To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)


In a virtual carbon copy of last season’s first Kingfisher Grand Prix session, Hari Gehlot defeated Daniel Moses in the final of the first main event of 2012.  Back in 2011, though, Moses went on to win the overall Championships.  Can he do it again?  Gehlot, of course, hopes that he can’t.  As always, time alone will tell.

For the first time since its inauguration, the Grand Prix series is now sponsored by a major company.  Tees Sport, one of the country’s largest table tennis retailers, has backed these Championships.  Consequently, the Kingfisher Grand Prix, arguably the most prestigious out-of-season event in the south of England, and now sponsored by Tees Sport, will attract even better prizes.

To reach the final of this first event, Gehlot found himself drawn against his Reading League team-mate Stuart Williams.  The Indian star showed no mercy and romped home in three straight games 11-7 11-7 11-8.  In the second round, Gehlot was drawn against Caversham’s octogenarian Mike Dorrington who put up some incredibly brave resistance before also falling in straight games 4-11 1-11 9-11.

Basingstoke’s Tony Reynolds became Gehlot’s next victim but, in their quarter-final match, Reynolds managed to win an end before allowing his opponent through to the penultimate round.

In their semi-final clash, top Brazilian player Elson Costa had no answer to Gehlot’s power-play and fell in three straight games.


In the final clash of the evening, 18-year-old Daniel Moses performed some enthralling defence acrobatics, but Gehlot’s consistency victoriously paid off in four exciting games.


Interest along the way saw septuagenarian Colin Dyke put in some tremendous performances.  In the first round of the main event he fell to Scotland’s hard-hitting Pat Burns 11-6 6-11 11-13 3-11, a close result that put the Winnersh man into the consolation event.  Here, in the first round, he defeated Wokingham’s Peter Bennett by the closest of margins 6-11 11-6 11-5 6-11 12-10 but, from then onwards, he absolutely shone.  He beat top lady player Lisa Williams in three straight quarter-final games 11-5 11-7 11-9 before beating Berkshire’s highly-rated Graham Diplock in four ends 11-5 3-11 11-8 11-9 at the semi-final stage.

In the final of the first consolation event, the spectators were treated to the “match of the evening”.  Dyke’s last opponent was Stuart Williams, one of the very best senior players in the county, and most people thought the match was over before it started.  Dyke proved them wrong and, in the fourth game, had two match points against the higher-ranked player.  But the glory was not to be and Reading’s Williams took the fifth and final game, winning 8-11 8-11 11-5 15-13 11-5.  A close result indeed!

Results of Tournament 1:
Quarter Finals:  Daniel McTiernan bt Bradley King 13-11 12-10 14-12; Daniel Moses bt Richard Rosinski 11-7 11-7 16-18 11-8; Elson Costa bt Steve Dobbins 11-6 5-11 12-10 6-11 11-6; Hari Gehlot bt Tony Reynolds 11-7 11-9 7-11 11-2.
Semi Finals:  Gehlot bt Costa 11-5 11-4 11-8; Moses bt McTiernan 13-11 11-7 12-14 11-3.
Final:  Gehlot bt Moses 11-5 13-11 7-11 11-8.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 1:  Gehlot 125, Moses 94, McTiernan 59, S Williams 54, Costa 53, Rosinski 41, Reynolds 40, Dobbins 39, King 33, Dyke 30, Diplock 26, Grover 23, Organ 22, Heaps 20, Burns 20, Mitchell 20, Civil 17, Bennett 14, Woolven-Allen 13, Fifield 13, McGrane 12, Dorrington 10, Porter 7, L Williams 6, Gostelow 5, Houghton 0, Pusey 0, Albelo 0.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 19th May 2012)

