Diplock 26, Organ 24, Gostelow 23, Grover 23, Woolven-Allen 22, Pusey 21, Burns 20, Duncan 20, Civil 17, Dorrington 16, Yon 13, Wedi 12, Albelo 10, Ayres 10, Houghton 1.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 26th May 2012)

